
kohler generator installation
instructions
Kohler generator installation instructions are essential for homeowners and contractors
looking to ensure a reliable backup power source. Kohler generators are known for their
durability and efficiency, making them a popular choice for residential and commercial
applications. Proper installation is crucial, not only for the generator's functionality but also
for safety and compliance with local codes. This article will provide a comprehensive guide
to installing a Kohler generator, covering essential preparations, installation steps, and
post-installation considerations.

Understanding Your Kohler Generator

Before diving into the installation instructions, it is important to understand the different
types of Kohler generators available and their specifications.

Types of Kohler Generators

1. Standby Generators: Automatically turn on during a power outage. These are
permanently installed outside your home.
2. Portable Generators: Designed for temporary use and can be moved as needed.
3. Inverter Generators: Ideal for sensitive electronics due to their clean power output and
quiet operation.

Choosing the Right Model

When selecting a Kohler generator, consider the following factors:

- Power Requirements: Calculate the wattage needed to power essential appliances during
an outage.
- Fuel Type: Kohler generators can run on natural gas, propane, or diesel.
- Noise Levels: Look for models with noise-reduction features if you reside in a noise-
sensitive area.
- Local Codes: Check local building codes and regulations regarding generator installation.

Preparation for Installation

Proper preparation is the key to a successful installation. Follow these steps to set the
groundwork for your Kohler generator installation.



Tools and Materials Needed

Before you begin, gather the following tools and materials:

- Tools:
- Socket wrench set
- Screwdrivers (flathead and Phillips)
- Level
- Pipe wrenches
- Voltage tester
- Safety goggles and gloves

- Materials:
- Mounting pad (concrete or composite)
- Electrical conduit and wiring
- Transfer switch (if applicable)
- Fuel supply lines (gas or propane)
- Exhaust venting materials (if required)

Site Selection

Choosing the right location for your generator is crucial for optimal performance and safety.
Consider these factors when selecting the site:

- Distance from Home: Install the generator at least 5 feet away from doors, windows, and
vents to prevent carbon monoxide from entering the home.
- Level Ground: Ensure the site is level to prevent any operational issues.
- Access to Utilities: The generator should be close to your fuel source and electrical panel.

Installation Steps

Once you have prepared the site and gathered your tools, follow these steps to install your
Kohler generator.

Step 1: Install the Mounting Pad

1. Choose the Size: The pad should be at least 4 inches larger than the generator on all
sides.
2. Level the Ground: If the ground isn’t level, excavate it to create a flat surface.
3. Pour Concrete: Use a concrete mix to create a solid pad, ensuring it cures properly
before proceeding.



Step 2: Install the Generator

1. Position the Generator: Place the generator on the cured mounting pad.
2. Level the Generator: Use a level to ensure the generator is perfectly horizontal.
3. Secure the Generator: Follow the manufacturer’s guidelines for securing the generator to
the pad.

Step 3: Connect the Fuel Supply

1. Natural Gas or Propane: Use the appropriate fittings and pipe wrenches to connect the
fuel supply line to the generator.
2. Check for Leaks: After connecting the fuel line, use a soap solution to check for leaks.
3. Ventilation: Ensure proper ventilation for the fuel system according to local codes.

Step 4: Electrical Connections

1. Transfer Switch Installation: If using a transfer switch, install it according to the
manufacturer’s instructions. This typically involves:
- Turning off the main power.
- Connecting the transfer switch to the electrical panel.
- Running conduit and wiring between the generator and switch.

2. Connect the Generator: Use the appropriate gauge wire to connect the generator to the
transfer switch. Follow these guidelines:
- Use a voltage tester to ensure the generator is off before making connections.
- Secure all connections with wire nuts and electrical tape.

Step 5: Install Exhaust Venting

If your generator requires exhaust venting, follow these steps:

1. Position the Exhaust Pipe: Ensure the exhaust pipe directs fumes away from your home
and any outdoor living areas.
2. Seal Connections: Use high-temperature silicone sealant to seal all connections in the
exhaust system.

Testing Your Kohler Generator

Once the installation is complete, it is time to test the generator.



Initial Start-Up

1. Turn On the Fuel Supply: Open the fuel supply valve.
2. Start the Generator: Use the generator's start switch to turn it on.
3. Check the Readings: Monitor the generator’s gauges to ensure it is functioning properly.

Test the Transfer Switch

1. Simulate a Power Outage: Turn off the main power supply to simulate an outage.
2. Check Transfer Switch Functionality: Ensure the transfer switch properly directs power
from the generator to your home.
3. Test Appliances: Turn on essential appliances to ensure they are powered by the
generator.

Post-Installation Considerations

After successful installation and testing, consider the following:

Regular Maintenance

To keep your Kohler generator running smoothly, perform regular maintenance, including:

- Oil Changes: Change oil and oil filters according to the manufacturer’s schedule.
- Battery Checks: Inspect and replace the battery as needed.
- Clean Air Filters: Ensure air filters are clean and replace them when necessary.
- Exercise the Generator: Run the generator monthly for about 30 minutes to keep it in
good working condition.

Documentation and Warranty

1. Keep Manuals Handy: Store the installation and user manuals in an accessible location.
2. Warranty Registration: Register your generator with Kohler to ensure warranty coverage.

Conclusion

Following these Kohler generator installation instructions will help ensure a successful
installation and reliable backup power during outages. Proper site selection, adherence to
safety protocols, and regular maintenance are crucial for the longevity and effectiveness of
your generator. By taking the time to install your Kohler generator correctly, you can enjoy
peace of mind knowing that your home will remain powered, no matter the circumstances.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic steps for installing a Kohler
generator?
The basic steps for installing a Kohler generator include selecting the installation location,
preparing the site, installing the concrete pad, connecting the fuel supply, wiring the
generator to the transfer switch, and finally, testing the system.

Do I need a permit to install a Kohler generator?
Yes, most locations require a permit for generator installation due to zoning and safety
regulations. It's important to check with your local authorities before installation.

What tools are required for Kohler generator
installation?
Essential tools for Kohler generator installation include a wrench set, screwdrivers, a drill, a
level, and possibly a concrete saw if you need to prepare the installation site.

How far should the Kohler generator be from my home?
Kohler recommends placing the generator at least 5 feet away from your home and away
from any windows or vents to ensure proper ventilation and safety.

Can I install a Kohler generator myself?
While some homeowners may choose to install a Kohler generator themselves, it is highly
recommended to hire a licensed electrician or a certified installer to ensure the installation
meets all safety codes.

What is the proper way to connect the generator to the
transfer switch?
The generator should be connected to the transfer switch using appropriate gauge wiring
as specified in the installation manual. It is crucial to follow the wiring diagrams provided by
Kohler for safety and compliance.

How often should I perform maintenance on my Kohler
generator after installation?
It is recommended to perform regular maintenance on your Kohler generator every 6
months or after every 100 hours of use, including oil changes, filter replacements, and
battery checks.



What should I do if I encounter issues during the
installation?
If you encounter issues during installation, refer to the Kohler installation manual for
troubleshooting tips, or contact a professional for assistance.

Is there a recommended location for installing the
generator outdoors?
The generator should be installed on a flat, stable surface, ideally on a concrete pad, and in
an area that is dry, well-ventilated, and away from any obstructions.
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