largest comebacks in ncaa football
history

Largest comebacks in NCAA football history are often the stuff of legend, showcasing
the resilience, determination, and sheer willpower that teams can exhibit in the face of
overwhelming odds. These remarkable turnarounds not only captivate fans but also leave
an indelible mark on college football history. From miraculous plays to strategic
adjustments, the largest comebacks have become defining moments for players, coaches,
and fans alike. This article will explore some of the most significant comebacks in NCAA
football history, highlighting the drama, key plays, and the emotional rollercoaster that
accompanies these unforgettable games.

Understanding the Comeback Phenomenon

Before diving into specific instances, it's important to understand what constitutes a
"comeback" in the context of NCAA football. A comeback typically involves a team
overcoming a significant deficit to win a game, often in the second half. Factors that
contribute to a successful comeback include:

- Coaching Adjustments: Effective halftime adjustments can change the course of a game.
- Player Performance: Key players stepping up in critical moments is crucial.

- Psychological Resilience: The mental fortitude of a team can often dictate their ability to
rally.

Top 5 Largest Comebacks in NCAA Football
History

While many comebacks have captured the hearts of fans, some stand out more than others
due to their sheer magnitude and the circumstances surrounding them. Here are five of the
largest comebacks in NCAA football history:

1. Texas Tech vs. Texas A&M (2008)

One of the most thrilling comebacks occurred on October 18, 2008, when Texas Tech faced
Texas A&M. The Red Raiders found themselves down by 20 points late in the third quarter,
trailing 35-14.

- Key Moments:

- Texas Tech scored 29 points in the final 12 minutes of the game.

- Quarterback Graham Harrell threw for 474 yards and 5 touchdowns.

- A last-minute touchdown pass to Michael Crabtree sealed the 39-33 victory.



This game not only showcased the explosive offense of Texas Tech but also highlighted the
resilience of a team that refused to give up.

2. Michigan State vs. Northwestern (2006)

On September 28, 2006, Michigan State faced a daunting challenge against Northwestern,
where they were down 35-3 early in the third quarter.

- Key Highlights:

- The Spartans scored 38 unanswered points to end the game.

- Quarterback Drew Stanton led the charge, throwing for 3 touchdowns.

- The final score was 41-38, marking one of the most dramatic turnarounds in Big Ten
history.

This game underscored the unpredictable nature of college football, proving that no lead is
safe until the final whistle.

3. BYU vs. Miami (1990)

In @ game that became iconic in college football lore, BYU faced off against the Miami
Hurricanes on October 8, 1990. The Cougars were down 45-10 in the third quarter, facing a
seemingly insurmountable deficit.

- Crucial Factors:

- BYU scored 28 points in the fourth quarter alone.

- Quarterback Ty Detmer threw for 570 yards and 5 touchdowns, earning a place in college
football history.

- The final score was 46-45, marking a stunning victory for BYU.

Detmer's performance was not only a testament to his skill but also a reminder of the
unpredictable nature of the game.

4. Stanford vs. USC (2007)

On September 8, 2007, Stanford was a 41-point underdog against the No. 1 ranked USC
Trojans. The game seemed all but over as Stanford trailed 23-0 at halftime.

- Turning Points:

- Stanford made a stunning comeback, scoring 24 unanswered points.

- The game included a pivotal interception return for a touchdown.

- Stanford won 24-23, completing one of the biggest upsets in college football history.

This game is often cited as a classic example of how anything can happen in college
football, regardless of rankings and expectations.



5. Appalachian State vs. Michigan (2007)

While not a traditional comeback, the game between Appalachian State and Michigan on
September 1, 2007, should be mentioned for its shocking nature.

- Key Details:

- Michigan led 14-0 at the start of the game.

- Appalachian State scored 34 points to Michigan's 32.

- The Mountaineers' last-minute field goal secured a historic 34-32 victory.

This game is notable not only for the comeback but also for being one of the biggest upsets
in college football history, shaking the foundations of the sport.

The Impact of Comebacks

The significance of these comebacks extends beyond just the final score. They often
reshape narratives for teams, players, and coaches. Some of the broader impacts include:

1. Boosting Team Morale

A significant comeback can boost a team’s confidence for the remainder of the season. It
creates a belief that no deficit is too large to overcome, fostering camaraderie and
resilience.

2. Legacy for Players and Coaches

Players and coaches involved in these comebacks often become legends in college football
history. Their names are forever linked to unforgettable moments, impacting recruitment
and the culture of their programs.

3. Fan Engagement

Comebacks keep fans engaged and create unforgettable memories. They often result in
increased attendance and enthusiasm for future games, solidifying a team's fanbase.

Conclusion

The largest comebacks in NCAA football history serve as reminders of the unpredictability
and excitement of the sport. They highlight the importance of perseverance, teamwork, and
the belief that anything is possible on the gridiron. As fans, we are continually drawn to



these thrilling narratives, celebrating the resilience of teams that defy the odds and leave a
lasting impact on college football history. Whether through record-setting performances or
stunning upsets, these comebacks will always hold a special place in the hearts of college
football fans.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the largest comeback in NCAA
football history?

The largest comeback in NCAA football history occurred on October 17, 2009, when the
University of Michigan overcame a 35-point deficit to defeat the University of Minnesota,
winning the game 38-35.

Which team was involved in the largest comeback in
NCAA Division | FBS history?

The University of Michigan holds the record for the largest comeback in NCAA Division | FBS
history, as they overcame a 35-point deficit against Minnesota in 2009.

How many points did the largest comeback in NCAA
football history involve?

The largest comeback in NCAA football history involved a 35-point deficit.

What year did the largest comeback in NCAA football
history take place?

The largest comeback in NCAA football history took place in 2009.

What was the score at halftime during the largest
comeback in NCAA football history?

At halftime during the largest comeback in NCAA football history, the score was 35-7 in
favor of Minnesota.

What notable player was part of the Michigan team that
achieved the largest comeback?

Quarterback Tate Forcier was a notable player for the University of Michigan during their
historic comeback against Minnesota.



Have there been other significant comebacks in NCAA
football history?

Yes, other significant comebacks include the 1984 game where Boston College came back
from a 31-point deficit to defeat the University of Miami.

Why are comebacks in NCAA football significant?

Combacks in NCAA football are significant as they showcase resilience, determination, and
the unpredictable nature of the sport, often leading to memorable moments in college
football history.
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