
lensatic compass or military compass basic use

Lensatic compass or military compass is an essential navigational tool used primarily by military personnel,
outdoor enthusiasts, and survivalists. This compass is designed for precision and durability, making it ideal for
land navigation in various terrains and conditions. Understanding how to effectively use a lensatic compass
can significantly enhance your ability to orient yourself and navigate in unfamiliar environments. This article
will explore the basic use of a lensatic compass, its components, and some practical tips for effective
navigation.

Understanding the Lensatic Compass

A lensatic compass is a sophisticated device that combines a magnetic compass with additional features to
enhance its usability. Unlike simple compasses, lensatic compasses are built for rugged use, often incorporating
a sighting lens for accurate bearings and a foldable design for easy storage.

Components of a Lensatic Compass

To fully understand how to use a lensatic compass, it is crucial to familiarize yourself with its components:

1. Base Plate: The flat, transparent part of the compass that usually has a ruler or scale for measuring
distances.
2. Compass Housing: The circular part of the compass containing the magnetic needle, pivot, and degree markings.
3. Magnetic Needle: A small magnet that freely rotates to align itself with the Earth's magnetic field, pointing
toward magnetic north.
4. Sighting Lens: A small lens that helps you take accurate bearings by allowing you to view distant objects
through the compass.
5. Rear Sight: A notch or aperture that serves as a reference point for sighting.
6. Declination Adjustment: A mechanism that allows you to set the compass for the difference between magnetic
north and true north.

Basic Use of a Lensatic Compass

Using a lensatic compass involves several steps, from understanding the compass as a whole to taking
accurate readings and navigating effectively. Below are the basic steps to use a lensatic compass for
navigation.

1. Holding the Compass

- Hold the compass flat in your palm at waist level, ensuring it is level and unobstructed.
- Keep your arm steady and point the compass away from your body to avoid any magnetic interference from
metal objects.

2. Understanding Directions

- Familiarize yourself with the cardinal directions: North (N), East (E), South (S), and West (W).
- Know the intermediate directions, which are the points between the cardinal directions, like Northeast (NE) and
Southwest (SW).



3. Taking a Bearing

Taking a bearing is the process of determining the direction to a specific point.

- Step 1: Identify the object you want to navigate to. This could be a tree, building, or any prominent landmark.
- Step 2: Look through the sighting lens while aligning the compass towards the object.
- Step 3: Rotate the compass housing until the magnetic needle aligns with the orienting arrow (the arrow
inside the compass housing).
- Step 4: Read the bearing from the compass housing, which is the degree marking where the index line intersects
with the compass housing.

4. Setting a Course

Once you have your bearing, you can set a course to reach your destination.

- Step 1: Keep the compass level and hold it at waist height.
- Step 2: Rotate your body until the magnetic needle is aligned with the orienting arrow.
- Step 3: Look ahead to find a point in the distance that aligns with your bearing. This will be your reference
point.
- Step 4: Move toward that point while periodically checking the compass to stay on course.

5. Adjusting for Declination

Declination is the angle difference between magnetic north and true north. It varies depending on your location
and is crucial for accurate navigation.

- Step 1: Check a local map or online resource to find the declination in your area.
- Step 2: Adjust the compass by turning the declination adjustment knob, if available, to account for this
difference.
- Step 3: Remember to read your compass bearing by adding or subtracting declination as necessary, depending on
whether you are in an area with east or west declination.

Practical Tips for Effective Navigation

Navigating with a lensatic compass can be straightforward, but mastering its use requires practice. Here are
some practical tips to enhance your navigational skills:

1. Practice Regularly

- Familiarity breeds confidence. Regularly practice taking bearings and setting courses to improve your skills.
- Try navigating in different environments, such as forests, mountains, or urban areas, to challenge your
abilities.

2. Use Landmarks

- Whenever possible, use prominent landmarks as reference points to make navigation easier.
- Keep an eye on your surroundings and adjust your course as necessary to maintain your intended direction.



3. Keep a Map Handy

- A map can complement your compass. Use it to identify possible routes and features of the landscape.
- Learn to read topographical maps, which provide additional elevation information that can be crucial for
navigation.

4. Stay Aware of Your Surroundings

- Avoid becoming overly reliant on the compass alone. Continuously observe your environment to avoid
hazards and ensure you stay on track.
- Learn to recognize natural signs, such as the position of the sun, to help orient yourself.

5. Be Patient and Stay Calm

- In stressful situations, it’s easy to make mistakes. Take your time and approach navigation with a clear mind.
- If you become lost, stop, reassess your situation, and use your compass and map to recalibrate your route.

Conclusion

A lensatic compass or military compass is an invaluable tool for navigation, particularly in outdoor and
military contexts. By understanding its components and learning to take accurate bearings, you can
confidently navigate through various terrains. Regular practice, awareness of your surroundings, and
incorporating maps into your navigation strategy will enhance your skills and increase your ability to
adventure safely and efficiently. Whether you are a beginner or looking to refine your skills, mastering the
lensatic compass is a worthwhile investment for anyone interested in navigation and outdoor exploration.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a lensatic compass and how does it differ from a standard
compass?

A lensatic compass is a type of military compass that features a hinged cover and a magnifying lens for precise
readings. Unlike standard compasses, it is designed for accurate navigation in challenging conditions and is
often used in tactical situations.

How do you properly hold a lensatic compass for accurate reading?

To hold a lensatic compass correctly, grip it flat in your hand, with the lens facing your eye and the
baseplate parallel to the ground. Ensure the compass is level and steady to get an accurate reading of the
direction.

What are the key components of a lensatic compass that users should be
familiar with?

Key components include the baseplate, magnetic needle, degree dial, sighting lens, and the cover. Understanding
each part helps users navigate effectively and take accurate bearings.



How do you take a bearing using a lensatic compass?

To take a bearing, first open the compass and align the sighting lens with your target. Rotate the bezel until
the magnetic needle aligns with the orienting arrow. The degree reading at the index line is your bearing.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when using a lensatic compass?

Common mistakes include not keeping the compass level, failing to account for magnetic declination, and
misaligning the sighting lens with the target. Avoiding these errors is crucial for accurate navigation.

Can a lensatic compass be used in conjunction with GPS devices?

Yes, a lensatic compass can complement GPS devices. While GPS provides digital navigation, a lensatic
compass offers reliability in areas with poor signal, making it a valuable tool for outdoor activities and
survival situations.
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