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Let God Be God Ray C. Stedman is a powerful message that resonates deeply with
many believers and seekers of faith. Ray C. Stedman, an influential pastor, author, and
speaker, emphasized the importance of allowing God to take control in our lives, urging
individuals to trust in His divine wisdom and guidance. This article explores the key
themes of Stedman's teachings, the relevance of "Let God be God" in contemporary
society, and how individuals can practically apply this principle to their lives.

Understanding Ray C. Stedman

Ray C. Stedman (1917-1992) was a prominent figure in the evangelical Christian
community. He served as the pastor of the Peninsula Bible Church in Palo Alto, California,
for over four decades and authored numerous books that have inspired many. His
teachings focused on the practicality of faith, encouraging believers to experience a
genuine relationship with God rather than merely adhering to religious rituals.

One of the central messages of Stedman's ministry was the idea of surrendering control to
God. His famous phrase, "Let God be God," encapsulates the essence of his teachings,
encouraging individuals to trust in God's sovereignty and His ability to guide their lives.

The Core Message: Let God Be God

At its heart, "Let God be God" is an invitation to release our anxieties and fears by
recognizing God's ultimate authority and power. This concept is rooted in several key
theological principles:

1. God's Sovereignty

Stedman emphasized that God is sovereign, meaning He holds ultimate authority over all
creation. This belief is foundational in Christianity, asserting that God is in control and
that nothing happens outside His will. Understanding God's sovereignty can provide
believers with comfort, especially during challenging times.

2. The Importance of Faith

Faith is integral to the message of "Let God be God." Stedman often spoke about the
necessity of trusting in God, particularly when circumstances seem overwhelming. By
placing our faith in God, we acknowledge that He knows what is best for us, even when we
do not understand His plans.



3. Surrender and Submission

To let God be God requires surrendering our own desires and plans. This act of submission
can be challenging, especially in a culture that values self-determination and control.
Stedman encouraged believers to embrace humility and submit to God's will, trusting that
His plans for us are good and purposeful.

4. The Role of Prayer

Prayer is a vital component of letting God be God. Stedman highlighted that prayer is not
just about asking God for things but about building a relationship with Him. Through
prayer, individuals can express their concerns and desires while also seeking God's
guidance and will.

Relevance in Contemporary Society

In today's fast-paced and often chaotic world, the message of "Let God be God" is more
relevant than ever. Many people experience stress and anxiety stemming from their
attempts to control their lives and situations. The pressure to succeed, make the right
choices, and navigate life's uncertainties can be overwhelming.

Here are a few reasons why Stedman's message resonates with modern audiences:

1. The Burden of Control

In a culture that promotes individualism and self-reliance, many feel the burden of having
to control every aspect of their lives. This mindset can lead to burnout and dissatisfaction.
By embracing the principle of letting God be God, individuals can find relief from this
burden, acknowledging that they do not have to carry the weight of the world on their
shoulders.

2. The Search for Meaning

Many individuals today are searching for meaning and purpose in their lives. Stedman's
teachings encourage believers to seek fulfillment not in personal achievements but in a
relationship with God. By letting God take the lead, individuals can discover a deeper
sense of purpose and direction.

3. Navigating Uncertainty



Life is filled with uncertainties, from personal struggles to global crises. Stedman's
emphasis on trusting God's plan provides reassurance during tumultuous times. Believers
can find peace in knowing that God is aware of their circumstances and is working
everything out for their good.

Applying the Principle of Letting God Be God

While the concept of letting God be God may sound straightforward, applying it in daily
life can be challenging. Here are some practical steps to embrace this principle:

1. Recognize Your Limitations: Acknowledge that you cannot control everything.
Accepting your limitations is the first step towards surrendering to God's authority.

2. Practice Daily Prayer: Make prayer a regular part of your routine. Use this time to
communicate with God, share your concerns, and seek His guidance.

3. Study Scripture: Engage with the Bible to understand God's character and
promises. Familiarizing yourself with His Word can strengthen your faith and trust in
His plans.

4. Seek Community: Surround yourself with a supportive faith community. Engaging
with fellow believers can provide encouragement, accountability, and shared
experiences of trusting God.

5. Reflect on God's Faithfulness: Take time to reflect on past experiences where you
witnessed God's faithfulness. Remembering these moments can bolster your
confidence in His sovereignty.

Conclusion

The message of "Let God be God" as taught by Ray C. Stedman serves as a profound
reminder of the importance of surrendering control and trusting in God's divine plan. In a
world that often promotes self-reliance and individualism, Stedman's teachings encourage
believers to embrace humility and allow God to lead their lives.

By recognizing God's sovereignty, practicing faith, and actively engaging in prayer and
community, individuals can experience the peace and fulfillment that comes from letting
God take control. Ultimately, the principle of letting God be God invites us into a deeper
relationship with our Creator, where we can find purpose, direction, and solace in His
unwavering presence.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Ray C. Stedman's 'Let God Be
God'?

The main theme of 'Let God Be God' is to encourage individuals to surrender their lives to
God's will, emphasizing trust and faith in God's sovereignty and wisdom.

How does Ray C. Stedman describe the nature of God in
his book?

Stedman describes God as all-powerful, loving, and just, encouraging readers to
understand God's character in order to fully trust Him in their lives.

What scriptural references does Stedman use to support
his teachings?

Stedman often references various scriptures, including passages from the Psalms and the
New Testament, highlighting God's promises and faithfulness.

What practical advice does Stedman offer for letting
God take control of one's life?

He advises readers to practice prayer, seek God's guidance through scripture, and be
open to His leading in everyday decisions, fostering a deeper relationship with God.

In what ways does Stedman address the issue of human
suffering?

Stedman addresses human suffering by explaining that it can lead to spiritual growth and
a deeper dependence on God, encouraging readers to trust in God's greater plan.

What is the significance of the title 'Let God Be God'?

The title signifies the importance of recognizing God's authority and allowing Him to fulfill
His role in one’s life, rather than trying to control outcomes ourselves.

How has 'Let God Be God' impacted readers' faith
journeys?

Many readers report that the book has deepened their faith, helped them to trust God
more, and encouraged them to relinquish control over their circumstances.



What audience is 'Let God Be God' aimed at?

The book is aimed at Christians seeking to strengthen their faith and understanding of
God's nature, as well as those struggling with control and trust in their lives.

Are there any criticisms of Stedman's approach in 'Let
God Be God'?

Some critics argue that while Stedman's message is uplifting, it may oversimplify the
complexities of faith and suffering, not addressing all theological perspectives.
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