les miserables 10th anniversary dvd

Les Miserables 10th Anniversary DVD has become a significant milestone not just for fans of the
musical but also for the broader landscape of theatrical productions. Released in 2010, this special
edition DVD commemorates a decade since the groundbreaking concert performance of Victor Hugo's
timeless tale, originally adapted for the stage by Claude-Michel Schénberg and Alain Boublil. With its
powerful narrative, unforgettable music, and star-studded cast, the 10th Anniversary edition brings to

light the enduring legacy of “Les Misérables” and its impact on the world of theater.

Overview of Les Misérables

Les Misérables, based on Victor Hugo's 1862 novel, tells the story of Jean Valjean, a man struggling
to escape his past and find redemption in post-revolutionary France. The musical adaptation has
captivated audiences since its debut in Paris in 1980 and has since become one of the most popular

and acclaimed musicals in history.

Key Themes

The themes of Les Misérables resonate deeply with audiences, exploring:

- Redemption and Forgiveness: The journey of Valjean serves as a powerful metaphor for personal
redemption.

- Love and Sacrifice: The relationships between characters, particularly between Valjean and Cosette,
highlight the themes of parental love and self-sacrifice.

- Social Injustice: The narrative critiques the societal structures that lead to poverty and suffering, a

relevant theme that resonates even today.



The musical's ability to weave these themes into a compelling narrative is one of the reasons it has

remained popular for decades.

The 10th Anniversary Concert

The 10th Anniversary Concert of Les Misérables was held at the Royal Albert Hall in London in
October 1995. This concert, which marked a significant moment in the history of the musical, brought

together a cast of stars and original performers to celebrate the legacy of the show.

Notable Performers

The concert featured a remarkable ensemble cast, including:

- Colm Wilkinson as Jean Valjean
- Philip Quast as Javert

- Ruthie Henshall as Fantine

- Michael Ball as Marius

- Lea Salonga as Eponine

- Judy Kuhn as Cosette

These performers brought their unique talents to the stage, delivering powerful renditions of the

musical’s most beloved songs, such as “Do You Hear the People Sing?” and “I Dreamed a Dream.”

Production Value

The 10th Anniversary Concert was notable for its high production value, featuring:



- Orchestration: A full orchestra accompanied the performers, enhancing the emotional impact of the
music.

- Staging and Set Design: The iconic Royal Albert Hall was transformed into a stunning backdrop for
the performance, with elaborate sets and lighting that brought the story to life.

- Chorus and Ensemble: A large chorus added depth to the musical numbers, creating a sense of

community and urgency that is central to the storyline.

The combination of these elements resulted in a breathtaking performance that captured the hearts of

audiences worldwide.

The 10th Anniversary DVD Release

The DVD release of the 10th Anniversary Concert brought this unforgettable performance into homes
around the globe. Released in 2010, the DVD became a collector's item for fans and a valuable

resource for those interested in musical theater.

Features of the DVD

The 10th Anniversary DVD includes a variety of features that enhance the viewing experience:

1. Full Concert Performance: The main feature is the complete recording of the concert, allowing fans
to relive the magic of the live performance.

2. Behind-the-Scenes Footage: Viewers can enjoy exclusive behind-the-scenes clips, providing insights
into the production and the performers.

3. Interviews with Cast Members: The DVD includes interviews that delve into the cast's experiences,
thoughts on their roles, and the significance of the production.

4. Commentary: Some editions feature commentary from producers and directors, offering a deeper

understanding of the concert's creation and its impact.



Visual and Audio Quality

One of the standout features of the 10th Anniversary DVD is its superior audio and visual quality. The
concert was filmed with high-definition cameras, providing a clear and vibrant viewing experience. The
sound design captures the richness of the orchestra and the powerful vocals of the performers, making

it an immersive experience for viewers.

Impact on Musical Theater

The 10th Anniversary DVD of Les Misérables has had a lasting impact on the world of musical theater.
Its success has influenced subsequent productions and concert adaptations, inspiring a new

generation of theater enthusiasts.

Reviving Interest in Classic Musicals

The release of the DVD helped revive interest in classic musicals, demonstrating that these timeless

stories still resonate with contemporary audiences. This has led to:

- Increased Productions: Many theaters began reviving Les Misérables and other classic musicals,
recognizing their enduring appeal.
- Educational Use: Schools and universities incorporated the DVD into their theater programs, using it

as a teaching tool for both performance and production techniques.

Legacy of Les Misérables

Les Misérables continues to be a cultural touchstone, with various adaptations and productions

occurring worldwide. The 10th Anniversary DVD serves as a reminder of the musical's importance and



its ability to connect with audiences across generations.

- Film Adaptations: The success of the musical has led to several film adaptations, including the highly
acclaimed 2012 film starring Hugh Jackman and Anne Hathaway.
- Global Reach: Les Misérables has been translated into numerous languages and performed in

countless countries, showcasing its universal themes and appeal.

Conclusion

The Les Misérables 10th Anniversary DVD is more than just a recording of a concert; it is a
celebration of a musical that has touched the hearts of millions. Through its powerful storytelling,
memorable music, and stunning performances, Les Misérables continues to inspire, educate, and
entertain. For fans of musical theater, the DVD is an essential addition to any collection, providing a
timeless reminder of the power of art to convey the human experience. As we look to the future, the
legacy of Les Misérables, as captured in this remarkable DVD, will undoubtedly endure, continuing to

resonate with new audiences for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What special features are included in the Les Misérables 10th
Anniversary DVD?

The 10th Anniversary DVD includes behind-the-scenes documentaries, commentary from the cast and

crew, and exclusive interviews with the original cast members.

Is the Les Misérables 10th Anniversary DVD available in different



formats?

Yes, the DVD is available in standard DVD format and also in Blu-ray for enhanced picture and sound

quality.

What makes the 10th Anniversary edition of Les Misérables unique
compared to previous releases?

The 10th Anniversary edition features a remastered soundtrack, new interviews, and a retrospective

look at the musical's impact over the last decade.

Are there any collectible items included with the Les Misérables 10th
Anniversary DVD?

Yes, some special editions come with collectible art cards and a booklet featuring photos and insights

from the production.

When was the Les Misérables 10th Anniversary DVD released?

The Les Misérables 10th Anniversary DVD was released on October 1, 2015.

Can | watch the Les Misérables 10th Anniversary DVD with subtitles?

Yes, the DVD includes multiple subtitle options in various languages for accessibility.

Where can | purchase the Les Misérables 10th Anniversary DVD?

The DVD is available for purchase at major retailers, online stores like Amazon, and through specialty

music and film shops.
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