la rams gb history

La Rams QB history is a tale marked by remarkable achievements, pivotal moments, and a colorful
roster of quarterbacks who have donned the Rams jersey over the years. From their origins in Los
Angeles to their journey through St. Louis and back again, the quarterback position has been crucial
in shaping the franchise's identity. In this article, we will delve into the significant quarterbacks in
the history of the Los Angeles Rams, explore their contributions, and analyze how they have
influenced the team’s success.

Early Years and the Birth of the Franchise

The Los Angeles Rams were established in 1936, making them one of the oldest franchises in the
NFL. During their formative years, the quarterback position was not as glorified as it is today.
However, several players laid the groundwork for future success.

Fred Gehrke: The First Rams QB

Fred Gehrke was the first starting quarterback for the Rams. He played from 1936 to 1939, leading
the team in its early days. Although the Rams struggled to find success during Gehrke's tenure, he
set a precedent for future quarterbacks.

Norm Van Brocklin: The Hall of Famer

One of the most iconic figures in La Rams QB history is Norm Van Brocklin. He played for the
Rams from 1945 to 1957 and was known for his strong arm and leadership on the field. Van Brocklin
led the Rams to their first NFL Championship in 1951, solidifying his place in Rams lore.

The Move to St. Louis and New Beginnings

In 1995, the Rams relocated to St. Louis, marking a new chapter in their history. This move brought
a fresh start and an opportunity to build a new legacy.

Trent Green: The Resurgence

Trent Green became the starting quarterback in 1999 and was instrumental in the Rams’
resurgence. Under his leadership, the Rams adopted a high-powered offense that became known as
"The Greatest Show on Turf." The team won Super Bowl XXXIV, with Green’s performance being a
significant factor in their success.



Kurt Warner: The Underdog Hero

Kurt Warner's story is one of the most inspirational in NFL history. After going undrafted and
playing in the Arena Football League, Warner took over as the starting quarterback for the Rams in
1999. He led the team to two Super Bowl appearances, winning one. Warner was named Super Bowl
MVP and went on to have a Hall of Fame career.

The 2000s: A Period of Transition

Following the success of Warner and Green, the Rams faced challenges in maintaining the same
level of performance. The quarterback position became a revolving door, with several players trying
to fill the void.

Marc Bulger: The Reliable Starter

Marc Bulger took the reins in 2002 and became a stable presence for the Rams over the next several
years. He was a Pro Bowl selection in 2003 and 2004, and during his tenure, he led the team to
several playoff appearances. Bulger's ability to manage the game and make crucial throws kept the
Rams competitive during a turbulent time.

Other Notable QBs of the 2000s

The Rams experimented with various quarterbacks during this decade, including:

e Ryan Fitzpatrick
e Scott Linehan

e Sam Bradford

While these players contributed to the team at different levels, none could replicate the success of
the earlier years.

The Return to Los Angeles and a New Era

In 2016, the Rams returned to Los Angeles, bringing a renewed sense of excitement and hope to the
fanbase. With a new coaching staff and a fresh roster, the franchise aimed to reclaim its former

glory.



Jared Goff: The Future in LA

Jared Goff was selected first overall in the 2016 NFL Draft, signaling the Rams' commitment to
building around a franchise quarterback. After a rocky start, Goff flourished under head coach Sean
McVay, leading the team to Super Bowl LIII in 2018. His ability to read defenses and make quick
decisions made him a key player in the Rams' offensive scheme.

The 2021 Season: Matthew Stafford Joins the Rams

In a bold move, the Rams traded for veteran quarterback Matthew Stafford in 2021. Stafford
brought a wealth of experience and a strong arm to the team. His leadership proved invaluable as he
led the Rams to victory in Super Bowl LVI, earning the franchise its first championship since
returning to Los Angeles.

Impact of Quarterbacks on the Rams' Identity

The quarterbacks in La Rams QB history have not only contributed to the team's on-field success
but have also shaped the franchise's identity. Each quarterback brought unique traits and styles to
the position, influencing the way the Rams played football.

Key Traits of Successful Rams Quarterbacks

Several common traits can be observed among the most successful Rams quarterbacks:

1. Leadership: The ability to inspire teammates and command the huddle.
2. Strong Arm: A powerful throwing arm allows for deep passes and stretching the field.

3. Game Awareness: Understanding defenses and making quick decisions in high-pressure
situations.

4. Resilience: The ability to bounce back from setbacks and maintain confidence.

The Legacy of Rams Quarterbacks

As we look back at the La Rams QB history, it's clear that the quarterback position has played a
pivotal role in the team's success and evolution. From early pioneers like Fred Gehrke to modern
stars like Matthew Stafford, each quarterback has left an indelible mark on the franchise.



As the Rams continue to build for the future, the lessons learned from their past quarterbacks will
undoubtedly influence the next generation of players. The passion, determination, and skill displayed
by these quarterbacks will forever be remembered as part of the rich tapestry that defines the Los
Angeles Rams.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for the Los Angeles
Rams?

The first starting quarterback for the Los Angeles Rams was Bob Waterfield, who played from 1945
to 1952.

What notable achievement did Kurt Warner accomplish as the
Rams' quarterback?

Kurt Warner led the Rams to a Super Bowl victory in the 1999 season and was named Super Bowl
MVP.

Which Rams quarterback was known for his strong arm and
led the team in the late 1990s?

Marc Bulger was known for his strong arm and took over as the starting quarterback in the late
1990s, becoming one of the franchise's all-time leaders.

How many seasons did Jared Goff serve as the starting
quarterback for the Rams?

Jared Goff served as the starting quarterback for the Los Angeles Rams from 2016 through 2020.

Who replaced Jared Goff as the starting quarterback for the
Rams?

Matthew Stafford replaced Jared Goff as the starting quarterback for the Rams in 2021 after being
traded from the Detroit Lions.

What significant impact did Vince Ferragamo have during his
time with the Rams?

Vince Ferragamo led the Rams to Super Bowl XIV in the 1979 season, showcasing his ability to
perform in high-pressure situations.



Which Rams quarterback was known for his dual-threat
capabilities?

Sam Bradford was known for his dual-threat capabilities during his time with the Rams, combining
passing and mobility.

What year did the Rams win their first Super Bowl with Kurt
Warner?

The Rams won their first Super Bowl in the 1999 season, defeating the Tennessee Titans in Super
Bowl XXXIV.

How did the performance of the Rams quarterbacks affect the
team's overall success?

The performance of Rams quarterbacks has been pivotal in the team's success, with standout
seasons leading to playoff appearances and Super Bowl runs.
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