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Kolchak: The Night Stalker is an iconic television series that first aired in
the early 1970s, blending elements of horror, mystery, and investigative
journalism. The show follows Carl Kolchak, a tenacious reporter who often
finds himself entangled in supernatural and paranormal events. Created by Dan
Curtis, the series is known for its unique storytelling, memorable
characters, and its lasting influence on later horror and supernatural
television shows. This article provides a comprehensive episode guide for
Kolchak: The Night Stalker, highlighting the themes, notable monsters, and
significant moments from each episode.

Overview of the Series

Kolchak: The Night Stalker originally aired from 1974 to 1975 and consists of
20 episodes. The series stars Darren McGavin as Carl Kolchak, a newspaper
reporter in Chicago who investigates bizarre and often deadly occurrences.
The show was based on two successful TV movies: "The Night Stalker" (1972)
and "The Night Strangler" (1973). Its combination of investigative journalism
and supernatural elements paved the way for future series like "The X-Files"
and "Buffy the Vampire Slayer."

Key Characters

- Carl Kolchak (Darren McGavin): The cynical yet determined reporter who
uncovers supernatural mysteries.

- Tony Vincenzo (Simon Oakland): Kolchak's editor who often doubts his
stories but ultimately supports him.

- Julie Collins (various actresses): Kolchak's love interests and occasional
allies in his investigations.

Episode Guide

The following is a detailed guide to each episode of Kolchak: The Night
Stalker.

Season 1

1. The Ripper (Episode 1)



- Air Date: January 22, 1974

- Synopsis: Kolchak investigates a series of murders in Chicago that resemble
the infamous Jack the Ripper killings.

- Monster of the Week: A modern-day serial killer with ties to the original
Ripper.

2. The Zombie (Episode 2)

- Air Date: January 29, 1974

- Synopsis: Kolchak covers a story involving a voodoo priest who has raised
the dead to enact revenge.

- Monster of the Week: A zombie that terrorizes the city.

3. They Have Been, They Are, They Will Be (Episode 3)

- Air Date: February 5, 1974

- Synopsis: Kolchak investigates a series of unexplained disappearances tied
to a mysterious alien force.

- Monster of the Week: Alien entities that abduct humans.

4. The Vampire (Episode 4)

Air Date: February 12, 1974

Synopsis: Kolchak discovers a vampire preying on the citizens of Chicago.
Monster of the Week: A classic vampire with supernatural abilities.

5. The Werewolf (Episode 5)

Air Date: February 19, 1974

- Synopsis: Kolchak faces off against a man who transforms into a werewolf
during a full moon.

- Monster of the Week: A werewolf with a tragic backstory.

6. The Spanish Moss Murders (Episode 6)

- Air Date: February 26, 1974

- Synopsis: Kolchak investigates a string of murders linked to an ancient
curse involving Spanish moss.

- Monster of the Week: A supernatural entity tied to the swamp.

7. The Devil's Platform (Episode 7)

- Air Date: March 5, 1974

- Synopsis: Kolchak uncovers a political scandal involving a politician and a
demonic influence.

- Monster of the Week: An evil spirit manipulating events.

8. Bad Medicine (Episode 8)

- Air Date: March 12, 1974

- Synopsis: Kolchak investigates a series of deaths connected to a Native
American curse at a hospital.

- Monster of the Week: A vengeful spirit linked to ancient rituals.

9. The Knightly Murders (Episode 9)

- Air Date: March 19, 1974

- Synopsis: Kolchak looks into murders that echo the historical events of a
medieval knight's revenge.



- Monster of the Week: A ghostly knight seeking vengeance.

10. Horror in the Heights (Episode 10)

- Air Date: March 26, 1974

- Synopsis: A series of mysterious deaths at a high-rise building leads
Kolchak to uncover dark secrets from the past.

- Monster of the Week: A malevolent spirit haunting the building.

11. The Energy Eater (Episode 11)

- Air Date: April 2, 1974

- Synopsis: Kolchak investigates a series of unexplained power outages linked
to a creature that feeds on energy.

- Monster of the Week: A being that absorbs electrical energy.

12. The Trevi Collection (Episode 12)

- Air Date: April 9, 1974

- Synopsis: Kolchak covers a story about a cursed collection of art pieces
that lead to mysterious deaths.

- Monster of the Week: A cursed artifact with deadly consequences.

13. The Sins of the Fathers (Episode 13)

- Air Date: April 16, 1974

- Synopsis: Kolchak uncovers a family secret tied to a series of murders
linked to vengeance from the past.

- Monster of the Week: A haunting spirit seeking retribution.

14. The Werewolf (Episode 14)

- Air Date: April 23, 1974

- Synopsis: Kolchak confronts a werewolf in a small town, revisiting the
creature's origins.

- Monster of the Week: A returning werewolf character.

15. The Devil's Platform (Episode 15)

- Air Date: April 30, 1974

- Synopsis: Kolchak investigates a murder linked to a cult and a demonic
influence in local politics.

- Monster of the Week: A demonic presence manipulating human behavior.

16. The Night Stalker (Episode 16)

- Air Date: May 7, 1974

- Synopsis: Kolchak faces off against a vampire who has returned to Chicago
after a long absence.

- Monster of the Week: A cunning vampire with a personal vendetta.

17. The Spanish Moss Murders (Episode 17)

- Air Date: May 14, 1974

- Synopsis: A continuation of the curse linked to the Spanish moss, leading
to new victims.

- Monster of the Week: The spirit of revenge.

18. The Energy Eater (Episode 18)



- Air Date: May 21, 1974

- Synopsis: Kolchak finds himself racing against time to stop a creature that
threatens to plunge the city into darkness.

- Monster of the Week: A creature that absorbs energy.

19. The Knightly Murders (Episode 19)

- Air Date: May 28, 1974

- Synopsis: Kolchak revisits the past, uncovering more about the knight's
curse and its implications.

- Monster of the Week: A ghostly knight seeking closure.

20. The Final Conflict (Episode 20)

- Air Date: June 4, 1974

- Synopsis: In a climactic finale, Kolchak battles multiple supernatural
forces to save Chicago from destruction.

- Monster of the Week: A combination of all supernatural elements from
previous episodes.

Legacy and Impact

Kolchak: The Night Stalker had a profound influence on the horror genre,
inspiring a generation of filmmakers and television creators. The show's
unique blend of humor, horror, and investigative journalism resonated with
audiences, paving the way for similar series. Its cult following has led to
various revivals, including a short-lived series in 2005 and numerous
references in popular culture.

Conclusion

The enduring appeal of Kolchak: The Night Stalker lies in its ability to
merge the mundane world of journalism with the extraordinary realm of the
supernatural. Each episode presents a new challenge for Carl Kolchak, who
must confront not only monsters but also the skepticism of those around him.
This episode guide serves as a tribute to a series that continues to
captivate fans with its blend of mystery, horror, and humor. Whether you are
a longtime fan or a newcomer, revisiting the adventures of Kolchak is sure to
provide an entertaining experience filled with thrills and chills.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Kolchak: The Night Stalker'?

'Kolchak: The Night Stalker' is a television series that aired in the 1970s,
featuring a reporter who investigates supernatural occurrences and monsters.



How many episodes are in the original 'Kolchak: The
Night Stalker' series?

The original series consists of 20 episodes that aired from 1974 to 1975.

What was the premise of the first episode, 'The
Night Stalker'?

In 'The Night Stalker,' Kolchak investigates a series of murders in Las Vegas
that are linked to a vampire.

Which episode features a mummy as the main
antagonist?

The episode titled 'The Spanish Moss Murders' features a mummy as the main
antagonist.

Was 'Kolchak: The Night Stalker' influential in the
horror genre?

'Kolchak: The Night Stalker' is considered highly influential, inspiring
future supernatural-themed shows and movies, including 'The X-Files.'

What are some recurring themes in 'Kolchak: The
Night Stalker' episodes?

Recurring themes include the investigation of paranormal phenomena,
skepticism from authorities, and the struggles of a journalist against
supernatural forces.

Did the series have any spin-offs or reboots?

Yes, there was a short-lived reboot of 'Kolchak: The Night Stalker' in 2005,
but it did not achieve the same iconic status as the original.

What is the significance of Kolchak's character?

Kolchak, played by Darren McGavin, is significant for his blend of humor,
determination, and vulnerability, making him a relatable and memorable
protagonist.

Where can I find a complete episode guide for
'Kolchak: The Night Stalker'?

A complete episode guide can be found on various entertainment websites, fan
sites, and streaming services that host the series.
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