
las vegas history timeline
Las Vegas history timeline showcases the remarkable evolution of a city that
transformed from a modest desert oasis into one of the most famous
entertainment capitals of the world. This article outlines the key events
that shaped Las Vegas, providing a comprehensive timeline that captures its
rich heritage and vibrant culture.

Early History

Pre-1900: Native American Roots

Before the arrival of European settlers, the area that is now Las Vegas was
inhabited by Native American tribes, primarily the Southern Paiutes. These
indigenous people thrived in the region, utilizing the natural resources
available to them.

1905: The Founding of Las Vegas

- May 15, 1905: Las Vegas was officially founded as a railroad town when the
San Pedro, Los Angeles & Salt Lake Railroad established a station in the
valley. The name "Las Vegas," meaning "the meadows" in Spanish, referred to
the area's natural springs that provided water to travelers.
- The first major land auction took place, attracting settlers and
entrepreneurs looking to establish businesses.

Growth and Development

1910s: The Birth of a City

- 1911: Las Vegas was incorporated as a city, with a population of
approximately 800 residents. At this time, the economy primarily revolved
around agriculture and the railroad.
- 1915: The first high school was built, reflecting the growing need for
educational facilities in the burgeoning community.



1930s: The Great Depression and the Hoover Dam

- 1931: The legalization of gambling in Nevada was a pivotal moment in Las
Vegas history. This led to the establishment of numerous casinos, laying the
groundwork for the future gaming industry.
- 1935: The completion of the Hoover Dam brought thousands of workers to the
area. This influx of laborers and their families significantly boosted the
local economy and population.
- 1936: The opening of the Boulder Dam Hotel catered to the needs of visitors
and workers, further solidifying Las Vegas as a destination.

The Rise of Entertainment

1940s: The Golden Age of Las Vegas

- 1941: The opening of the El Rancho Vegas, the first modern resort on the
Las Vegas Strip, marked the beginning of the city's transformation into a
premier entertainment hub.
- 1945: The Flamingo Hotel, owned by mobster Bugsy Siegel, opened its doors,
setting the stage for the glamorous and often tumultuous relationship between
organized crime and the casino industry.

1950s: The Rat Pack Era

- The 1950s saw the emergence of iconic entertainers, including Frank
Sinatra, Dean Martin, and Sammy Davis Jr., collectively known as the Rat
Pack. Their performances at casinos like the Sands Hotel helped to solidify
Las Vegas as the entertainment capital of the world.
- 1955: The opening of the Dunes Hotel marked the beginning of a new wave of
luxury resorts on the Strip.

Modernization and Expansion

1960s: Mega Resorts and Theming

- 1966: The opening of the Caesars Palace Casino introduced the concept of
themed resorts, drawing inspiration from ancient Rome.
- 1969: The completion of the International Hotel (now the Westgate Las
Vegas) became the largest hotel in the world at the time, further emphasizing
Las Vegas's status as a premier tourist destination.



1970s: The Rise of the Mega-Casino

- 1973: The opening of the MGM Grand Hotel & Casino was a significant
milestone, as it was the largest hotel in the world, with 2,084 rooms.
- The 1970s also saw the establishment of the first major corporate ownership
of casinos, leading to a new era of professionalism in the industry.

1980s: The Corporate Takeover

- 1989: The Mirage opened, becoming the first of the mega-resorts that would
dominate the Strip in the following decades. It featured a volcano attraction
and a tropical theme, setting a new standard for Las Vegas resorts.

The New Millennium

1990s: Rebranding and Luxury

- 1993: The opening of the Luxor Hotel, with its pyramid shape and grand
atrium, showcased the trend of using distinctive architectural designs to
attract visitors.
- 1998: The opening of the Bellagio, known for its luxury and the famous
dancing fountains, marked a turning point in the city’s branding as a high-
end destination.

2000s: Diversification

- Las Vegas diversified its offerings beyond gaming and entertainment,
focusing on fine dining, shopping, and cultural experiences.
- 2007: The opening of the Palazzo, part of the Venetian Resort, continued
the trend of luxury and opulence on the Strip.

Recent Developments

2010s: Changing Landscape

- 2011: The Las Vegas Strip saw a resurgence in tourism following the
economic downturn of the late 2000s, with new attractions and renovations of
existing properties.



- 2016: The opening of the LINQ Promenade added a new outdoor shopping and
entertainment district to the Strip, emphasizing the city’s commitment to
evolving its entertainment offerings.

2020s: Resilience and Innovation

- The COVID-19 pandemic significantly impacted Las Vegas, with temporary
closures of casinos and a drop in tourism. However, the city demonstrated
resilience, adapting to new health guidelines and enhancing outdoor
experiences.
- 2021: Las Vegas hosted the NFL Draft, showcasing its ability to host large-
scale events and marking a return to normalcy.

Conclusion

The Las Vegas history timeline is a testament to the city’s ability to adapt
and reinvent itself over the decades. From its origins as a small desert
community to its current status as a global entertainment capital, Las Vegas
continues to thrive. As the city looks to the future, it remains committed to
innovation while honoring its rich history, ensuring that it remains a
vibrant destination for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was Las Vegas founded?
Las Vegas was founded in 1905.

When did Las Vegas officially become a city?
Las Vegas officially became a city on March 16, 1911.

What major event in 1931 significantly contributed
to the growth of Las Vegas?
The legalization of gambling in Nevada in 1931 significantly contributed to
the growth of Las Vegas.

When was the Hoover Dam completed, and how did it
affect Las Vegas?
The Hoover Dam was completed in 1936, providing a reliable water supply and
electricity, which fueled Las Vegas's growth.



What famous hotel-casino opened in Las Vegas in
1946?
The Flamingo Hotel, opened in 1946 by mobster Bugsy Siegel, was one of the
first luxury hotel-casinos in Las Vegas.

When did Las Vegas reach its peak population growth
due to the gaming industry?
Las Vegas experienced significant population growth during the 1950s and
1960s, largely due to the booming gaming industry.

What was the significance of the 1989 opening of The
Mirage?
The opening of The Mirage in 1989 marked the beginning of the modern era of
mega-resorts on the Las Vegas Strip.

When did Las Vegas host the Super Bowl for the first
time?
Las Vegas hosted the Super Bowl for the first time in 2024, marking a
significant milestone for the city.
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