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Maintaining a balanced and healthy swimming pool is essential for ensuring a safe and enjoyable swimming
environment. One of the key aspects of pool maintenance is managing water hardness. Hard water can lead to
various problems, including scale buildup, cloudy water, and skin irritation for swimmers. Leslies Hardness Plus
is a specialized product designed to help you effectively manage and balance the hardness levels in your pool
water. This article will provide you with comprehensive instructions on how to use Leslies Hardness Plus,
including its benefits, dosage guidelines, and tips for optimal results.

Understanding Water Hardness

Water hardness refers to the concentration of dissolved minerals, primarily calcium and magnesium, in water. It
is generally categorized into three levels:

1. Soft Water: Contains low concentrations of calcium and magnesium (< 100 mg/L).
2. Moderately Hard Water: Contains moderate levels (100-200 mg/L).
3. Hard Water: Contains high levels (> 200 mg/L).

The ideal hardness level for swimming pools typically falls between 200-400 mg/L. If the hardness level drops
below this range, it can lead to corrosion of pool surfaces and equipment. Conversely, if the level is too high,
it can result in scale formation and cloudy water.

Why Use Leslies Hardness Plus?

Leslies Hardness Plus is specifically formulated to increase the calcium hardness of swimming pool water. There
are several benefits to using this product:

- Prevents Corrosion: Maintaining proper hardness levels protects pool surfaces and equipment from corrosion.
- Reduces Scale Formation: The right calcium levels help prevent the formation of scale, which can be unsightly
and detrimental to your pool's plumbing system.
- Enhances Water Clarity: Proper hardness contributes to clearer water, making your pool more inviting.
- Improves Swimmer Comfort: Balanced water minimizes skin and eye irritation for swimmers.

How to Use Leslies Hardness Plus

Using Leslies Hardness Plus is a straightforward process, but it requires careful measurement and adherence to
the instructions to achieve optimal results. Here’s a step-by-step guide to help you through the process.

Step 1: Test Your Pool Water

Before adding any chemicals, it’s crucial to test your pool water to determine the current hardness level. You
can use a pool test kit or strips to measure the calcium hardness.

- Ideal Range: Aim for 200-400 mg/L of calcium hardness.
- Interpreting Results: If your result is below 200 mg/L, you will need to add Leslies Hardness Plus.



Step 2: Calculate the Required Dosage

Once you have determined the current hardness level, you can calculate how much Leslies Hardness Plus you
need to add. The general dosage guideline is as follows:

- To raise hardness by 10 mg/L: Use approximately 1 pound of Leslies Hardness Plus for every 10,000 gallons
of water in your pool.

For example, if your pool is 20,000 gallons and you need to raise the hardness by 20 mg/L, you would
calculate:

- Dosage = 1 pound x (20/10) = 2 pounds of Leslies Hardness Plus.

Step 3: Add Leslies Hardness Plus

Now that you have calculated the appropriate dosage, follow these steps to add Leslies Hardness Plus to
your pool:

1. Turn on the Pool Pump: Ensure the pump is running to help circulate the chemicals evenly.
2. Dissolve the Granules: In a clean bucket, dissolve the required amount of Leslies Hardness Plus in warm
water. This helps in even distribution.
3. Add to the Pool: Slowly pour the dissolved solution around the perimeter of the pool, focusing on areas
with good water circulation.
4. Avoid Direct Application: Do not add the granules directly to the pool without dissolving, as this can
cause staining or damage to the pool surface.

Step 4: Retest the Water

After 24 hours of adding Leslies Hardness Plus, retest the water to check the calcium hardness level.

- Adjustments: If the hardness is still below the desired range, you may need to repeat the dosage process.

Additional Tips for Maintaining Optimal Pool Hardness

Maintaining the right hardness level is an ongoing process. Here are some tips to help you keep your pool water
balanced:

- Regular Testing: Test your pool water at least once a week to monitor hardness levels, especially during
hot weather or heavy pool usage.
- Monitor Water Changes: Adding fresh water to the pool can alter hardness levels. Regularly check and
adjust accordingly.
- Use a Pool Cover: A cover can help reduce evaporation, which in turn helps maintain stable mineral levels.
- Balance Other Chemicals: Ensure that pH, alkalinity, and chlorine levels are also balanced, as these factors
can influence calcium hardness.

Safety Precautions When Using Leslies Hardness Plus

While Leslies Hardness Plus is safe for pool use, it’s important to observe certain safety precautions:



- Wear Protective Gear: Use gloves and goggles when handling the product to avoid skin and eye irritation.
- Store Properly: Keep the product in a cool, dry place away from children and pets.
- Follow Dosage Guidelines: Always adhere to the recommended dosages to prevent over-treatment, which can
lead to other chemical imbalances.

Conclusion

Leslies Hardness Plus is an effective solution for managing calcium hardness in swimming pools, providing
numerous benefits for both the pool and its users. By following the straightforward instructions outlined
above, you can ensure that your pool water remains balanced and inviting. Regular testing and adjustments,
along with proper safety precautions, will help you maintain optimal water conditions, making your swimming
experience enjoyable and safe. Whether you are a new pool owner or a seasoned pro, understanding and managing
water hardness with Leslies Hardness Plus can lead to a well-maintained and beautiful swimming pool.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Leslies Hardness Plus used for?

Leslies Hardness Plus is used to maintain proper water hardness levels in swimming pools and spas, preventing
corrosion and scale buildup.

How do I properly dose Leslies Hardness Plus?

To properly dose Leslies Hardness Plus, follow the instructions on the packaging for the recommended amount
based on your pool's volume, and add it directly to the water while the pump is running.

Can Leslies Hardness Plus be used in saltwater pools?

Yes, Leslies Hardness Plus can be used in saltwater pools to help maintain appropriate calcium hardness levels.

What are the symptoms of low calcium hardness in a pool?

Symptoms of low calcium hardness include cloudy water, etching on pool surfaces, and increased corrosion of
metal fixtures.

Is it safe to swim immediately after adding Leslies Hardness Plus?

It is generally safe to swim after adding Leslies Hardness Plus, but it is recommended to wait at least 30
minutes to 1 hour to allow for proper distribution.

What should I do if I accidentally add too much Leslies Hardness Plus?

If too much Leslies Hardness Plus is added, dilute the pool water by adding fresh water and retest the hardness
levels to ensure they are within the recommended range.
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