
lesson 2 the new england colonies answer
key
lesson 2 the new england colonies answer key provides an essential guide for understanding the
historical, social, and economic aspects of the New England colonies during early American history.
This comprehensive answer key is designed to assist students and educators in navigating the key
themes of Lesson 2, including the founding, development, and characteristics of the New England
colonies. The lesson highlights the unique geography, economy, and culture that distinguished these
colonies from others in the American colonial landscape. Additionally, it explores the impact of
religion, governance, and interactions with Native Americans. This article will serve as a detailed
resource for those seeking clarity on the lesson’s content and important concepts, ensuring a
thorough grasp of the New England colonies’ significance. The following sections will break down the
major topics covered in the lesson, providing accurate answers and insights aligned with curriculum
standards.
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Economy and Industry

Religion and Society

Government and Political Structure

Relations with Native Americans

Key Historical Events

Overview of the New England Colonies
The New England colonies, established in the early 17th century, consisted primarily of
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New Hampshire. These colonies were founded by
English Puritans and other settlers seeking religious freedom and economic opportunity. Lesson 2 the
new england colonies answer key clarifies that the settlers faced numerous challenges but developed
distinct communities with strong social and religious values. The overview section introduces the
foundational aspects and historical context that shaped the New England colonies’ development and
identity.

Founding and Early Settlers
The New England colonies were founded starting in 1620 with the arrival of the Pilgrims on the
Mayflower, leading to the establishment of Plymouth Colony. Subsequently, the Massachusetts Bay



Colony was founded in 1630 by Puritans seeking to create a “city upon a hill” as a model Christian
society. Connecticut and Rhode Island were later established by settlers branching off from
Massachusetts for various religious and political reasons. Understanding the founding motives and
early settlers’ backgrounds is crucial for grasping the colonies’ evolution.

Distinctive Characteristics
Lesson 2 the new england colonies answer key emphasizes the distinguishing features of these
colonies, such as their focus on community, town meetings, and educational institutions. Unlike the
Southern colonies, New England society was more centered on religion, family, and democratic
participation, which influenced their governance and social norms.

Geography and Climate
The geography and climate of the New England colonies played a significant role in shaping their
economy and lifestyle. This section of the answer key explains how the region’s rocky soil, dense
forests, and colder climate influenced settlement patterns and agricultural practices.

Physical Landscape
The New England region is characterized by a rugged coastline, numerous harbors, and hilly terrain.
These natural features limited large-scale farming but provided excellent opportunities for fishing,
shipbuilding, and trade. The presence of forests fueled the timber industry, which was vital to the
colonies’ economy.

Climate Impact
The colder climate meant shorter growing seasons compared to southern colonies, which affected the
types of crops that could be cultivated. Colonists primarily grew subsistence crops such as corn,
beans, and squash, relying also on livestock and fishing to supplement their diets. The climate also
influenced the social structure, as communities needed to work closely to survive harsh winters.

Economy and Industry
The economy of the New England colonies was diverse and adapted to the region’s environmental
conditions. Lesson 2 the new england colonies answer key highlights the main economic activities,
including agriculture, fishing, shipbuilding, and trade, all of which contributed to the colonies’
prosperity.

Agricultural Practices
Due to rocky soil and a short growing season, large plantations were rare in New England. Farmers
practiced subsistence agriculture, growing enough food to support their families rather than for



export. Common crops included corn, beans, and root vegetables, while livestock such as cattle and
pigs were also raised.

Fishing and Maritime Industry
Fishing was a cornerstone of the New England economy, with cod being a particularly important
catch. The abundance of fish supported local consumption and export to Europe and other colonies.
Additionally, shipbuilding emerged as a major industry, leveraging the ample timber supply and
skilled labor force in the region.

Trade and Commerce
New England colonies engaged in trade both within the Americas and internationally. Merchants
exported fish, timber, and furs while importing manufactured goods from England. The triangular
trade routes connected New England with the Caribbean and Africa, involving the exchange of goods
and enslaved people, which shaped the economic landscape.

Religion and Society
Religion played a central role in the social fabric of the New England colonies. This section of the
lesson 2 the new england colonies answer key explores the influence of Puritan beliefs and how
religious practices shaped community life, education, and governance.

Puritan Influence
The Puritans sought to create a society based on their strict religious principles, emphasizing moral
conduct, community responsibility, and education. Their belief in a covenant with God led to the
establishment of churches as central institutions in each town.

Community and Education
Communities in New England were tightly knit, with town meetings serving as a democratic forum for
decision-making. Education was highly valued, with laws requiring towns to establish schools to
ensure children could read the Bible. Harvard College, founded in 1636, was the first institution of
higher learning in the colonies and reflected the importance of religious education.

Government and Political Structure
The governance of the New England colonies was characterized by a mix of self-government and
religious influence. Lesson 2 the new england colonies answer key details the political institutions and
democratic practices that emerged in this region.



Town Meetings and Local Government
Town meetings were a hallmark of New England political life, allowing male church members to vote
on local issues. This practice laid the groundwork for broader democratic participation and community
accountability.

Colonial Charters and Authority
Each colony operated under a charter granted by the English crown, which defined its governmental
structure and powers. While the crown retained ultimate authority, the colonies exercised significant
self-government, particularly in managing local affairs and enforcing religious conformity.

Relations with Native Americans
The interactions between New England colonists and Native American tribes were complex and often
contentious. This section of the answer key outlines the nature of these relationships and their impact
on colonial development.

Early Cooperation and Conflict
Initial relations involved trade and occasional cooperation, but tensions soon grew due to land
disputes, cultural differences, and competition for resources. Several conflicts arose, including the
Pequot War and King Philip’s War, which had lasting consequences for both colonists and Native
Americans.

Impact on Native Populations
European settlement led to significant displacement and population decline among Native American
tribes due to warfare and diseases introduced by Europeans. The loss of land and autonomy altered
the indigenous way of life permanently.

Key Historical Events
Lesson 2 the new england colonies answer key also covers important events that shaped the region’s
history and legacy. These events illustrate the social, political, and religious dynamics of early New
England society.

The Mayflower Compact
Signed in 1620 aboard the Mayflower, this document established a self-governing agreement among
the Pilgrims, laying the foundation for democratic governance in the colonies. It is often cited as an
early example of social contract theory in America.



King Philip’s War
Fought between 1675 and 1676, this conflict was one of the deadliest in colonial America. It arose
from escalating tensions between Native Americans led by Metacom (King Philip) and English settlers.
The war resulted in significant loss of life and weakened Native resistance in New England.

Founding of Harvard College
Harvard was established in 1636 to train ministers and promote education aligned with Puritan
values. It remains the oldest institution of higher education in the United States and symbolizes the
emphasis on learning in New England society.

Mayflower Compact (1620)

Founding of Massachusetts Bay Colony (1630)

Pequot War (1636–1638)

Founding of Harvard College (1636)

King Philip’s War (1675–1676)

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main topics covered in Lesson 2 of The New
England Colonies?
Lesson 2 of The New England Colonies typically covers the geography, economy, society, and
government of the New England Colonies during the colonial period.

Who were the primary settlers of the New England Colonies
discussed in Lesson 2?
The primary settlers discussed are mostly Puritans and Pilgrims who sought religious freedom and
established communities in New England.

How did geography influence the economy of the New
England Colonies in Lesson 2?
The rocky soil and cold climate limited farming, so settlers focused on fishing, shipbuilding, and trade
as key economic activities.



What role did religion play in the New England Colonies
according to Lesson 2?
Religion was central, with Puritan beliefs shaping government, education, and community life in the
New England Colonies.

How was government organized in the New England Colonies
as explained in Lesson 2?
Government was often based on town meetings and a democratic approach where male church
members could vote and participate.

What challenges did the New England Colonies face during
their early development in Lesson 2?
Challenges included harsh weather, conflicts with Native Americans, and establishing stable
economies and governments.

How did education feature in the New England Colonies
according to Lesson 2?
Education was emphasized to ensure that children could read the Bible, leading to the establishment
of schools and colleges like Harvard.

What is the significance of the Mayflower Compact discussed
in Lesson 2?
The Mayflower Compact was an early form of self-government and social contract that set a
precedent for democratic governance in the colonies.

Additional Resources
1. The New England Colonies: Foundations and Growth
This book explores the establishment and development of the New England colonies, focusing on the
social, economic, and political factors that shaped early colonial life. It provides detailed accounts of
the Pilgrims’ journey, the role of religion, and the interaction with Indigenous peoples. Readers gain
insight into how these colonies laid the groundwork for American society.

2. Life in Colonial New England
Offering a vivid portrayal of daily life in the New England colonies, this book examines family
structures, education, work, and community governance. It highlights the Puritan influence on culture
and the challenges faced by settlers in adapting to the New World. The book also discusses the role of
town meetings and local government.

3. Religious Influence in the New England Colonies
This title delves into the central role of religion within the New England colonies, particularly focusing



on Puritanism and its effects on laws, education, and societal norms. It explains how religious beliefs
motivated migration and shaped community life. The book also covers dissenters and the founding of
new settlements like Rhode Island.

4. Economy and Trade in Early New England
Focusing on the economic activities of the New England colonies, this book discusses farming, fishing,
shipbuilding, and trade. It highlights how the geography and natural resources influenced economic
choices. The text also addresses the development of markets and relationships with England and
other colonies.

5. Governance and Laws in the New England Colonies
This book provides an overview of the political structures and legal systems established in the New
England colonies. It covers the Mayflower Compact, town meetings, and the role of colonial
assemblies. The book explains how these early forms of self-government contributed to democratic
traditions in America.

6. Interactions Between Native Americans and New England Settlers
Examining the complex relationships between Indigenous peoples and colonists, this book sheds light
on trade, cooperation, conflict, and cultural exchange. It discusses key events such as King Philip’s
War and the impact of colonization on Native communities. The book aims to present multiple
perspectives on this critical aspect of colonial history.

7. Education and Schools in Colonial New England
This title explores the emphasis placed on education in the New England colonies, driven largely by
religious motives to read the Bible. It details the establishment of the first schools and colleges,
including Harvard. The book also addresses the curriculum and the role of education in social
cohesion.

8. The Role of Women in New England Colonies
Focusing on the lives and contributions of women, this book discusses their roles within family, labor,
and community. It highlights the limitations imposed by Puritan society but also showcases examples
of female influence and resilience. The text provides insight into gender dynamics during colonial
times.

9. Challenges and Hardships in the New England Colonies
This book covers the various difficulties faced by settlers, including harsh climates, food shortages,
disease, and conflicts. It explains how these challenges affected settlement patterns and community
development. The narrative also emphasizes the perseverance and adaptability of the colonists.
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