
la rams quarterback history
La Rams quarterback history is a rich narrative that reflects the evolution of the franchise as well
as the development of the quarterback position in the NFL. From its inception in 1936, the Los
Angeles Rams have seen a plethora of talented quarterbacks who have left an indelible mark on the
team and the league. This article will explore the notable quarterbacks in Rams history, their
contributions to the team, and their impact on the game of football.

Early Years: The Foundation of the Franchise

The Rams were founded in Cleveland in 1936 but relocated to Los Angeles in 1946. During these
formative years, the quarterback position was crucial to the team's identity. Some early
quarterbacks laid the groundwork for what would evolve into a storied franchise.

Bob Waterfield (1945-1952)

Bob Waterfield is often celebrated as one of the Rams' earliest stars. He was not only a talented
quarterback but also a punter and placekicker. His dual-threat capabilities made him a versatile
asset for the team. Waterfield led the Rams to their first NFL Championship in 1945 and was named
the NFL MVP in 1945 as well. His leadership and skill set a high standard for future quarterbacks.

Norm Van Brocklin (1949-1957)

Following Waterfield, Norm Van Brocklin took the reins as the Rams’ starting quarterback. He was
known for his strong arm and accuracy, helping the Rams become one of the most formidable
offenses of the time. Van Brocklin led the team to another championship in 1951 and was inducted
into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1982. His rivalry with other great quarterbacks of the era only
served to elevate the profile of the position.

The Move to St. Louis: A New Era

In 1995, the Rams relocated to St. Louis, marking a new chapter in the franchise's history. This era
saw the emergence of several key quarterbacks who would help define the team's identity.

Trent Green (1997-1999)

Trent Green was instrumental in the Rams' resurgence in the late 1990s. After being acquired from
the Washington Redskins, Green's leadership on and off the field helped set the stage for the team's
success. His tenure laid the groundwork for the explosive offense that would soon take the league by



storm.

Kurt Warner (1998-2003)

Kurt Warner's story is one of the most remarkable in NFL history. He went from stocking shelves at
a grocery store to leading the Rams to a Super Bowl victory in 1999. Warner's incredible
performance during the "Greatest Show on Turf" era included winning the NFL MVP award in 1999
and 2001. Under his leadership, the Rams became known for their high-octane offense, featuring
stars like Marshall Faulk, Torry Holt, and Isaac Bruce.

Marc Bulger (2002-2009)

After Warner's departure, Marc Bulger took the helm as the starting quarterback. He continued to
build on the Rams' offensive legacy, setting multiple franchise records and earning Pro Bowl
selections. Bulger's ability to read defenses and make quick decisions kept the Rams competitive
during a transitional phase.

Back to Los Angeles: A New Generation of
Quarterbacks

In 2016, the Rams returned to Los Angeles, and with them came a new wave of quarterbacks eager
to leave their mark on the franchise.

Jared Goff (2016-2020)

Drafted first overall in 2016, Jared Goff faced initial challenges but eventually flourished under head
coach Sean McVay. Goff led the Rams to Super Bowl LIII in 2018, showcasing his development as a
quarterback. His ability to execute the play-action pass and manage games effectively helped
revitalize the franchise and return it to prominence in the NFL.

Matthew Stafford (2021-Present)

The acquisition of Matthew Stafford in 2021 proved to be a game-changing move for the Rams.
Stafford, a former first overall pick himself, brought a wealth of experience and talent to the
position. In his first season with the Rams, he helped lead the team to victory in Super Bowl LVI,
marking the franchise's first championship since returning to Los Angeles. Stafford's strong arm,
accuracy, and leadership qualities have made him a fan favorite and a pivotal player in the Rams'
recent success.



Impact on the Game and Franchise

The history of quarterbacks in the Rams organization is not just about individual achievements but
also about how these players have influenced the game itself.

Innovative Offenses: The Rams have often been at the forefront of offensive innovation,
particularly during the "Greatest Show on Turf" era.

Development of Young Talent: The franchise has a track record of developing young
quarterbacks, as seen with Goff and Stafford.

Leadership and Culture: Each quarterback brought their unique leadership style,
contributing to a strong team culture.

Conclusion

The Los Angeles Rams quarterback history is a tapestry woven with stories of triumph,
resilience, and innovation. From the early days with Bob Waterfield and Norm Van Brocklin to the
modern era featuring Matthew Stafford, each quarterback has played a crucial role in shaping the
team's identity and legacy. As the Rams continue to evolve, the lessons learned from their past
signal that the quarterback position will remain pivotal to their future success.

In the ever-changing landscape of the NFL, the Rams’ commitment to finding and developing top-
tier quarterbacks ensures that their rich history will continue to inspire future generations of players
and fans alike. The journey of the Rams quarterbacks is a testament to the enduring spirit of
competition and the quest for greatness in one of the most challenging sports leagues in the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for the Los Angeles
Rams in 1937?
The first starting quarterback for the Los Angeles Rams in 1937 was Bob Waterfield.

Which quarterback led the Rams to their first NFL
Championship in 1951?
Norm Van Brocklin led the Rams to their first NFL Championship in 1951.



What year did the Rams draft quarterback Jared Goff?
The Rams drafted quarterback Jared Goff in 2016.

Who was the Rams' quarterback during their Super Bowl
appearances in the late 1990s?
Kurt Warner was the Rams' quarterback during their Super Bowl appearances in the late 1990s.

How many seasons did Marc Bulger serve as the Rams'
starting quarterback?
Marc Bulger served as the Rams' starting quarterback for five seasons, from 2002 to 2006.

Which quarterback helped the Rams achieve a record-setting
offense in the 1999 season?
Kurt Warner helped the Rams achieve a record-setting offense in the 1999 season.

What notable achievement did Jared Goff accomplish in his
third season with the Rams?
In his third season, Jared Goff led the Rams to Super Bowl LIII.

Who was the Rams' quarterback prior to Jared Goff?
The Rams' quarterback prior to Jared Goff was Nick Foles.
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