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Introduction to Leonard Rubank Selected Studies for
Cornet or Trumpet

Leonard Rubank Selected Studies for Cornet or Trumpet is a cherished compilation that has
become a staple in the repertoire of brass players, particularly those who play the cornet and
trumpet. This collection, edited by the renowned music educator and composer Leonard Rubank,
serves as an essential resource for both students and professionals alike. The studies provide
musicians with a structured way to develop their technical skills, musicality, and overall
understanding of brass performance.

In this article, we will delve into the significance of this collection, its pedagogical benefits, and how it
can be utilized effectively by players at various levels.

The Legacy of Leonard Rubank

Leonard Rubank (1900-1983) was a pivotal figure in music education, particularly in the realm of
brass instruments. His contributions to music pedagogy are profound, and his publications have
influenced countless musicians worldwide. Rubank's work primarily focused on creating accessible
and effective instructional materials, which led to the development of several method books and
study collections.

Impact on Brass Education

Rubank's approach to teaching brass instruments was innovative for its time. He recognized the
importance of integrating technical exercises with musical studies. This philosophy is reflected in the
Selected Studies for Cornet or Trumpet, where players can find a balance between practicing
technique and exploring musical expression.

Some key impacts of Rubank's work include:

- Emphasis on Fundamentals: Rubank's materials prioritize essential techniques that form the
foundation of brass playing.

- Diverse Repertoire: His collections feature a wide range of styles, allowing students to explore
various musical genres.

- Structured Learning: The studies are organized progressively, making it easier for teachers to tailor
lessons to their students' individual needs.



Contents of the Selected Studies

The Selected Studies for Cornet or Trumpet includes a variety of exercises and pieces designed to
enhance different aspects of brass playing. Here’s a breakdown of what you can typically expect to
find in this collection:

Technical Studies

1. Long Tones: Essential for developing a solid sound and breath control.

2. Lip Slurs: Important for improving flexibility and coordination.

3. Articulation Exercises: Focused on refining clarity and precision in note production.

4. Scales and Arpeggios: Fundamental for building a strong understanding of key signatures and
fingerings.

Musical Studies

The collection also includes musical studies that challenge the player’s interpretative skills. These
may involve:

- Etudes: Short musical compositions that emphasize specific techniques or musical ideas.

- Excerpts from Concert Repertoire: Snippets from well-known pieces that allow players to practice
performance-oriented skills.

- Duets: These provide an excellent opportunity for students to develop their listening skills and ability
to blend with other musicians.

Benefits of Using Selected Studies

There are numerous advantages to incorporating Leonard Rubank's Selected Studies into a practice
routine. Here are some compelling reasons for musicians to consider this collection:

1. Comprehensive Skill Development

The studies are designed to cover a broad spectrum of technical and musical skills, ensuring that
players develop a well-rounded proficiency on their instrument. By working through the exercises,
players can improve various aspects of their playing, including tone quality, intonation, and rhythm.

2. Suitable for All Levels

Whether you are a beginner or an advanced player, the Selected Studies offers material that can be
beneficial. The progressive nature of the exercises allows teachers to select appropriate studies based



on a student's current skill level. This adaptability makes it an invaluable resource for music
educators.

3. Enhancing Sight-Reading Skills

The diverse range of studies included in the collection serves as excellent sight-reading practice.
Players can sharpen their reading skills by tackling new pieces and challenges regularly. This is
particularly beneficial for students preparing for auditions or performances.

4. Encouraging Musical Interpretation

The musical studies in Rubank's collection encourage players to think critically about phrasing,
dynamics, and articulation. This fosters a deeper understanding of musical expression and
interpretation, essential qualities for any performing musician.

How to Effectively Use the Selected Studies

To maximize the benefits of Leonard Rubank's Selected Studies for Cornet or Trumpet, musicians
should consider the following strategies:

1. Set Clear Goals

Before diving into the studies, it is essential to establish specific objectives. This could range from
mastering a particular technical skill, preparing for a performance, or improving overall musicianship.
Having clear goals will help focus practice sessions and measure progress.

2. Incorporate Regular Practice

Consistency is key when it comes to mastering an instrument. Incorporating the Selected Studies into
daily practice routines can lead to significant improvements over time. A balanced practice schedule
might include:

- Warm-ups: Start with long tones and lip slurs to build a solid foundation.
- Technical Exercises: Dedicate time to scales, arpeggios, and articulation exercises.
- Musical Studies: Spend time on etudes and excerpts, focusing on musicality and expression.

3. Record Yourself

Recording practice sessions can provide valuable insights into areas for improvement. Listening back



allows musicians to objectively assess their tone, intonation, and overall performance quality. This
practice can be particularly useful when preparing for auditions or performances.

4. Work with a Teacher

While self-study can be effective, working with a qualified instructor can accelerate progress. A
teacher can provide valuable feedback, guidance, and accountability, ensuring that students are on
the right track with their studies.

Conclusion

Leonard Rubank's Selected Studies for Cornet or Trumpet stands as an essential resource for brass
musicians. Its rich variety of technical and musical exercises offers players a comprehensive approach
to developing their skills. By integrating these studies into practice routines, musicians can enhance
their technical abilities, musical interpretation, and overall performance quality.

Whether you are a budding musician or an experienced player, this collection can undoubtedly play a
significant role in your musical journey, helping you to cultivate your artistry and achieve your
musical aspirations. Embracing the wisdom of Leonard Rubank will not only enrich your practice but
also inspire a lifelong love for music.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of Leonard Rubank's 'Selected Studies for
Cornet or Trumpet'?

The book is designed to improve the technical skills and musicality of cornet and trumpet players
through a curated selection of studies focusing on various aspects of performance.

Who is Leonard Rubank and why is his work significant for
brass players?

Leonard Rubank was a renowned music educator and author whose works are widely used in the
study and practice of brass instruments, making a significant impact on teaching methods and
repertoire for cornet and trumpet.

What skill levels is 'Selected Studies for Cornet or Trumpet'
suitable for?

The studies are suitable for a range of skill levels, from intermediate to advanced players, allowing for
progressive development in technique and artistry.



Are the studies in Rubank's book organized by difficulty?

Yes, the studies are generally organized to progress from easier to more challenging pieces, helping
students gradually build their skills.

Can 'Selected Studies for Cornet or Trumpet' be used for solo
performance?

Yes, many of the studies can be performed as solo pieces, making them suitable for recitals and
competitions.

How can teachers incorporate Rubank's studies into their
lessons?

Teachers can select specific studies that align with their students' current technical challenges and
musical goals, using them as a foundation for skill development and performance practice.

What types of techniques do the studies in Rubank's book
focus on?

The studies cover a variety of techniques, including tone production, articulation, range expansion,
and lyrical playing, providing a comprehensive approach to trumpet and cornet performance.

Is there an accompanying audio resource available for
'‘Selected Studies for Cornet or Trumpet'?

While the book itself does not come with audio resources, many educators recommend using
recordings of professional trumpet players to guide interpretation and style.

What is the historical context of Rubank's 'Selected Studies'?

The studies were published during a time when formal brass education was evolving, and they reflect
the pedagogical approaches of the early to mid-20th century, influencing brass teaching practices still
today.

How do the studies in Rubank's book help with performance
anxiety?

Regular practice of these studies can build confidence through improved technique and familiarity
with various musical styles, which can help reduce performance anxiety.
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