let the circle be unbroken mildred taylor

Let the Circle Be Unbroken Mildred Taylor is a poignant and powerful novel that continues the legacy
of African American storytelling. Written by the acclaimed author Mildred D. Taylor, this book serves as
a vital piece in understanding the struggles and triumphs of Black families in the early 20th century. It
is the fourth installment in Taylor's "Logans" series, which chronicles the lives of the Logan family,
focusing on themes of family, resilience, and the fight against racial injustice. In this article, we will
delve into the rich narrative of "Let the Circle Be Unbroken," its characters, themes, and the broader

significance of Mildred Taylor’s work in American literature.

Overview of the Novel

"Let the Circle Be Unbroken," published in 1981, is set in Mississippi during the 1930s, amidst the
backdrop of the Great Depression. The story follows the Logan family, particularly the children: Cassie,
Stacey, and their siblings, who navigate the challenges of growing up as African Americans in a
segregated society. The novel explores their relationships, aspirations, and the harsh realities of

racism that pervade their lives.

Plot Summary

The narrative picks up from where Taylor’s previous book, "Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry," left off.
Cassie Logan, the protagonist, is now a teenager facing the complexities of adolescence while
grappling with the harsh realities of her environment. The Logans are landowners, a rarity for Black

families at the time, which sets them apart but also makes them targets of jealousy and prejudice.

Key events in the story include:



1. The Struggles of the Logan Family: The Logans face constant threats to their land and livelihood,

reflecting the broader economic hardships of the era.

2. Racial Injustice: The book vividly portrays instances of systemic racism, including violence and

discrimination, that the Logans and their community endure.

3. Community and Resistance: Despite the adversities, the Logan family and their neighbors exhibit

resilience, coming together to support one another in the face of adversity.

4. The Importance of Education: Education serves as a significant theme, with characters striving to

pursue knowledge as a means of empowerment.

Character Analysis

Mildred Taylor’s characters are richly developed, each representing different facets of the African

American experience during the 1930s.

Cassie Logan

Cassie Logan, the main character, is courageous and outspoken. Throughout the novel, she grapples
with her identity and the injustices faced by her family. Her journey towards maturity is central to the

narrative, as she learns the importance of standing up for her beliefs and the value of family.

Stacey Logan

Stacey, Cassie's older brother, embodies the struggles of young Black men during this period. He



faces the pressures of manhood and responsibility, often trying to protect his family and maintain their

dignity in a society that seeks to oppress them.

Big Ma

Big Ma, the matriarch of the Logan family, symbolizes resilience and strength. Her wisdom and
experiences serve as a guiding force for the younger generation, reminding them of their heritage and

the importance of their land.

The Supporting Characters

The novel also features a range of supporting characters, including friends and neighbors, who enrich
the story. Each character adds depth to the themes of community, struggle, and resistance against

racial inequality.

Themes in ''Let the Circle Be Unbroken"

The themes woven throughout "Let the Circle Be Unbroken" are essential for understanding the

historical and emotional context of the story.

Racial Injustice and Inequality

One of the most prominent themes is the pervasive racial injustice that affects the Logan family and
their community. The novel does not shy away from depicting the harsh realities of racism, including
lynchings and economic exploitation. Taylor uses these experiences to highlight the systemic barriers

that African Americans faced during this time.



Family and Community

Family is at the heart of the narrative. The bonds between the Logans and their community provide
strength and support amid adversity. The novel illustrates how collective resilience can combat

oppression, emphasizing that, despite the struggle, the love and unity of family are unbreakable.

The Importance of Heritage and Identity

Taylor explores the significance of heritage and identity through the Logan family’s connection to their
land. The land symbolizes not just economic stability but also cultural heritage and the struggle for
freedom. The Logans’ fight to keep their land serves as a metaphor for their fight for dignity and

respect.

Mildred Taylor’s Impact on Literature

Mildred D. Taylor is an influential figure in children’s and young adult literature. Her works often
address themes of racism, identity, and resilience, making them essential reading for understanding

the African American experience.

Recognition and Awards

Taylor has received numerous accolades for her work, including the Coretta Scott King Award and the
Newbery Medal for "Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry." Her contributions to literature have opened doors

for discussions about race, history, and social justice, inspiring generations of readers.



Legacy of the Logan Family Series

The Logan family series, including "Let the Circle Be Unbroken," continues to be relevant today as it
addresses ongoing issues of racial inequality and social justice. Taylor’s storytelling not only entertains

but also educates, making her works vital for both young and adult readers.

Conclusion

In summary, Let the Circle Be Unbroken Mildred Taylor is more than just a novel; it is a powerful
testament to the resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity. Through the lives of the Logan
family, Taylor offers a profound exploration of racial injustice, the importance of family, and the
strength found in community. Her work remains a crucial part of American literature, inviting readers to
reflect on the past while considering the ongoing struggles for equality and justice. As we continue to
grapple with these themes in contemporary society, Taylor’s stories remind us of the importance of

understanding our history and the power of storytelling in fostering empathy and change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Let the Circle Be Unbroken' by Mildred
Taylor?

The central theme of 'Let the Circle Be Unbroken' revolves around the struggles of African American
families in the South during the early 20th century, focusing on issues of racism, family, and resilience.
Who are the main characters in 'Let the Circle Be Unbroken'?

The main characters include the Logan family, particularly Cassie Logan, who serves as the

protagonist, alongside her parents and brothers, as they navigate the challenges of their environment.



How does Mildred Taylor portray the concept of family in the novel?

Mildred Taylor portrays family as a source of strength and support, emphasizing the importance of

unity and shared values among the Logans as they face external adversities.

What historical context is important to understand when reading 'Let

the Circle Be Unbroken'?

Understanding the historical context of Jim Crow laws, segregation, and the Great Depression is

crucial, as these elements significantly impact the lives and struggles of the characters in the story.

In what ways does 'Let the Circle Be Unbroken' address the issue of
racism?

The novel addresses racism through the experiences of the Logan family, illustrating the systemic

discrimination they face, as well as the personal impact of racist attitudes and actions on their lives.

What literary devices does Mildred Taylor use to enhance the
storytelling in 'Let the Circle Be Unbroken'?

Mildred Taylor employs vivid imagery, symbolism, and rich character development to enhance

storytelling, creating a deep emotional connection between the reader and the characters.

How does the narrative structure of 'Let the Circle Be Unbroken'
contribute to its themes?

The narrative structure, told from Cassie's perspective, allows readers to experience her growth and
understanding of complex social issues, reinforcing the themes of resilience and the importance of

heritage.



What role does education play in 'Let the Circle Be Unbroken'?

Education is portrayed as a vital tool for empowerment and resistance against oppression, with

characters seeking knowledge as a means to improve their circumstances and assert their dignity.

How does the setting influence the events of 'Let the Circle Be

Unbroken'?

The rural Southern setting significantly influences the events, as it reflects the socio-economic
challenges faced by African American families and serves as a backdrop for the community dynamics

and conflicts.

What is the significance of the title 'Let the Circle Be Unbroken'?

The title signifies the importance of family bonds, heritage, and the continuity of cultural identity despite

the challenges faced by the characters, emphasizing the need for resilience and unity.
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