larimer county recycling guide

Larimer County Recycling Guide: Understanding how to recycle effectively is crucial for preserving our
environment and maintaining a sustainable community. In Larimer County, Colorado, residents have
access to a comprehensive recycling program designed to reduce waste and promote responsible
disposal of materials. This guide will provide detailed information on what can be recycled, how to

recycle properly, and the resources available to residents for effective waste management.

Understanding the Importance of Recycling

Recycling is a critical component of waste management that reduces the amount of waste sent to
landfills, conserves natural resources, and minimizes environmental pollution. In Larimer County, the
recycling program encourages residents to participate actively in sustainability efforts. Here are some

key benefits of recycling:

- Conservation of Resources: Recycling helps to conserve natural resources such as timber, water,
and minerals by reprocessing used materials.

- Energy Savings: The process of recycling typically requires less energy compared to producing new
products from raw materials.

- Reduction of Landfill Waste: By recycling, residents can significantly decrease the volume of waste
sent to landfills, which helps extend the life of these facilities.

- Economic Benefits: Recycling can create jobs in the local community and generate revenue through

the sale of recycled materials.

What Can Be Recycled in Larimer County?

Larimer County has established clear guidelines on what materials can and cannot be recycled.



Understanding these guidelines is vital for effective recycling practices.

Acceptable Recyclables

The following items are generally accepted for recycling in Larimer County:

1. Paper Products:

- Newspapers and inserts

- Magazines

- Office paper (white and colored)

- Cardboard (flattened and free of contaminants)

- Paperboard (cereal boxes, shoe boxes, etc.)

2. Plastics:
- Containers labeled with recycling codes 1 (PETE) and 2 (HDPE)
- Rigid plastic containers (e.g., milk jugs, detergent bottles)

- Plastic tubs (e.g., margarine tubs)
3. Metals:

- Aluminum cans (e.g., soda cans)
- Steel cans (e.g., food cans)

4. Glass:

- Clear, green, and brown glass bottles and jars (ensure they are empty and clean)

Items Not Accepted

Certain materials cannot be recycled and should be disposed of in regular trash:



- Contaminated paper (e.g., greasy pizza boxes)
- Plastic bags and film (e.g., grocery bags)

- Polystyrene foam (e.g., Styrofoam containers)

- Hazardous materials (e.g., batteries, chemicals)

- Food waste and organic materials

How to Prepare Items for Recycling

Proper preparation of recyclables is essential to ensure that they can be processed efficiently. Here

are some tips for preparing items for recycling in Larimer County:

- Rinse Containers: Clean out food and beverage containers to remove any residue. Contaminants can
spoil entire batches of recyclables.

- Remove Caps and Lids: Caps from bottles and jars should be removed, as they are often made from
different materials and can interfere with recycling processes.

- Flatten Cardboard: Flatten all cardboard boxes to save space and ensure they fit into recycling bins.
- Keep ltems Dry: Moisture can damage paper products and cause contamination. Store recyclables in

a dry place before collection.

Where and How to Recycle

In Larimer County, residents have several options for recycling:

Curbside Recycling

Most residential areas in Larimer County have access to curbside recycling services. Here’s how it

works:



- Schedule: Check with your local waste management provider to find out the schedule for curbside
pickup.
- Bins: Use the designated recycling bin provided by your waste management service. Ensure that only

accepted materials are placed inside.

Drop-off Recycling Locations

For those who do not have curbside recycling or need to dispose of larger items, Larimer County

offers several drop-off recycling centers. Some key locations include:

- Fort Collins Recycling Center: 1702 Riverside Ave, Fort Collins, CO
- Loveland Recycling Center: 600 E 29th St, Loveland, CO
- Windsor Recycling Center: 922 15th St, Windsor, CO

Special Collection Events

Larimer County often hosts special recycling events for electronic waste, hazardous materials, and
other hard-to-recycle items. These events provide residents with opportunities to dispose of items
responsibly. Keep an eye on the Larimer County website or local news for announcements regarding

upcoming events.

Composting: An Eco-Friendly Alternative

In addition to recycling, composting is an effective way to reduce waste and create nutrient-rich soil for
gardens and landscaping. Larimer County encourages residents to consider composting as part of

their waste management strategy.



What Can Be Composted?

Composting involves recycling organic materials such as:

- Fruit and vegetable scraps
- Coffee grounds and filters
- Eggshells

- Yard waste (leaves, grass clippings, small branches)

Composting Resources

Residents interested in composting can access resources through Larimer County's waste

management program, including:

- Composting Workshops: Educational sessions on how to start and maintain a compost bin.

- Composting Bins: Information on where to purchase or how to build your own compost bin.

Education and Outreach

Larimer County is committed to educating residents about the importance of recycling and proper

waste management practices. Various programs and resources are available to support this mission:

- School Programs: Educational initiatives in schools to teach students about recycling and
sustainability.

- Community Workshops: Regular workshops and seminars for residents to learn more about recycling
and composting.

- Online Resources: Access to guides, videos, and FAQs on the Larimer County website.



Conclusion

The Larimer County Recycling Guide serves as a vital resource for residents aiming to engage in
responsible waste management practices. By understanding what can be recycled, how to prepare
materials, and the options available for recycling, community members can significantly impact the
environment. Additionally, embracing composting and participating in educational programs can further
enhance sustainability efforts in the area. Together, by recycling and composting, we can contribute to

a cleaner, greener Larimer County for future generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What items are accepted in Larimer County's curbside recycling
program?

Larimer County's curbside recycling program typically accepts paper, cardboard, plastics labeled 1 and
2, glass bottles and jars, and metal cans. It's important to check the latest guidelines as accepted

items may vary.

How can | recycle electronics in Larimer County?

Electronics can be recycled at designated drop-off locations or special recycling events in Larimer
County. Make sure to check the official Larimer County website for specific dates and locations for

electronic recycling.

Where can | find a list of hazardous waste that needs special disposal
in Larimer County?

You can find a list of hazardous waste items that require special disposal on the Larimer County

website under their waste management section, which includes details on how to properly dispose of



these materials.

Are there any fees associated with recycling in Larimer County?

While curbside recycling is generally included in your trash collection fees, certain items like
electronics and hazardous waste may incur fees at drop-off locations. Always check the specific site

for any applicable charges.

Can | recycle plastic bags in Larimer County's recycling program?

No, plastic bags are not accepted in Larimer County's curbside recycling program. Instead, you can

return them to participating grocery stores that have designated plastic bag recycling bins.

What should | do if I'm unsure about whether an item is recyclable?

If you're unsure whether an item is recyclable, you can use the Larimer County recycling lookup tool

available on their website, or contact their waste management office for guidance.

How often are recycling events held in Larimer County?

Recycling events in Larimer County are typically held several times a year. The schedule can be found

on the Larimer County website, where they provide dates and details for upcoming events.
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