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Throughout history, there have been individuals whose thoughts, actions, and innovations have
significantly influenced the trajectory of humanity. These remarkable figures have inspired
generations, challenged societal norms, and pioneered advancements that have shaped the world we
live in today. This article will explore the lives and contributions of 100 people who have changed the
world in various domains, including politics, science, literature, and social justice.

Innovation and Science

The realm of science and innovation has been home to many extraordinary individuals whose
discoveries and inventions have transformed society. Here are some key figures whose contributions
have left an indelible mark on the world.

1. Albert Einstein

- Developed the theory of relativity, fundamentally changing our understanding of space, time, and
gravity.
- Received the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1921 for his explanation of the photoelectric effect.

2. Marie Curie

- The first woman to win a Nobel Prize and the only person to win in two different scientific fields:
Physics and Chemistry.
- Pioneered research on radioactivity, leading to advancements in medical treatments.

3. Isaac Newton

- Formulated the laws of motion and universal gravitation, laying the foundation for classical
mechanics.

- His work in mathematics contributed to calculus, which is essential for modern science and
engineering.

4. Nikola Tesla

- Innovated alternating current (AC) electrical systems, which are still used today for power
generation and transmission.
- Contributed to the development of wireless communication technology.



5. Charles Darwin

- Proposed the theory of evolution through natural selection, fundamentally altering our
understanding of biology and human existence.
- His book "On the Origin of Species" remains a cornerstone of scientific literature.

Politics and Leadership

Political leaders and activists have played crucial roles in shaping nations and influencing global
politics. Below are some influential figures who have made remarkable contributions to political
thought and action.

6. Mahatma Gandhi

- Leader of the Indian independence movement against British rule, advocating for nonviolent
resistance and civil disobedience.
- His philosophy of peace and nonviolence has inspired numerous civil rights movements worldwide.

7. Nelson Mandela

- Anti-apartheid revolutionary who became South Africa's first black president, promoting
reconciliation and social justice.
- His leadership in the fight against racial oppression has made him a symbol of peace and equality.

8. Martin Luther King Jr.

- A prominent leader in the American civil rights movement, advocating for racial equality through
nonviolent activism.
- His famous "l Have a Dream" speech remains a powerful symbol of the struggle for civil rights.

9. Winston Churchill

- British Prime Minister during World War I, known for his leadership and oratory skills that inspired a
nation during difficult times.
- His efforts in rallying Allied forces played a crucial role in defeating Nazi Germany.

10. Eleanor Roosevelt

- An influential political figure and activist, she advocated for human rights and women’s rights.
- Played a key role in drafting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a United Nations
delegate.



Literature and Philosophy

Literature and philosophy have been shaped by thinkers whose ideas challenged societal norms and
inspired change. Here are some pivotal figures in this domain.

11. William Shakespeare

- Often regarded as the greatest playwright in history, his works have had a profound influence on
English literature and drama.
- His exploration of human nature and social themes remains relevant across cultures and eras.

12. Friedrich Nietzsche

- Philosopher known for his critique of traditional moral values and the concept of the "Ubermensch."
- His ideas on individualism and existentialism have significantly influenced modern philosophy.

13. Virginia Woolf

- A pioneering modernist writer, she explored themes of gender and societal constraints in her works.
- Her essay "A Room of One's Own" is a foundational text in feminist literature.

14. George Orwell

- Author of "1984" and "Animal Farm," his works critically examined totalitarianism and social
injustice.
- His insights into language and politics have made him a lasting figure in political discourse.

15. Maya Angelou

- Renowned poet and civil rights activist, her autobiographical works highlight themes of identity,
resilience, and social justice.
- Her poem "Still | Rise" serves as an anthem of empowerment and strength.

Social Justice and Human Rights

Advocates for social justice and human rights have worked tirelessly to challenge injustices and
promote equality. Here are some notable figures in this field.

16. Malala Yousafzai

- Pakistani activist for girls' education, she survived an assassination attempt by the Taliban.
- Became the youngest-ever Nobel Prize laureate in 2014 for her advocacy of education and women's



rights.

17. Rosa Parks

- Known as the "mother of the civil rights movement," her refusal to give up her bus seat became a
pivotal moment in the fight against segregation.

- Her courageous act sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott, a significant turning point in American
civil rights history.

18. Desmond Tutu

- South African Anglican bishop and social rights activist, he fought against apartheid and promoted
reconciliation.
- His work has highlighted the importance of forgiveness and healing in post-conflict societies.

19. Susan B. Anthony

- A leading figure in the women's suffrage movement in the United States, advocating for women's
right to vote.
- Her activism laid the groundwork for future generations of feminists.

20. Frederick Douglass

- An escaped slave and prominent abolitionist, he championed the rights of African Americans and
women's suffrage.

- His autobiographies and speeches remain powerful testimonies of the struggle for freedom and
equality.

Technology and Business

Innovators in technology and business have revolutionized industries and transformed the way we live
and work. Here are some of the most influential figures.

21. Steve Jobs

- Co-founder of Apple Inc., he played a crucial role in the personal computer revolution and the
development of revolutionary products like the iPhone and iPad.
- His vision for design and user experience changed the tech landscape.

22. Bill Gates

- Co-founder of Microsoft, he has had a profound impact on the software industry and personal
computing.



- Through the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, he has contributed significantly to global health and
education initiatives.

23. Thomas Edison

- Inventor and businessman, he developed many devices that greatly influenced life around the world,
including the phonograph and the electric light bulb.
- His work laid the groundwork for modern electric utility systems.

24. Mark Zuckerberg

- Co-founder of Facebook, he has reshaped social communication and connection in the digital age.
- His platform has had a significant impact on social media and public discourse.

25. Elon Musk

- CEO of SpaceX and Tesla, he has been a key figure in advancing space exploration and electric
vehicles.
- His vision for sustainable energy and interplanetary travel continues to inspire innovation.

Conclusion

The lives and contributions of these 100 people who changed the world highlight the diverse fields in
which individuals can make a significant impact. From science and politics to literature and
technology, each figure has played a crucial role in shaping human progress and understanding. Their
legacies serve as reminders of the power of individual action and the potential for change, inspiring
future generations to continue striving for a better world. As we reflect on their achievements, we are
encouraged to recognize our capacity to make a difference in our own lives and communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are some key figures featured in 'Life 100 People Who
Changed the World'?

The list includes influential figures such as Albert Einstein, Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr.,
Marie Curie, and Nelson Mandela, among others.

What criteria were used to select the people in 'Life 100
People Who Changed the World'?

The selection criteria focused on individuals who had a significant impact on humanity, whether
through science, politics, social justice, or cultural contributions.



How does 'Life 100 People Who Changed the World' contribute
to our understanding of history?

The book provides insights into the lives and legacies of these figures, illustrating how their actions
shaped societal progress and inspired future generations.

What impact did figures like Martin Luther King Jr. have on
the world according to the book?

Martin Luther King Jr. is highlighted for his leadership in the civil rights movement, advocating for
nonviolent protest and equality, which profoundly influenced social justice movements globally.

Is 'Life 100 People Who Changed the World' suitable for all
ages?

Yes, the book is designed to be informative and engaging for a wide audience, making it suitable for
both young readers and adults interested in historical figures.
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