LIBERTY AND PEACE PHILLIS WHEATLEY ANALYSIS

LIBErRTY AND PEACE: AN ANALYSIS OF PHILLIS WHEATLEY'S \WORKS

PHILLIS \X/HEATLEY, ONE OF THE FIRST PUBLISHED AFRICAN AMERICAN POETS, EMERGED IN THE 18TH CENTURY AS A POWERFUL
VOICE FOR LIBERTY AND PEACE. LIVING AT A TIME WHEN THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE WAS AT ITS HEIGHT, \WHEATLEY’S
POETRY REFLECTS HER UNIQUE EXPERIENCES, HER DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF THE IDEALS OF FREEDOM, AND HER PURSUIT OF PEACE
AMIDST THE TURMOIL OF HER LIFE AS AN ENSLAVED PERSON. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO HER EXPLORATION OF THESE THEMES,
EXAMINING HER WORKS, HISTORICAL CONTEXT, AND THE IMPACT THEY HAD ON BOTH HER CONTEMPORARIES AND FUTURE
GENERATIONS.

HisToricAL CONTEXT

TO FULLY APPRECIATE W/HEATLEY’S TREATMENT OF LIBERTY AND PEACE, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTAND THE HISTORICAL
BACKDROP AGAINST WHICH SHE WROTE.

THe LIFE oF PHILLIS WHEATLEY

- BACKGROUND: BORN IN WEST AFRICA AROUND 1753, WHEATLEY WAS KIDNAPPED AND BROUGHT TO AMERICA AT A YOUNG
AGE. SHE WAS SOLD INTO SLAVERY AND PURCHASED BY THE W/HEATLEY FAMILY OF BOSTON, WHO RECOGNIZED HER
INTELLECTUAL POTENTIAL AND PROVIDED HER WITH AN EDUCATION.

- LITERARY RECOGNITION: BY THE AGE OF 13, WHEATLEY HAD BEGUN TO WRITE POETRY, AND HER WORK GAINED RECOGNITION,
LEADING TO THE PUBLICATION OF HER FIRST BOOK, “POEMS ON V ARIOUS SUBJECTS, RELIGIOUS AND MORAL,” IN 177 3. THIS
MADE HER THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMAN TO PUBLISH A BOOK.

- CULTURAL CLIMATE: WHEATLEY’S WORK WAS PUBLISHED DURING A TIME OF SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL UPHEAVAL IN AMERICA,
AS THE COLONIES WERE STRIVING FOR INDEPENDENCE FROM BRITISH RULE. THE IDEALS OF LIBERTY AND FREEDOM WERE AT THE
FOREFRONT OF AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY THOUGHT.

\WHEATLEY’S LITERARY CONTRIBUTIONS

W/HEATLEY’S POETRY IS RICH WITH REFERENCES TO CLASSICAL THEMES, RELIGIOUS SENTIMENTS, AND ENLIGHTENMENT IDEALS.
HErR WORKS OFTEN GRAPPLE WITH THE CONTRADICTIONS INHERENT IN THE NOTION OF LIBERTY, ESPECIALLY CONSIDERING HER OWN
STATUS AS A SLAVE.

- LITERARY STYLE: WHEATLEY’S STYLE IS HEAVILY INFLUENCED BY NEOCLASSICISM. HER USE OF IAMBIC PENTAMETER AND
HEROIC COUPLETS REFLECTS THE LITERARY CONVENTIONS OF HER TIME WHILE ALLOWING HER TO EXPLORE PROFOUND THEMES.
- THEMES: THE THEMES OF LIBERTY AND PEACE PERVADE HER WORK, AS SHE OFTEN CONTRASTS THE IDEALS OF FREEDOM W/ITH
THE HARSH REALITIES OF SLAVERY.

LIBERTY IN WHEATLEY’S POETRY

W/HEATLEY’S EXPLORATION OF LIBERTY IS MULTIFACETED. SHE GRAPPLES WITH THE CONCEPT OF FREEDOM BOTH PERSONALLY
AND UNIVERSALLY.

PersONAL LIBERTY

IN MANY OF HER POEMS, WHEATLEY REFLECTS ON HER OWN EXPERIENCE AS AN ENSLAVED PERSON AND THE PARADOX OF HER



EXISTENCE.

- SELF-IDENTIFICATION: IN HER POEM “ON BEING BROUGHT FROM AFRICA TO AMERICA,” W/HEATLEY REFLECTS ON HER
TRANSFORMATION FROM A STATE OF BONDAGE TO ONE OF ENLIGHTENMENT. SHE FRAMES HER ENSLAVEMENT AS A DIVINE PLAN,
SUGGESTING THAT HER EXPERIENCE HAS LED TO GREATER SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING.

- CuLTURAL COMMENTARY: W/HEATLEY CHALLENGES THE PREJUDICES OF HER TIME BY ASSERTING HER INTELLECTUAL
CAPABILITIES AND HER RIGHT TO FREEDOM. BY HIGHLIGHTING HER OWN ACHIEVEMENTS, SHE CONTESTS THE NOTION THAT
ENSLAVED INDIVIDUALS ARE INFERIOR.

UNIVERSAL LIBERTY

W/HEATLEY’S POETRY EXTENDS BEYOND HER PERSONAL NARRATIVE, ENGAGING WITH BROADER THEMES OF FREEDOM.

- CALL FOR FReeDOM: IN “To His EXCELLENCY, GENERAL W ASHINGTON,” W/HEATLEY EXPRESSES HER SUPPORT FOR THE
AMERICAN REVOLUTION AND THE PURSUIT OF LIBERTY. SHE INVOKES THE SPIRIT OF FREEDOM AND ENCOURAGES THE FIGHT
AGAINST TYRANNY.

- CONTRAST WITH OPPRESSION: SHE JUXTAPOSES THE IDEALS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION WITH THE REALITY OF SLAVERY,
CALLING ATTENTION TO THE HYPOCRISY OF A NATION FIGHTING FOR ITS FREEDOM WHILE ENSLAVING OTHERS.

PeEACE IN WHEATLEY’S WORKS

PEACE IS ANOTHER CENTRAL THEME IN W/HEATLEY’S POETRY, OFTEN INTERTWINED WITH HER THOUGHTS ON LIBERTY.

SPIRITUAL PEACE

W/HEATLEY’S RELIGIOUS FAITH PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN HER CONCEPTION OF PEACE.

- DIVINE PROVIDENCE: MANY OF HER POEMS REFLECT A BELIEF IN DIVINE PROVIDENCE, SUGGESTING THAT TRUE PEACE COMES FROM
A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD. IN HER POEM “A HYMN TO THE EVENING,” SHE INVOKES THE TRANQUILITY OF NATURE AS A
REFLECTION OF DIVINE ORDER.

- INNER PEACE: W/HEATLEY OFTEN EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF INNER PEACE, ACHIEVED THROUGH FAITH AND MORAL
INTEGRITY. THIS THEME RESONATES IN HER WORKS THAT DISCUSS THE STRUGGLES FACED BY INDIVIDUALS IN A TUMULTUOUS
\WORLD.

Peace AMONG NATIONS

W/HEATLEY ALSO ADVOCATES FOR PEACE ON A LARGER SCALE.

- UNITY: IN HER POEMS, SHE OFTEN PROMOTES THE IDEA OF UNITY AMONG PEOPLE, REGARDLESS OF THEIR BACKGROUND OR
STATUS. SHE ENVISIONS A WORLD WHERE INDIVIDUALS EMBRACE PEACE AND WORK TOWARDS COMMON GOALS.

- CRITIQUE OF W AR: WHILE WHEATLEY SUPPORTS THE FIGHT FOR LIBERTY, SHE ALSO EXPRESSES THE DESIRE FOR PEACE,
CAUTIONING AGAINST THE RAVAGES OF WAR. HER WORK OFTEN REFLECTS A NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF CONFLICT,
RECOGNIZING THAT WHILE STRUGGLE IS SOMETIMES NECESSARY, THE ULTIMATE GOAL SHOULD ALWAYS BE HARMONY.

IMPACT AND LEGACY

W/HEATLEY’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO LITERATURE AND HER EXPLORATION OF LIBERTY AND PEACE HAVE LEFT A LASTING LEGACY.



INFLUENCE ON FUTURE GENERATIONS

- CULTURAL ICON: AS ONE OF THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN POETS, W/HEATLEY PAVED THE WAY FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS
OF WRITERS AND ACTIVISTS. HER WORK HAS INSPIRED COUNTLESS INDIVIDUALS TO EXPLORE THEMES OF IDENTITY, FREEDOM, AND
JUSTICE.

- LITERARY SIGNIFICANCE: WHEATLEY’S POETRY HAS BECOME A CORNERSTONE OF AFRICAN AMERICAN LITERATURE, STUDIED
FOR ITS ARTISTIC MERIT AND ITS PROFOUND COMMENTARY ON THE HUMAN CONDITION.

REEVALUATION OF HER \W ORK

IN RECENT YEARS, SCHOLARS HAVE REEXAMINED W/HEATLEY’S POETRY, RECOGNIZING HER AS A COMPLEX FIGURE WHO NAVIGATED
THE CHALLENGES OF HER TIME WITH REMARKABLE GRACE AND INSIGHT.

- CRITICAL ANALYSIS: CONTEMPORARY SCHOLARS ANALYZE HER WORK THROUGH VARIOUS LENSES, INCLUDING POSTCOLONIAL
THEORY, FEMINIST CRITICISM, AND AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES, HIGHLIGHTING THE DEPTH OF HER ENGAGEMENT WITH THEMES OF
LIBERTY AND PEACE.

- CONTINUED RELEVANCE: WHEATLEY’S EXPLORATION OF FREEDOM AND HER CALLS FOR PEACE RESONATE IN TODAY’S SOCIAL
JUSTICE MOVEMENTS, ILLUSTRATING THE ENDURING NATURE OF HER MESSAGE.

CoNCLUSION

PHILLIS WHEATLEY’S POETRY REMAINS A POWERFUL TESTAMENT TO THE STRUGGLE FOR LIBERTY AND THE PURSUIT OF PEACE.
THROUGH HER UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE AS AN ENSLAVED WOMAN, SHE ILLUMINATED THE COMPLEXITIES OF FREEDOM AND THE
IMPORTANCE OF HARMONY IN HUMAN SOCIETY. HER CONTRIBUTIONS HAVE NOT ONLY ENRICHED AMERICAN LITERATURE BUT HAVE
ALSO PROVIDED A CRITICAL VOICE IN THE ONGOING DIALOGUE ABOUT RACE, IDENTITY, AND JUSTICE. AS WE REFLECT ON HER
WORK, WE ARE REMINDED OF THE TIMELESS NATURE OF HER THEMES AND THE RELEVANCE THEY HOLD IN OUR CONTEMPORARY
\WORLD.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT THEMES OF LIBERTY ARE PRESENT IN PHILLIS WHEATLEY'S POETRY?

PHILLIS WHEATLEY'S POETRY OFTEN EXPLORES THE THEME OF LIBERTY, PARTICULARLY IN THE CONTEXT OF HER OWN
EXPERIENCES AS AN ENSLAVED AFRICAN AMERICAN. SHE EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF FREEDOM, BOTH FOR HERSELF AND FOR
HER PEOPLE, WHILE ALSO HIGHLIGHTING THE CONTRADICTIONS OF A SOCIETY THAT VALUES LIBERTY YET PERPETUATES
SLAVERY.

How DOES PHILLIS WHEATLEY ADDRESS THE CONCEPT OF PEACE IN HER \WORK?

WHEATLEY'S WORK FREQUENTLY REFLECTS A YEARNING FOR PEACE, BOTH PERSONAL AND SOCIETAL. SHE ADVOCATES FOR
HARMONY AND UNDERSTANDING, UNDERSCORING HOW PEACE IS ESSENTIAL FOR THE PROGRESS OF HUMANITY , ESPECIALLY IN A
¥/ ORLD MARKED BY CONFLICT AND OPPRESSION.

IN WHAT WAYS DOES WHEATLEY’S BACKGROUND INFLUENCE HER WRITINGS ON LIBERTY
AND PEACE?

AS AN ENSLAVED WOMAN WHO WAS EDUCATED AND PUBLISHED AT A TIME WHEN FEW WOMEN OR AFRICAN AMERICANS WERE,
\W/HEATLEY'S BACKGROUND DEEPLY INFLUENCES HER WRITINGS. HER UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE ALLOWS HER TO ARTICULATE A
PROFOUND LONGING FOR LIBERTY AND PEACE, MAKING HER WORK BOTH A PERSONAL REFLECTION AND A BROADER COMMENTARY
ON SOCIETAL INJUSTICES.



\WHAT RHETORICAL DEVICES DOES WHEATLEY USE TO CONVEY HER MESSAGES ABOUT
LIBERTY AND PEACE?

W/HEATLEY EMPLOYS VARIOUS RHETORICAL DEVICES, SUCH AS ALLUSION, METAPHOR, AND PERSONIFICATION. For EXAMPLE, SHE
OFTEN ALLUDES TO BIBLICAL FIGURES AND CLASSICAL LITERATURE TO FRAME HER ARGUMENTS ABOUT LIBERTY AND PEACE IN A
WAY THAT RESONATES WITH HER AUDIENCE'S VALUES AND BELIEFS.

How poes WHEATLEY’S POEM ‘ON BEING BROUGHT FROM AFRICA TO AMERICA’
REFLECT HER VIEWS ON LIBERTY?

IN “ON BEING BROUGHT FROM AFRICA TO AMERICA,I W/HEATLEY REFLECTS ON HER FORCED MIGRATION AND THE SPIRITUAL
AW AKENING |T PROMPTED. SHE ACKNOWLEDGES THE BRUTALITY OF SLAVERY WHILE ALSO EXPRESSING GRATITUDE FOR HER
CHRISTIAN FAITH, SUGGESTING THAT TRUE LIBERTY COMES FROM SPIRITUAL ENLIGHTENMENT RATHER THAN MERE PHYSICAL
FREEDOM.

\WHAT ROLE DOES RELIGION PLAY IN WHEATLEY'S EXPRESSIONS OF PEACEP

RELIGION PLAYS A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN WHEATLEY’S POETRY, OFTEN SERVING AS A SOURCE OF COMFORT AND HOPE. SHE
INVOKES CHRISTIAN IDEALS TO ARGUE FOR PEACE AND UNITY, SUGGESTING THAT FAITH CAN INSPIRE INDIVIDUALS AND NATIONS
TO OVERCOME CONFLICT AND STRIVE FOR A MORE HARMONIOUS EXISTENCE.

How DOES WHEATLEY CRITIQUE THE SOCIETAL NORMS OF HER TIME REGARDING
LIBERTY?

W/HEATLEY CRITIQUES SOCIETAL NORMS BY JUXTAPOSING THE IDEALS OF FREEDOM AND EQUALITY ESPOUSED BY THE AMERICAN
REVOLUTION AGAINST THE REALITY OF SLAVERY. SHE SUBTLY CHALLENGES HER AUDIENCE’S HYPOCRISY, URGING THEM TO
RECOGNIZE THE INHERENT RIGHTS OF ALL INDIVIDUALS, REGARDLESS OF RACE OR STATUS.

\WHAT IMPACT DID PHILLIS \WHEATLEY HAVE ON THE UNDERSTANDING OF LIBERTY AND
PEACE IN AMERICAN LITERATURE?

PHILLIS WHEATLEY HAD A PROFOUND IMPACT ON AMERICAN LITERATURE BY BEING ONE OF THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN POETS
TO PUBLISH WORK IN THE 18TH CENTURY. HER EXPLORATION OF LIBERTY AND PEACE LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR FUTURE
WRITERS AND ACTIVISTS, INFLUENCING THE DISCOURSE SURROUNDING FREEDOM, RACE, AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN AMERICA.
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