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Understanding the Essence of Knowledge of the Holy
by A\W. Tozer

Knowledge of the Holy is a seminal work by A.W. Tozer, a prominent Christian theologian and
author noted for his deep insights into the nature of God. Published in 1961, this book has continued
to resonate with readers, offering a profound exploration of God's attributes and the importance of
understanding them in our spiritual journey. To fully appreciate the impact of this work, it is crucial
to delve into its themes, the author’s intentions, and the relevance of its teachings in contemporary
Christian life.

A.W. Tozer: A Brief Biography

Aiden Wilson Tozer was born in 1897 in La Jose, Pennsylvania. A self-taught theologian, Tozer
became a pastor and later an editor for a Christian magazine. His writing is characterized by a
passionate pursuit of the presence of God and a call for believers to seek a deeper relationship with
Him. Tozer's works often emphasize the need for spiritual renewal and the importance of
understanding God's nature to cultivate a meaningful faith.

The Core Themes of Knowledge of the Holy

In "Knowledge of the Holy," Tozer explores several key themes that highlight the importance of
understanding God’s nature. These themes serve as a foundation for the book and reflect Tozer's
theological perspective.

The Attributes of God

One of the central elements of Tozer’s work is his examination of God’s attributes. Tozer categorizes
these attributes into two main groups:

1. Incommunicable Attributes: These are characteristics of God that cannot be shared with
humanity. They include:

- Aseity: God's self-existence and independence.

- Immutability: God's unchanging nature.

- Eternity: God's existence outside of time.

2. Communicable Attributes: These are qualities of God that can be reflected in human beings, albeit
imperfectly. They include:
- Love: God's perfect love as the foundation of His relationship with humanity.



- Holiness: God’s purity and separation from sin.
- Justice: God’s righteousness and fairness in His dealings with creation.

The Importance of Knowing God

Tozer emphasizes that the knowledge of God is not merely an intellectual exercise but a
transformative experience. He argues that the way we perceive God directly influences our lives and
our worship. Tozer states, "What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most
important thing about us." This assertion underscores the necessity of cultivating a correct
understanding of God's character to foster a meaningful relationship with Him.

The Role of Worship

In "Knowledge of the Holy," Tozer links the understanding of God's nature to authentic worship. He
argues that true worship arises from a proper understanding of who God is. Tozer writes about the
importance of reverence in worship and the need for believers to approach God with awe and
respect. This emphasis on worship is not limited to corporate settings but extends to personal
devotion and everyday life.

The Structure of the Book

"Knowledge of the Holy" is structured into 23 short chapters, each focusing on a specific attribute of
God. This format allows readers to digest complex theological concepts in an accessible manner.
Some notable chapters include:

- The Self-Existence of God
- The Transcendence of God
- The Goodness of God

- The Sovereignty of God

Each chapter begins with a poignant quote or reflection, followed by an exploration of the chosen
attribute, concluding with practical applications for the believer.

Relevance of Tozer’'s Work Today

More than six decades after its publication, "Knowledge of the Holy" remains relevant in
contemporary Christian discourse for several reasons.

Addressing Modern Distractions

In today's fast-paced world, Christians face numerous distractions that can dilute their



understanding of God. Tozer's work serves as a reminder to refocus on the essence of God’s nature
and prioritize spiritual growth. His call for a deeper knowledge of God challenges believers to move
beyond superficial faith and engage in a profound pursuit of God.

Encouraging Spiritual Renewal

Tozer's insights resonate with those seeking spiritual renewal. His emphasis on the importance of
knowing God encourages believers to engage in practices such as prayer, meditation, and study of
Scripture. These practices can lead to a deeper appreciation of God'’s attributes and foster a more
vibrant faith.

Promoting Unity Among Believers

In a time when denominational differences often divide Christians, Tozer’s focus on the core
attributes of God can serve as a unifying factor. By emphasizing the essential nature of God,
believers can find common ground, fostering a spirit of unity in their shared pursuit of knowing God.

Conclusion

"Knowledge of the Holy" by A.W. Tozer is more than just a theological treatise; it is a call to engage
with the Almighty God in a meaningful and transformative way. Through his exploration of God's
attributes, Tozer invites readers to reflect on their understanding of God, encouraging a deeper,
more reverent relationship with the Creator. In a world often distracted by the superficial, Tozer’s
work remains a vital reminder of the importance of pursuing a thorough knowledge of the Holy. His
legacy continues to inspire believers to seek a closer walk with God, fostering a faith that is deeply
rooted in the understanding of His character. As we delve into the depths of Tozer's insights, we are
reminded that the journey of knowing God is one of the most rewarding pursuits a believer can
undertake.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was A.W. Tozer and what is his significance in Christian
literature?

A.W. Tozer was a Christian pastor, author, and theologian known for his deep emphasis on the
importance of a personal relationship with God. His works, such as 'The Pursuit of God' and
'‘Knowledge of the Holy', have significantly influenced modern evangelical thought.

What are the main themes explored in A.W. Tozer's



'Knowledge of the Holy'?

The main themes in 'Knowledge of the Holy' include the attributes of God, the importance of
understanding God's nature, and how this understanding impacts the believer's life and worship.

How does A.W. Tozer describe the nature of God in his
writings?

Tozer describes the nature of God as transcendent, sovereign, and personal. He emphasizes God's
holiness, love, and omniscience, encouraging readers to seek a deeper understanding of these
attributes.

What impact did 'Knowledge of the Holy' have on
contemporary Christianity?

'‘Knowledge of the Holy' has had a profound impact on contemporary Christianity by challenging
believers to deepen their understanding of God, prioritize spiritual growth, and cultivate a life of
worship and reverence.

What is the significance of the title 'Knowledge of the Holy'?

The title 'Knowledge of the Holy' signifies the importance of knowing God intimately and accurately,
which Tozer argues is essential for true worship and spiritual maturity.

How does Tozer's writing style in 'Knowledge of the Holy'
differ from other theological works?

Tozer's writing style is characterized by a poetic and contemplative approach, often using vivid
imagery and personal reflections, which sets it apart from more academic and systematic theological
texts.

What role does prayer play in Tozer's understanding of
knowing God?

Prayer plays a crucial role in Tozer's understanding of knowing God, as he sees it as a means of
communion with God that fosters intimacy, trust, and a deeper awareness of His presence.

What are some common misconceptions about God that Tozer
addresses in his works?

Tozer addresses misconceptions such as viewing God as distant or indifferent, and he stresses the
importance of recognizing God's personal nature and active involvement in the lives of believers.

How can readers apply the teachings of A.W. Tozer in their



daily lives?

Readers can apply Tozer's teachings by cultivating a deeper prayer life, engaging in regular study of
God's attributes, and striving to live in a way that reflects their understanding of God's holiness and
love.

Why is 'Knowledge of the Holy' still relevant for Christians
today?

'‘Knowledge of the Holy' remains relevant for Christians today as it addresses timeless questions
about God’s character, encourages spiritual growth, and challenges believers to pursue a deeper
relationship with God in a world filled with distractions.
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