largest point spread in nfl history

Largest point spread in NFL history is a fascinating topic that delves into the intricacies of betting
lines, team performance, and the unpredictability of American football. Point spreads are an essential
aspect of sports betting, serving as a mechanism to level the playing field between two teams by
estimating how many points one team is expected to win by against another. The largest point spread
in NFL history reflects not just the disparity in talent between two teams but also the social and
economic implications that come with betting on professional sports. This article will explore the
largest point spread recorded, the factors contributing to such a disparity, and the broader
implications for fans, teams, and the betting industry.

Understanding Point Spreads

Point spreads are a betting tool that allows bookmakers to create a more equitable playing field when
it comes to betting on games. Here’s a deeper look at how they work:

What is a Point Spread?

- A point spread is a figure set by bookmakers to indicate the expected margin of victory for a favored
team.

- The favored team must win by more than the point spread for a bet on them to be successful, while
the underdog can either win outright or lose by fewer points than the spread.

How Are Point Spreads Determined?

Point spreads are influenced by a variety of factors, including:

1. Team Performance: Current season performance, including wins, losses, and point differentials.
2. Injuries: The status of key players can significantly shift point spreads.

3. Historical Matchups: Past performances between the two teams can inform expectations.

4. Public Perception: Popularity of teams and betting trends can sway the point spread.

The Largest Point Spread in NFL History

The record for the largest point spread in NFL history was set on December 17, 2017, during a game
between the New England Patriots and the Miami Dolphins. The Patriots were favored by 17 points,
marking a significant discrepancy between the two teams.



Context of the Game

- Team Records: The New England Patriots were in prime form, boasting a stellar record of 11-3, while
the Miami Dolphins struggled with a record of 6-8.

- Player Performances: The Patriots had a seasoned quarterback, Tom Brady, leading a powerful
offense that had consistently outperformed its opponents.

- Season Trends: The Dolphins had been inconsistent, with several injuries impacting their roster and
leading to a lackluster performance throughout the season.

Factors Contributing to the Record Spread

The staggering point spread can be attributed to several key factors:

Team Talent Disparity

The difference in talent levels between the two teams was stark. The Patriots were not just winning
games; they were dominating their opponents. Their offensive and defensive units were among the
best in the league, while the Dolphins were struggling in both categories.

Injury Reports

Throughout the season, the Dolphins faced numerous injuries to key players, which severely
weakened their roster. Conversely, the Patriots had a relatively healthy squad, allowing them to
maintain their competitive edge.

Historical Context

Historically, the Patriots have been a powerhouse in the NFL, particularly during the Tom Brady era.
The Dolphins, while once a dominant franchise, were undergoing a rebuilding phase and were unable
to keep pace with the Patriots’ elite level of play.

Implications of Such a Point Spread

The largest point spread in NFL history has implications that extend beyond just the game itself:

For Bettors

- Risk and Reward: A significant point spread can attract different types of bettors. Some might see



the opportunity to bet heavily on the favored team, while others might view the underdog as having
potential for a surprising upset.

- Betting Strategies: Bettors often analyze point spreads to formulate strategies, including whether to
bet against the spread (ATS) or to take the moneyline.

For Team Performance and Morale

- Psychological Impact: A large point spread can place additional pressure on the favored team to
perform at a high level, while the underdog may feel motivated to defy expectations.

- Media Attention: Such a spread can lead to increased media scrutiny, creating additional pressure
for players and coaches.

Historical Perspective on Point Spreads

The 2017 game between the Patriots and Dolphins is not the only instance of significant point spreads
in NFL history. Here are some notable examples:

1. Super Bowl XXIV (1990): The San Francisco 49ers were favored by 18 points against the Denver
Broncos, marking one of the largest spreads in Super Bowl history.

2. Dallas Cowboys vs. Washington Redskins (1993): The Cowboys were favored by 18 points in this
matchup, showcasing their dominance during the early 90s.

3. New England Patriots vs. Indianapolis Colts (2007): The Patriots, during their perfect season, were
favored by 15.5 points against the Colts, reflecting their unbeatable form that year.

Conclusion

The largest point spread in NFL history, set at 17 points during the 2017 season, serves as a
remarkable illustration of the disparities that can exist between teams in professional football. This
point spread not only reflects the strength of the New England Patriots during that season but also
highlights the struggles of the Miami Dolphins. As point spreads continue to evolve and shape the
betting landscape, they will remain a crucial element of the game, influencing both fan engagement
and the financial aspects of professional sports. Understanding point spreads, particularly the largest
ones in history, offers valuable insights into the complexities of NFL competition and the world of
sports betting. The unpredictability of football ensures that each game, regardless of the spread, can
yield surprising outcomes, making it one of the most exciting sports to watch and wager on.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the largest point spread in NFL history?

The largest point spread in NFL history occurred on December 18, 2016, when the New England
Patriots were favored by 24 points against the San Francisco 49ers.



Which team was favored by the largest point spread in NFL
history?

The New England Patriots were favored by the largest point spread in NFL history, with a 24-point
spread against the San Francisco 49ers.

How often do teams face a point spread this large in the NFL?

Point spreads of 24 points are extremely rare in the NFL, with such large spreads typically occurring
only in matchups between dominant teams and significantly weaker opponents.

What factors contribute to a large point spread in an NFL
game?

Factors that contribute to a large point spread include team performance, injuries, historical
matchups, and the overall strength of the teams involved.

Has any team ever covered a 24-point spread in NFL history?

No team has ever covered a 24-point spread in NFL history; such high spreads often result in
unpredictable outcomes.

What was the outcome of the game with the largest point
spread?

In the game with the largest point spread, the New England Patriots defeated the San Francisco 49ers
30-17, failing to cover the spread.

How do sportshooks determine point spreads?

Sportsbooks determine point spreads based on a combination of statistical analysis, betting trends,
team news, and expert opinions.

What is the significance of point spreads in NFL betting?

Point spreads are significant in NFL betting as they level the playing field, allowing bettors to wager
on both sides of a matchup regardless of the teams' relative strengths.
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