larson storm door closer instructions

Larson storm door closer instructions are essential for homeowners looking to install or replace a
storm door closer. A storm door closer is a vital component that ensures your door closes securely
and provides an added layer of security and insulation. In this article, we will provide a comprehensive
guide on how to install and maintain a Larson storm door closer, along with tips for troubleshooting

common issues.

Understanding Larson Storm Door Closers

What is a Storm Door Closer?

A storm door closer is a mechanical device that controls the closing speed of a storm door. It prevents
the door from slamming shut and allows for a smooth and controlled closure. The closer is particularly
important for storm doors as it provides protection against the elements, enhances energy efficiency,

and adds to the overall durability of the door.

Benefits of Using a Larson Storm Door Closer

- Durability: Larson storm door closers are built to withstand harsh weather conditions, ensuring
longevity.

- Control: It regulates the speed at which the door closes, reducing the risk of injury or damage.

- Energy Efficiency: A properly functioning closer helps maintain indoor temperature by ensuring the
door seals effectively.

- Security: A storm door with a reliable closer enhances security by ensuring the door closes securely

after use.



Tools and Materials Needed

Before starting the installation process, gather the following tools and materials:

- Tools:

- Screwdriver (both flathead and Phillips)
- Drill with drill bits

- Level

- Measuring tape

- Safety goggles

- Rubber mallet (optional)

- Materials:

- Larson storm door closer kit

- Mounting screws (usually included in the kit)
- Door brackets (if needed)

- Lubricant (optional for maintenance)

Installation Instructions for Larson Storm Door Closer

Installing a Larson storm door closer requires careful attention to detail to ensure proper functionality.

Follow these detailed steps:

Step 1: Prepare the Door and Frame

1. Inspect the Door: Ensure that the storm door is installed correctly and is level. A misaligned door
can cause the closer to malfunction.

2. Clean the Area: Remove any debris or old hardware from the area where the closer will be



mounted.

Step 2: Measure and Mark the Installation Points

1. Determine Placement: The closer should be installed on the top rail of the door, about 2 inches from
the hinge side. The other end will attach to the door frame.
2. Mark the Holes: Using a pencil, mark the spots where the mounting brackets will be installed.

Ensure the marks are level for proper alignment.

Step 3: Attach the Brackets

1. Pre-Drill Holes: Use a drill to create pilot holes at the marked locations. This will make it easier to
insert the screws.
2. Install the Brackets: Attach the mounting brackets to the door and the door frame using the provided

screws. Use the level to ensure that the brackets are straight.

Step 4: Connect the Closer Arm

1. Attach the Closer: Take the closer arm and align it with the attached brackets. One end will connect
to the door bracket, and the other will connect to the frame bracket.
2. Secure the Closer: Use the screws included in the kit to secure the closer to the brackets. Ensure

all connections are tight and secure.

Step 5: Adjust the Closing Speed

1. Locate the Adjustment Valves: Most Larson storm door closers have two adjustment valves: one for



closing speed and one for latching speed.
2. Adjust the Speed: Use a screwdriver to turn the adjustment screws. Turn clockwise to decrease the
speed and counterclockwise to increase it. Test the door after each adjustment to find the desired

speed.

Step 6: Test the Door Closer

1. Open the Door: Slowly open the storm door to its full extent.

2. Release the Door: Let go of the door to observe how it closes. Make sure it closes securely without
slamming.

3. Re-Adjust if Necessary: If the door does not close properly, return to the adjustment valves and

make further tweaks until the desired performance is achieved.

Maintenance Tips for Larson Storm Door Closers

To ensure the longevity and efficiency of your storm door closer, follow these maintenance tips:

- Regular Inspections: Check the closer periodically for signs of wear or damage. Look for leaks in the
hydraulic fluid or any rust on the metal parts.

- Lubrication: Apply a silicone-based lubricant to the moving parts of the closer if you notice any
stiffness or resistance in movement.

- Clean the Area: Keep the area around the closer free from dirt and debris to prevent blockage and
ensure smooth operation.

- Adjust as Needed: Over time, the closing speed may require adjustment due to wear and tear.

Regularly check and adjust the speed as necessary.



Troubleshooting Common Problems

Despite proper installation and maintenance, you may encounter some issues with your Larson storm

door closer. Here are common problems and their solutions:

Problem 1: Door Slams Shut

- Cause: The closing speed is set too fast.

- Solution: Adjust the closing speed valve to slow down the closing action.

Problem 2: Door Doesn’t Close Fully

- Cause: The closer may be misaligned or the door is not level.

- Solution: Recheck the installation, adjust the brackets, and ensure the door is level.

Problem 3: Fluid Leak

- Cause: A damaged closer.

- Solution: Inspect for leaks and consider replacing the closer if it cannot be fixed.

Problem 4: Stiff Movement

- Cause: Lack of lubrication or dirt build-up.

- Solution: Clean the closer and apply lubricant to ensure smooth operation.



Conclusion

In summary, following these Larson storm door closer instructions will help you successfully install,
maintain, and troubleshoot your storm door closer. By ensuring proper installation and routine
maintenance, you can enjoy the benefits of enhanced security, energy efficiency, and durability that a
Larson storm door closer provides. Whether you are a DIY enthusiast or a homeowner looking to

improve your door's functionality, these guidelines will serve you well.

Frequently Asked Questions

What tools are needed to install a Larson storm door closer?

You will typically need a drill, screwdriver, measuring tape, level, and possibly a utility knife for
trimming.

How do | measure the correct length for my Larson storm door closer?

Measure the height of the door from the top to the bottom and ensure the closer is mounted at the

recommended height, usually around 6-12 inches from the top.

What is the proper way to install the mounting brackets for the storm
door closer?

Align the brackets with the door and frame, mark the screw holes, drill pilot holes, and then secure the

brackets with screws provided in the installation kit.

Can | adjust the closing speed of my Larson storm door closer?

Yes, most Larson storm door closers come with adjustable tension settings that allow you to control

the closing speed.



What should | do if my storm door closer is not closing properly?

Check for any obstructions, ensure that the closer is mounted correctly, and adjust the tension settings

if necessary.

Are there any specific maintenance tips for Larson storm door closers?

Regularly check for wear, clean the closer with mild soap and water, and lubricate moving parts if

needed.

What is the warranty period for Larson storm door closers?

Larson typically offers a limited warranty ranging from 1 to 10 years, depending on the product.

Can | install a Larson storm door closer on any type of door?

Most Larson storm door closers are designed for standard storm doors, but you should check

compatibility with your specific door type.

Is it possible to replace a broken Larson storm door closer myself?

Yes, you can replace it yourself by following the installation instructions, but ensure you have the

correct replacement part.

Where can | find the installation instructions for Larson storm door
closers?

Installation instructions can usually be found in the packaging, on the official Larson website, or by

contacting customer support.
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