
leq ap world history rubric
Leq ap world history rubric is an essential guide for students preparing for the AP World History
exam. Understanding this rubric can significantly enhance your ability to construct a well-organized
and persuasive long essay question (LEQ) response. In this article, we will delve into the various
components of the LEQ rubric, how to effectively utilize it in your writing, and tips for mastering the
AP World History exam.

What is the LEQ in AP World History?

The Long Essay Question (LEQ) is a critical component of the AP World History exam, assessing
students' abilities to formulate historical arguments based on given prompts. Unlike the Document-
Based Question (DBQ), which relies on specific documents, the LEQ allows students to demonstrate
their understanding of historical themes and processes over a broader range of content.

Components of the LEQ Rubric

The LEQ rubric consists of several key components that students must address to achieve a high
score. Understanding these components is vital for constructing a compelling essay. The rubric
includes the following criteria:

1. Thesis Statement

A strong thesis statement is the backbone of your LEQ. It should:

- Clearly respond to the prompt.
- Present a specific argument or claim.
- Be nuanced, recognizing complexity in historical interpretation.

2. Argument Development

Your essay must demonstrate the ability to develop a coherent argument. This includes:

- Providing evidence that supports your thesis.
- Organizing your points logically.
- Using relevant historical examples to substantiate your claims.

3. Use of Evidence



This component evaluates how well you incorporate evidence to support your argument. Effective use
of evidence involves:

- Citing specific examples from different regions, time periods, or themes.
- Analyzing the evidence rather than merely presenting it.
- Connecting evidence back to your thesis to reinforce your argument.

4. Complexity

To achieve a higher score, essays must exhibit complexity in reasoning and argumentation. This can
be done by:

- Acknowledging counterarguments and addressing them.
- Exploring different perspectives on a historical event or process.
- Making connections between different historical phenomena.

5. Organization and Clarity

A well-structured essay is easier to follow and more persuasive. Key elements include:

- Clear topic sentences that guide the reader through your argument.
- Logical transitions between paragraphs and ideas.
- A conclusion that summarizes your argument and reiterates the thesis.

Scoring Guidelines for the LEQ

The LEQ is scored on a scale of 0 to 6, with each component contributing to the overall score. Here's a
breakdown of the scoring guidelines:

- Thesis Statement (0-1 point): A clear, arguable, and well-developed thesis earns a point.
- Argument Development (0-2 points): This section assesses the depth of your argument and the use
of relevant evidence. A well-developed argument can earn up to two points.
- Evidence (0-2 points): The use and analysis of evidence can earn you up to two points. The more
diverse and relevant your evidence, the higher your score.
- Complexity (0-1 point): Recognizing complexity in historical narratives and addressing
counterarguments can earn an additional point.
- Organization and Clarity (0-1 point): A clear and coherent structure can also contribute to your
overall score.

Tips for Writing a Successful LEQ

Achieving a high score on the LEQ requires practice and strategy. Here are some tips to help you
excel:



1. Understand the Prompt

Before you start writing, take the time to analyze the prompt carefully. Identify keywords that indicate
what the question is asking and ensure your thesis directly responds to it.

2. Create an Outline

Planning your essay can significantly improve your organization and clarity. An outline helps ensure
that your argument flows logically and that you cover all necessary points.

3. Use Specific Evidence

Vague references will weaken your argument. Use specific historical facts, dates, names, and events
to strengthen your claims. This can include:

- Significant political events.
- Social movements.
- Economic trends.

4. Address Counterarguments

Acknowledge opposing viewpoints and address them in your essay. This demonstrates a deeper
understanding of the topic and enhances the complexity of your argument.

5. Practice, Practice, Practice

Regular practice is crucial for improving your writing skills. Use past LEQ prompts to create practice
essays. Seek feedback from teachers or peers to identify areas for improvement.

Sample LEQ Prompt and Response Structure

To illustrate how to approach an LEQ, consider the following sample prompt:

“Evaluate the extent to which the political ideologies of the Enlightenment influenced the
development of modern democratic governments.”

When constructing your response, follow this structure:



1. Introduction

- Introduce the topic.
- Provide context about the Enlightenment.
- Present your thesis statement.

2. Body Paragraphs

- Paragraph 1: Discuss the key Enlightenment thinkers and their political ideologies.
- Support with evidence.
- Paragraph 2: Analyze how these ideologies influenced specific democratic movements or
governments.
- Provide examples.
- Paragraph 3: Address counterarguments or limitations to the influence of Enlightenment thought.
- Discuss alternate factors that contributed to the development of democracy.

3. Conclusion

- Summarize your main points.
- Reiterate your thesis in light of the evidence presented.
- Reflect on the broader implications of Enlightenment thought on modern governance.

Final Thoughts

Mastering the LEQ AP World History rubric is crucial for success in the AP World History exam. By
understanding the rubric components and applying effective writing strategies, students can
construct compelling essays that demonstrate their historical knowledge and analytical skills. With
practice and dedication, you can excel in this important aspect of the exam and enhance your overall
performance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the LEQ in AP World History?
The LEQ, or Long Essay Question, is a component of the AP World History exam that requires students
to construct a coherent essay in response to a specific historical prompt, demonstrating their
understanding of historical concepts and their ability to analyze historical evidence.

How is the LEQ scored in AP World History?
The LEQ is scored on a scale of 0 to 6 points based on a rubric that evaluates the thesis, argument
development, use of evidence, and synthesis of ideas. Each of these categories has specific criteria



that students must meet to earn points.

What are the key components of the LEQ rubric?
The key components of the LEQ rubric include: a clear and relevant thesis statement, development of
an argument, use of specific historical evidence, and the ability to make connections or synthesize
information across different time periods or regions.

Can you provide an example of a strong thesis for an LEQ?
A strong thesis for an LEQ might state, 'The rise of trade networks in the early modern period
significantly influenced cultural exchanges and the global economy, as evidenced by the Columbian
Exchange and the establishment of the Silk Road.'

What strategies can students use to prepare for the LEQ?
Students can prepare for the LEQ by practicing writing essays on various historical topics, reviewing
the rubric to understand scoring criteria, analyzing past exam questions, and developing strong thesis
statements and argument structures.

How much time is allocated for the LEQ on the AP World
History exam?
Students are typically given 40 minutes to complete the LEQ portion of the AP World History exam,
which includes time for planning and writing their essay.

What types of prompts can be expected in the LEQ?
LEQ prompts may ask students to analyze the effects of a certain event, compare different historical
processes, or evaluate the significance of a particular development in world history, often requiring
them to connect it to broader themes.

How important is the use of evidence in the LEQ?
The use of evidence is critically important in the LEQ, as it helps to support the student's argument
and demonstrates their understanding of historical context. Effective essays will integrate specific
examples to strengthen their claims.

What common mistakes should students avoid when writing
an LEQ?
Common mistakes to avoid include failing to clearly state a thesis, providing vague or unsupported
arguments, ignoring the prompt's specific requirements, and neglecting to organize their essay
logically.
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