
language spoken in burkina faso
Language spoken in Burkina Faso is a fascinating topic that delves into the
rich linguistic diversity of this West African nation. With over 60 languages
spoken across its territory, Burkina Faso showcases a complex tapestry of
ethnic identities and cultural heritage. This article aims to explore the
languages of Burkina Faso, their origins, the role they play in society, and
the ongoing efforts to promote and preserve these languages.

Overview of Burkina Faso

Burkina Faso is a landlocked country in West Africa bordered by Mali to the
north, Niger to the east, Benin to the southeast, Togo and Ghana to the
south, and Côte d'Ivoire to the southwest. The country has a population of
approximately 22 million people, composed of various ethnic groups. The most
prominent among these groups include the Mossi, Fulfude, Gourmantché, Bobo,
and Lobi, each with its own unique language and culture.

The capital city, Ouagadougou, serves as the cultural, political, and
economic center of the nation. The rich history of Burkina Faso, coupled with
its diverse ethnic makeup, contributes to the linguistic richness found
within its borders.

Major Languages Spoken

In Burkina Faso, languages are classified into two broad categories:
indigenous languages and foreign languages. Indigenous languages are
primarily used by the local population, while foreign languages such as
French have historical and administrative significance.

Indigenous Languages

The indigenous languages of Burkina Faso are numerous, with the following
being the most widely spoken:

1. Mossi:
- The Mossi language, known as Moore, is the most widely spoken language in
Burkina Faso. It is the language of the Mossi people, who comprise
approximately 40% of the population. Moore serves as a lingua franca in many
parts of the country, facilitating communication among different ethnic
groups.

2. Fulfude:



- Fulfude is spoken by the Fulani people, mainly in the northern regions. It
is an important language for trade and pastoral communities, connecting
various ethnicities across West Africa.

3. Gourmantché:
- This language is predominantly spoken by the Gourmantché people, mainly in
the eastern regions of Burkina Faso. Gourmantché is known for its rich oral
traditions and storytelling practices.

4. Bobo:
- The Bobo people, residing primarily in the western regions, speak the Bobo
language. This language is integral to the cultural identity of the Bobo
community, with distinct rituals and traditions associated with it.

5. Lobi:
- Lobi is spoken by the Lobi people, primarily found in the southwestern part
of the country. The language reflects the unique cultural practices and
beliefs of the Lobi community.

6. Dioula:
- Dioula serves as a trade language in Burkina Faso, particularly in the
southwestern regions. It is used for commerce and communication among various
ethnic groups and is understood by many, even if it is not their mother
tongue.

Foreign Languages

The primary foreign language spoken in Burkina Faso is French, a remnant of
the country's colonial past. French is used in government, education, and
formal communication, making it a crucial language for accessing higher
education and public services. Approximately 15% of the population is fluent
in French, which serves as an important bridge between the diverse ethnic
groups in the country.

Language and Culture

Language in Burkina Faso is deeply intertwined with culture and identity.
Each ethnic group has its own linguistic heritage, which is reflected in
their traditions, music, art, and social practices. The languages spoken in
Burkina Faso serve as vessels for oral history, proverbs, and folklore,
preserving the cultural narratives of the various communities.

Oral Traditions

Oral traditions play a significant role in the transmission of knowledge and



cultural values among the people of Burkina Faso. Storytelling, proverbs, and
songs are often performed in local languages, helping to maintain a
connection to the past while educating younger generations. For instance, the
use of Moore in oral storytelling is common among the Mossi people, who pass
down tales of their ancestors and historical events.

Language and Identity

Language is a crucial component of individual and group identity in Burkina
Faso. The ability to speak one's mother tongue fosters a sense of belonging
and pride among ethnic communities. Additionally, language is often linked to
social status, education, and access to opportunities. While French may
provide advantages in formal settings, indigenous languages are essential for
cultural expression and community cohesion.

Challenges Facing Indigenous Languages

Despite the rich linguistic diversity in Burkina Faso, many indigenous
languages face various challenges:

1. Urbanization: As people migrate to urban centers like Ouagadougou for
economic opportunities, the use of indigenous languages may decline. The
dominance of French in urban settings can overshadow local languages, leading
to language shift.

2. Education System: The education system in Burkina Faso primarily uses
French, which can marginalize indigenous languages. Many children are taught
in French from an early age, resulting in a lack of proficiency in their
mother tongues.

3. Globalization: The influence of globalization and mass media often leads
to the promotion of dominant languages, which may threaten the survival of
indigenous languages.

Efforts to Preserve Indigenous Languages

Recognizing the importance of linguistic diversity, various initiatives have
been undertaken to promote and preserve indigenous languages in Burkina Faso:

- Language Documentation: Linguists and researchers are working to document
and analyze indigenous languages, creating resources that can be used for
education and cultural preservation.

- Community-Based Programs: Local organizations are developing programs that
encourage the use of indigenous languages in everyday life. This includes



promoting storytelling, music, and cultural events that celebrate linguistic
heritage.

- Bilingual Education: Some schools are adopting bilingual education models,
incorporating indigenous languages alongside French. This approach helps
children maintain their linguistic heritage while acquiring necessary skills
in French.

- Government Policy: The Burkinabé government has recognized the importance
of cultural and linguistic diversity in its national policies. Efforts are
being made to include indigenous languages in education and public services.

Conclusion

Language spoken in Burkina Faso is a vibrant reflection of the nation's
cultural diversity and identity. With over 60 languages, each with its own
unique heritage and significance, the linguistic landscape of Burkina Faso
offers valuable insights into the lives and traditions of its people. While
challenges persist in preserving and promoting indigenous languages, ongoing
efforts from communities, researchers, and the government are paving the way
for a more inclusive future where all languages can thrive. By valuing and
supporting linguistic diversity, Burkina Faso can ensure that its rich
cultural heritage endures for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Burkina Faso?
The official language of Burkina Faso is French, which is used in government,
education, and official communications.

What are the major indigenous languages spoken in
Burkina Faso?
The major indigenous languages include Mossi, Gourmantché, and Fulfulde,
among others.

How does the linguistic diversity in Burkina Faso
affect communication?
Burkina Faso is home to over 60 different ethnic groups, leading to a rich
linguistic diversity that can create challenges in communication, but also
fosters cultural exchange.



Are there any language preservation efforts in
Burkina Faso?
Yes, there are ongoing efforts to preserve and promote indigenous languages
through educational programs and cultural initiatives.

What role does French play in the education system
of Burkina Faso?
French serves as the medium of instruction in schools, particularly at the
secondary and higher education levels, although there are efforts to
incorporate local languages in early education.

Is there a significant use of local languages in
media and communication in Burkina Faso?
Yes, local languages are increasingly used in media, including radio and
television, to reach wider audiences and promote cultural heritage.
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