largest law firms in the united states

Largest law firms in the United States operate at the intersection of legal expertise and business
acumen, providing a variety of services to clients ranging from individuals to multinational corporations.
These firms play a crucial role in the legal landscape, shaping policies, negotiating complex contracts,
and litigating high-stakes cases. As the legal industry continues to evolve, the largest law firms have
adapted by expanding their services, embracing technology, and increasing their global reach. This
article delves into the characteristics, rankings, and services offered by the largest law firms in the

United States.

Understanding the Landscape of Large Law Firms

The legal industry is often categorized based on the size of the firms, with the largest firms typically
classified as "Am Law 100" or "Global 100." These firms are known for their extensive resources,

diverse practice areas, and ability to handle significant legal matters.

What Defines the Largest Law Firms?

Several factors contribute to the classification of the largest law firms in the United States:

1. Number of Attorneys: The total number of lawyers employed by the firm is a primary metric. Larger
firms often employ hundreds or even thousands of attorneys across multiple offices.

2. Revenue: Annual revenue is a key indicator of a firm’s size and market presence. Law firms are
ranked based on their gross revenue, with the highest earners typically leading the list.

3. Prestige and Reputation: Many large law firms have established strong reputations based on their
history, high-profile cases, and the caliber of their attorneys.

4. Global Reach: Firms with international offices and cross-border capabilities are often viewed as



larger due to their ability to serve multinational clients.
5. Diversity of Practice Areas: The breadth and depth of practice areas offered, from corporate law to

litigation, can also be a factor in determining a firm's size.

Top 10 Largest Law Firms in the United States

Here is a list of some of the largest law firms in the United States, based on the most recent rankings.
Note that these rankings may vary slightly depending on the source, but they generally reflect the

same group of firms.

1. Kirkland & Ellis LLP
- Founded: 1909
- Headquarters: Chicago, lllinois

- Notable for: Private equity, mergers and acquisitions, and corporate law.

2. Latham & Watkins LLP
- Founded: 1934
- Headquarters: Los Angeles, California

- Notable for: Corporate law, litigation, and environmental law.

3. Baker McKenzie
- Founded: 1949
- Headquarters: Chicago, lllinois

- Notable for: International law, tax, and employment law.

4. DLA Piper
- Founded: 2005 (merger of multiple firms)
- Headquarters: New York City, New York

- Notable for: Real estate, corporate law, and litigation.



5. Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
- Founded: 1948
- Headquarters: New York City, New York

- Notable for: Mergers and acquisitions, litigation, and tax law.

6. Sidley Austin LLP
- Founded: 1866
- Headquarters: Chicago, lllinois

- Notable for: Corporate, litigation, and regulatory practices.

7. Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
- Founded: 1873
- Headquarters: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

- Notable for: Labor and employment, corporate law, and litigation.

8. Hogan Lovells
- Founded: 2010 (merger of Hogan & Hartson and Lovells)
- Headquarters: Washington, D.C.

- Notable for: Regulatory, litigation, and intellectual property.

9. White & Case LLP
- Founded: 1901
- Headquarters: New York City, New York

- Notable for: Mergers and acquisitions, international arbitration, and banking.

10. Jones Day
- Founded: 1893
- Headquarters: Cleveland, Ohio

- Notable for: Litigation, corporate law, and restructuring.



Services Offered by Large Law Firms

The largest law firms provide a wide range of legal services, catering to various sectors and industries.

Some of the primary services include:

1. Corporate Law

- Mergers and Acquisitions (M&A)
- Corporate Governance

- Securities Regulation

2. Litigation and Dispute Resolution

- Commercial Litigation
- Class Action Lawsuits

- Arbitration and Mediation

3. Intellectual Property

- Patent Law
- Trademark Registration

- Copyright Law

4. Labor and Employment

- Employment Disputes
- Labor Relations

- Employee Benefits



5. Real Estate

- Commercial Real Estate Transactions
- Zoning and Land Use

- Real Estate Development

6. Tax Law

- Tax Planning
- Tax Controversy

- International Taxation

7. Regulatory and Compliance

- Government Relations
- Environmental Law

- Healthcare Compliance

The Evolution of Large Law Firms

The landscape of large law firms in the United States has evolved significantly over the last few

decades. Several trends have shaped their operations and strategies:

Technological Advancements

- Legal Tech: The integration of technology in legal practices has streamlined processes, improved
efficiency, and created new service offerings such as e-discovery and legal analytics.
- Remote Work: The COVID-19 pandemic accelerated the shift to remote work, prompting firms to

adapt their operations and client interactions.



Diversity and Inclusion Initiatives

- Many large law firms have prioritized diversity and inclusion, recognizing the importance of a varied

workforce in enhancing creativity and problem-solving capabilities.

Globalization of Legal Services

- With the rise of multinational corporations, law firms have expanded their global footprint to better

serve clients in various jurisdictions.

Challenges Facing Large Law Firms

Despite their size and resources, large law firms face several challenges in the modern legal

environment:

1. Competition: The legal market is saturated, with many firms vying for the same clients.

2. Regulatory Changes: New regulations can impact practice areas and require firms to adapt quickly.
3. Client Expectations: Clients increasingly demand transparency, efficiency, and value for money.

4. Talent Acquisition and Retention: Attracting and retaining top talent is a continuous challenge,

particularly in a competitive job market.

Conclusion

The largest law firms in the United States play a pivotal role in the legal industry, providing essential
services to a diverse range of clients. Their size and resources enable them to tackle complex legal
issues on both national and global scales. As the legal landscape continues to change, these firms are
poised to adapt, leveraging technology, promoting diversity, and embracing new business models.

Understanding the dynamics of these firms is crucial for anyone interested in the legal profession,



whether as a potential client, a law student, or a legal professional.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the largest law firms in the United States by revenue?

As of 2023, the largest law firms by revenue include Kirkland & Ellis, Latham & Watkins, and Baker

McKenzie.

How is the size of a law firm typically measured?

Law firm size is typically measured by revenue, number of attorneys, and number of offices worldwide.

What is the significance of the Am Law 100 list?

The Am Law 100 list ranks the 100 largest law firms in the United States by gross revenue, providing
insights into the legal industry's economic landscape.

Which law firm has the highest number of attorneys in the U.S.?

As of 2023, Baker McKenzie is often cited as having the highest number of attorneys in the United
States.

What are some common practice areas for the largest law firms?
Common practice areas for the largest law firms include corporate law, intellectual property, litigation,
and labor and employment law.

How do large law firms typically attract top talent?

Large law firms attract top talent through competitive salaries, comprehensive benefits, diverse practice

opportunities, and strong professional development programs.



What trends are currently affecting the largest law firms in the U.S.?

Current trends affecting large law firms include increased demand for legal technology, a focus on

diversity and inclusion, and evolving client expectations regarding service delivery.

How do the largest law firms impact the legal market?

The largest law firms set industry standards for billing rates, service offerings, and recruitment

practices, significantly influencing the overall legal market.
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