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THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION IS A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN HISTORY THAT MARKED THE BIRTH OF A NEW NATION. UNDERSTANDING
THE CAUSES OF THIS REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT IS CRUCIAL FOR STUDENTS AND HISTORY ENTHUSIASTS ALIKE. DEBRAJ.
HOUSEL'S WORK ON LEVELED TEXTS PROVIDES AN ACCESSIBLE FRAMEWORK FOR EXPLORING THESE CAUSES. LEVELED TEXTS ARE
SPECIALLY DESIGNED READING MATERIALS THAT CATER TO DIFFERENT READING ABILITIES, MAKING COMPLEX SUBJECTS, SUCH AS
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTIONI EASIER TO GRASP FOR A DIVERSE AUDIENCE. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE PRIMARY CAUSES OF
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, UTILIZING HOUSEL'S INSIGHTS TO PRESENT A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW.

UNDERSTANDING LEVELED TEXTS

LEVELED TEXTS SERVE AS AN EDUCATIONAL TOOL THAT ALLOWS READERS TO ENGAGE WITH CHALLENGING CONTENT AT THEIR
OWN LEVEL OF COMPREHENSION. HERE ARE SOME KEY FEATURES OF LEVELED TEXTS:

- DIFFERENTIATED LEVELS: TEXTS ARE CATEGORIZED INTO VARIOUS LEVELS, FROM BEGINNER TO ADVANCED, ALLOWING
EDUCATORS TO MATCH STUDENTS WITH APPROPRIATE MATERIALS.

- SIMPLIFIED LANGUAGE: VOCABULARY AND SENTENCE STRUCTURE ARE ADJUSTED TO SUIT THE READING LEVEL, ENSURING THAT
STUDENTS CAN UNDERSTAND THE CONTENT WITHOUT FEELING OVERWHELMED.

- ENGAGING FORMATS: THESE TEXTS OFTEN INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS, DIAGRAMS, AND OTHER VISUAL AIDS THAT HELP TO
CLARIFY COMPLEX IDEAS.

- THEMATIC FoCus: LEVELED TEXTS OFTEN CONCENTRATE ON SPECIFIC THEMES OR EVENTS, ENABLING STUDENTS TO EXPLORE A
TOPIC IN DEPTH.

DeBrA J. HOUSEL’S APPROACH TO LEVELED TEXTS ON THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION EMPHASIZES THESE CHARACTERISTICS,
ENSURING THAT LEARNERS CAN EFFECTIVELY ENGAGE WITH HISTORICAL NARRATIVES.

CAUSES oF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION WAS FUELED BY A MYRIAD OF FACTORS THAT COLLECTIVELY IGNITED THE DESIRE FOR INDEPENDENCE
AMONG THE THIRTEEN COLONIES. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS OUTLINE THE MOST SIGNIFICANT CAUSES OF THIS MONUMENT AL
CONFLICT.

1. TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION

ONE OF THE MOST PROMINENT GRIEVANCES OF THE AMERICAN COLONISTS WAS THE ISSUE OF TAXATION WITHOUT
REPRESENTATION. THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT IMPOSED VARIOUS TAXES ON THE COLONIES, INCLUDING:

- THe STaMP AcT (1765): THIS REQUIRED COLONISTS TO PURCHASE SPECIAL STAMPED PAPER FOR LEGAL DOCUMENTS,
NEWSPAPERS, AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS, DIRECTLY IMPACTING THE ECONOMY.

- Tre TownsHend AcTs (1767): THESE IMPOSED DUTIES ON IMPORTED GOODS SUCH AS TEA, GLASS, AND PAPER, LEADING
TO WIDESPREAD PROTESTS.

- THe Tea AcT (1773): THIS ACT GRANTED THE BRITISH EAST INDIA COMPANY A MONOPOLY ON TEA SALES IN THE
COLONIES, INCITING THE FAMOUS BoSTON TEA PARTY.

COLONISTS BELIEVED THAT AS THEY HAD NO REPRESENTATION IN PARLIAMENT, THEY SHOULD NOT BE SUBJECTED TO TAXATION,
LEADING TO WIDESPREAD DISCONTENT AND CALLS FOR A CHANGE.



2. THE INFLUENCE OF ENLIGHTENMENT IDEAS

THE ENLIGHTENMENT/ AN INTELLECTUAL MOVEMENT OF THE 17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES, PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN SHAPING
REVOLUTIONARY THOUGHT. KEY IDEAS INCLUDED:

- NATURAL RIGHTS: PHILOSOPHERS LIKEJOHN LOCKE ARGUED THAT ALL INDIVIDUALS ARE ENTITLED TO LIFE, LIBERTY, AND
PROPERTY. THE DENIAL OF THESE RIGHTS BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT SPURRED CALLS FOR INDEPENDENCE.

- SocliAL CONTRACT: THE CONCEPT THAT GOVERNMENTS ARE FORMED BY THE CONSENT OF THE GOVERNED INFLUENCED
COLONISTS TO CHALLENGE BRITISH AUTHORITY.

- SEPARATION OF POWERS: ENLIGHTENMENT THINKERS ADVOCATED FOR A SYSTEM OF GOVERNANCE THAT DIVIDED POWER
AMONG DIFFERENT BRANCHES, A PRINCIPLE THAT LATER INFLUENCED THE U.S. CoNsTITUTION.

THESE IDEAS INSPIRED COLONISTS TO ENVISION A GOVERNMENT BASED ON EQUALITY AND JUSTICE, FURTHER FUELING
REVOLUTIONARY SENTIMENTS.

3. BRrITISH MILITARY PRESENCE AND ACTIONS

THE PRESENCE OF BRITISH TROOPS IN THE COLONIES CONTRIBUTED TO RISING TENSIONS AND RESENTMENT. KEY EVENTS INCLUDE:

- THe QUARTERING ACT (1765): THIS LAW REQUIRED COLONISTS TO HOUSE AND PROVIDE FOR BRITISH SOLDIERS, LEADING
TO FEELINGS OF INVASION AND HOSTILITY.

- THe BosTon Massacre (1770): A CONFRONTATION BETWEEN BRITISH SOLDIERS AND COLONISTS ESCALATED INTO
VIOLENCE, RESULTING IN THE DEATH OF FIVE COLONISTS. THIS EVENT WAS HEAVILY PUBLICIZED AND USED AS A RALLYING POINT
FOR ANTI-BRITISH SENTIMENT.

- THE INTOLERABLE ACTS (1774): IN RESPONSE TO THE BOSTON TEA PARTY, THESE PUNITIVE MEASURES INCLUDED CLOSING
BosToN HARBOR AND REVOKING MASSACHUSETTS’ CHARTER, FURTHER UNITING THE COLONIES AGAINST BRITISH RULE.

THESE MILITARY ACTIONS CREATED A SENSE OF URGENCY AMONG COLONISTS, REINFORCING THE IDEA THAT INDEPENDENCE WAS
NECESSARY FOR THEIR RIGHTS AND SAFETY.

4. EconoMic CONTROL AND RESTRICTIONS

ECONOMIC CONTROL BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT ALSO PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE DRIVE FOR INDEPENDENCE. T HE
NAVIGATION ACTS, PASSED IN THE MID- 17 TH CENTURY, MANDATED THAT COLONIAL TRADE BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY WITH
BRITAIN, LIMITING ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES FOR COLONISTS. OTHER CONTRIBUTING FACTORS INCLUDE:

- RESTRICTIONS ON MANUFACTURING: THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT DISCOURAGED THE GROWTH OF LOCAL MANUFACTURING,
FORCING COLONISTS TO RELY ON BRITISH GOODS.

- TRADE LIMITATIONS: VARIOUS LAWS RESTRICTED TRADE WITH OTHER NATIONS, UNDERMINING THE ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE OF
THE COLONIES.

- DEBT FROM THE FRENCH AND INDIAN W/ AR: TO RECOVER FROM THE FINANCIAL BURDEN OF THE WAR, BRITAIN IMPOSED
ADDITIONAL TAXES ON THE COLONIES, FURTHER STRAINING COLONIAL FINANCES.

THESE ECONOMIC RESTRICTIONS FOSTERED RESENTMENT AND A DESIRE FOR SELF-SUFFICIENCY AMONG COLONISTS.

5. THe RoLe oF CoLoNIAL UNITY AND RESISTANCE

AS GRIEVANCES MOUNTED, COLONIAL UNITY BECAME INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT. ORGANIZATIONS AND EVENTS THAT FOSTERED
RESISTANCE INCLUDED:

- THe FIrsT CoNTINENTAL ConGress (1774): DELEGATES FROM TWELVE COLONIES MET TO DISCUSS A UNIFIED RESPONSE TO
BRITISH POLICIES, MARKING A SIGNIFICANT STEP TOWARD COLLECTIVE ACTION.



- CoMMITTEES OF CORRESPONDENCE: THESE GROUPS FACILITATED COMMUNICATION BETWEEN COLONIES, ORGANIZING PROTESTS
AND SHARING INFORMATION ABOUT BRITISH ACTIONS.

- THE SONS OF LIBERTY: THIS SECRET ORGANIZATION ACTIVELY OPPOSED BRITISH POLICIES THROUGH DEMONSTRATIONS AND
ACTS OF CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE, INCLUDING THE BosTon Tea PARTY.

THE GROWTH OF THESE NETWORKS OF RESISTANCE CULTIVATED A SENSE OF SHARED IDENTITY AND PURPOSE AMONG THE
COLONISTS, ULTIMATELY LEADING TO A UNIFIED CALL FOR INDEPENDENCE.

6. THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

THE CULMINATION OF VARIOUS REVOLUTIONARY SENTIMENTS WAS THE DRAFTING OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE IN
177 6. WRITTEN PRIMARILY BY THOMAS JEFFERSON, THIS DOCUMENT ARTICULATED THE COLONIES  GRIEVANCES AND ASSERTED
THEIR RIGHT TO SELF-GOVERN. KEY COMPONENTS INCLUDE:

- ASSERTION OF RIGHTS: THE DOCUMENT FAMOUSLY DECLARES THAT “ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL” AND POSSESS
“UNALIENABLE RIGHTS” TO LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS.

- LisT ofF GRIEVANCES: A DETAILED ENUMERATION OF THE COLONISTS  COMPLAINTS AGAINST KING GEORGE ||| DEMONSTRATES
THE JUSTIFICATION FOR INDEPENDENCE.

- FOrRMAL DECLARATION: THE FINAL SECTION PROCLAIMS THE COLONIES AS FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES, SEVERING TIES WITH
BRITAIN.

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE SERVED NOT ONLY AS A STATEMENT OF INTENT BUT ALSO AS A POWERFUL SYMBOL OF THE
COLONISTS' COMMITMENT TO THEIR RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS.

CoNCLUSION

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION WAS THE RESULT OF A COMPLEX INTERPLAY OF POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL FACTORS.
DEBRAJ. HOUSEL’S LEVELED TEXTS PROVIDE AN INVALUABLE RESOURCE FOR UNDERSTANDING THESE CAUSES IN AN ACCESSIBLE
MANNER. BY EXPLORING THEMES SUCH AS TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION, THE INFLUENCE OF ENLIGHTENMENT IDEAS,
BRITISH MILITARY ACTIONS, ECONOMIC CONTROL, AND THE ROLE OF COLONIAL UNITY, STUDENTS CAN GAIN A DEEPER
APPRECIATION FOR THE MOTIVATIONS BEHIND THE REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT. THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
ULTIMATELY CRYSTALLIZED THESE IDEAS, MARKING A DECISIVE MOMENT IN THE QUEST FOR AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE.
UNDERSTANDING THESE CAUSES NOT ONLY ENRICHES OUR KNOWLEDGE OF HISTORY BUT ALSO SHEDS LIGHT ON THE ONGOING
STRUGGLE FOR RIGHTS AND REPRESENTATION IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT ARE LEVELED TEXTS AND HOW ARE THEY USED IN TEACHING THE CAUSES OF THE
AMERICAN REVOLUTION?

LEVELED TEXTS ARE READING MATERIALS THAT ARE CATEGORIZED BY DIFFICULTY TO ACCOMMODATE VARIOUS READING LEVELS
AMONG STUDENTS. THEY ARE USED IN TEACHING THE CAUSES OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION BY PROVIDING ACCESSIBLE
CONTENT THAT HELPS STUDENTS UNDERSTAND COMPLEX HISTORICAL EVENTS AT THEIR OWN READING LEVEL.

\WHo Is DesrA _J HOUSEL AND WHAT IS HER CONTRIBUTION TO EDUCATION?

DEBRAJ. HOUSEL IS AN EDUCATOR AND AUTHOR KNOWN FOR HER WORK IN CREATING LEVELED TEXTS THAT SUPPORT DIVERSE
LEARNERS. HER CONTRIBUTIONS OFTEN FOCUS ON PROVIDING MATERIALS THAT CATER TO DIFFERENT READING SKILLS,
PARTICULARLY IN HISTORY AND SOCIAL STUDIES.



\WHAT KEY EVENTS LEADING TO THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION ARE TYPICALLY COVERED
IN LEVELED TEXTS BY DEeBRA J. HOUSEL?

KEY EVENTS OFTEN COVERED INCLUDE THE STAMP ACT, THE BOSTON TEA PARTY, THE INTOLERABLE ACTS, AND THE FIRST
ConTINENTAL CONGRESS, ALL OF WHICH ILLUSTRATE THE GROWING TENSIONS BETWEEN THE AMERICAN COLONIES AND BRITISH
RULE.

How DO LEVELED TEXTS HELP STUDENTS UNDERSTAND THE PERSPECTIVES OF DIFFERENT
GROUPS DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION?

LEVELED TEXTS PROVIDE VARYING VIEWPOINTS, SUCH AS THOSE OF BrITISH LOYALISTS, AMERICAN PATRIOTS, AND NEUTRAL
COLONISTS, ALLOWING STUDENTS TO EXPLORE DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES AND BETTER UNDERSTAND THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE
CONFLICT.

WHAT STRATEGIES DOES DEBRA J. HOUSEL RECOMMEND FOR USING LEVELED TEXTS IN
THE CLASSROOM?

HOUSEL RECOMMENDS STRATEGIES SUCH AS GUIDED READING SESSIONS, COOPERATIVE LEARNING GROUPS, AND DIFFERENTIATED
INSTRUCTION TO ENSURE ALL STUDENTS ENGAGE WITH THE MATERIAL EFFECTIVELY AND DEVELOP A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF
HISTORICAL EVENTS.

CAN LEVELED TEXTS BE USED FOR ASSESSMENT IN UNDERSTANDING THE CAUSES OF THE
AMERICAN REVOLUTION?

YES, LEVELED TEXTS CAN BE USED FOR FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS SUCH AS COMPREHENSION CHECKS, DISCUSSION PROMPTS, AND
PROJECT-BASED LEARNING, ALLOWING EDUCATORS TO GAUGE STUDENTS' UNDERSTANDING OF THE CAUSES OF THE AMERICAN
REVOLUTION.

\WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF USING LEVELED TEXTS FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS
(ELLS) sSTUDYING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION?

LEVELED TEXTS BENEFIT ELLS BY PROVIDING SIMPLIFIED LANGUAGE AND CONTEXT, WHICH HELPS THEM BUILD VOCABULARY AND
COMPREHENSION SKILLS WHILE ENGAGING WITH IMPORTANT HISTORICAL CONTENT IN A WAY THAT IS ACCESSIBLE AND
RELATABLE.

How poEs DeBrA J. HOUSEL ENSURE THAT HER LEVELED TEXTS REMAIN ENGAGING FOR
STUDENTS?

HOUSEL ENSURES ENGAGEMENT BY INCORPORATING VIVID IMAGES, RELATABLE STORIES, AND INTERACTIVE ELEMENTS, SUCH AS
QUESTIONS AND ACTIVITIES, THAT ENCOURAGE CRITICAL THINKING AND PERSONAL CONNECTIONS TO THE MATERIAL.
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