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Korematsu v. United States 1944 Worksheet Answer Key is a crucial topic
related to one of the most significant Supreme Court cases in American
history. The case, decided during World War II, involved the forced
relocation and internment of Japanese Americans by the U.S. government.
Understanding the implications of this case is essential for comprehending
the balance between national security and civil liberties, as well as the
judicial system's role in such matters. This article provides an overview of
the case, its historical context, legal arguments, Supreme Court decision,
and its lasting impact on American society.

Historical Context

During World War II, following the attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941,
fear and paranoia regarding Japanese Americans surged. The U.S. government,
influenced by military and political leaders, viewed Japanese Americans as
potential threats to national security. This fear was exacerbated by existing
racial prejudices and stereotypes.

Executive Order 9066

On February 19, 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order
9066, which authorized the military to designate "military areas" and exclude
anyone deemed a threat. This order led to the internment of approximately
120,000 Japanese Americans, two-thirds of whom were U.S. citizens. The
internment camps were established in isolated areas, often in harsh
conditions.

The Case: Korematsu v. United States

Fred Korematsu, an American citizen of Japanese descent, refused to comply
with the internment order and was subsequently arrested. Korematsu's case
became a test of the constitutionality of the internment policy.

Legal Arguments

The core legal arguments in Korematsu v. United States revolved around civil
liberties, the Equal Protection Clause, and the question of whether the



government had the authority to infringe upon individual rights in the name
of national security.

1. Petitioner's Arguments (Korematsu):

- Korematsu argued that the internment was based on racial prejudice rather
than any legitimate military justification.

- He asserted that the internment violated the Fifth Amendment, which
guarantees due process.

- Korematsu emphasized the lack of evidence showing that Japanese Americans
posed a threat to national security.

2. Respondent's Arguments (United States):

- The government argued that the internment was a necessary wartime measure
to prevent espionage and sabotage.

- They claimed that the military had made its decision based on the wartime
context and the perceived threat posed by Japanese Americans.

- The government maintained that the internment was a valid exercise of
executive power in times of national emergency.

The Supreme Court Decision

On December 18, 1944, the Supreme Court delivered a 6-3 ruling in favor of
the United States, upholding the constitutionality of the internment order.
Justice Hugo Black wrote the majority opinion, emphasizing the government's
duty to protect the nation during wartime.

Key Points from the Ruling

- The Court accepted the government's arguments about the necessity of
internment for national security.

- The decision was heavily influenced by the prevailing wartime context and
the deference given to military judgment in critical situations.

- The ruling did not find the internment to be a violation of the Equal
Protection Clause, despite the obvious racial basis for the policy.

Criticism and Dissent

The decision faced immediate criticism, and dissenting opinions highlighted
the dangers of racial prejudice influencing legal judgments.

1. Dissenting Opinions:

- Justice Murphy noted that the internment order was based on racial
prejudice and violated the principles of a democratic society.

- Justice Jackson argued that the ruling set a dangerous precedent by
allowing the government to infringe upon individual rights without sufficient



justification.
- He warned that the ruling could have long-lasting implications for civil
liberties in America.

Impact and Legacy

The Korematsu v. United States ruling has had a profound and lasting impact
on American law and society.

Post-War Repercussions

- After the war, the internment camps were closed, and many Japanese
Americans returned to find their homes and businesses destroyed.

- In 1988, the U.S. government formally acknowledged the injustices of
internment by enacting the Civil Liberties Act, which provided reparations to
survivors.

Modern Implications

- Korematsu's case is frequently cited in discussions about civil liberties,
especially in the context of national security.

- The case serves as a cautionary tale against allowing fear to override
constitutional rights.

- Legal scholars and activists often reference Korematsu in contemporary
debates regarding immigration, surveillance, and the treatment of minority
groups during periods of national crisis.

Educational Resources: Korematsu v. United
States Worksheet Answer Key

To facilitate understanding of the case, educators often create worksheets
that include essential questions and prompts related to the Korematsu
decision. Below are some potential worksheet questions along with the
corresponding answers:

1. What was Executive Order 90667
- Executive Order 9066 was a directive signed by President Roosevelt that
authorized the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II.

2. What were the main arguments presented by Korematsu?
- Korematsu argued the internment was racially motivated, violated due
process under the Fifth Amendment, and lacked evidence of a real threat.



3. What was the Supreme Court's ruling in Korematsu v. United States?
- The Supreme Court upheld the internment order, ruling it constitutional
based on the government's wartime powers.

4. What were some consequences of the ruling?
- The ruling legitimized racial discrimination in the name of national
security and set a precedent for future cases involving civil liberties.

5. How did the Korematsu case influence future legal decisions?
- Korematsu is often referenced in legal discussions about civil liberties
and government overreach, particularly during times of crisis.

Conclusion

Korematsu v. United States remains a significant case in the annals of
American legal history. It highlights the tensions between national security
and civil liberties and serves as a reminder of the dangers posed by
unchecked governmental power. As society continues to grapple with these
issues, the lessons learned from Korematsu's experience are more relevant
than ever, reminding us to safeguard our constitutional rights in even the
most challenging times. Understanding the complexities of this case through
worksheets and discussions helps ensure that the mistakes of the past are not
repeated in the future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main issue at stake in Korematsu v.
United States?

The main issue was whether the government's decision to intern Japanese
Americans during World War II was a violation of their constitutional rights.

What was the Supreme Court's ruling in Korematsu v.
United States?

The Supreme Court ruled in a 6-3 decision that the internment was
constitutional, citing national security concerns during wartime.

How has Korematsu v. United States been viewed in
subsequent years?

It has been widely criticized as a glaring example of racial discrimination
and has been referenced in discussions about civil liberties during wartime.



What impact did Korematsu v. United States have on
later legal cases?

The case has been cited in later Supreme Court decisions regarding civil
rights and national security, often as a cautionary example of the dangers of
prioritizing security over liberty.

What was Fred Korematsu's argument against the
internment?

Fred Korematsu argued that the internment was racially discriminatory and
violated his rights under the Fifth Amendment.

What has been the legacy of Korematsu v. United
States in American history?

The case is often cited in discussions about the balance between national
security and civil liberties, serving as a reminder of the potential for
governmental overreach in times of crisis.
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