
king james version of psalm 23

king james version of psalm 23 stands as one of the most beloved and widely
recognized passages in the Bible. This psalm, attributed to King David, offers profound
expressions of faith, comfort, and divine guidance. The King James Version (KJV), known
for its majestic and poetic language, has preserved the enduring beauty and spiritual
depth of Psalm 23 for centuries. This article explores the text of the King James Version of
Psalm 23, its historical and literary context, its theological significance, and its impact on
culture and worship. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of why this psalm
remains a cornerstone of Christian devotion and inspiration. The following sections
provide a detailed breakdown, enhancing appreciation for this timeless scripture.

Text and Structure of the King James Version of Psalm 23

Historical and Literary Context

Theological Themes and Interpretations

Impact and Usage in Worship and Culture

Text and Structure of the King James Version of
Psalm 23

The King James Version of Psalm 23 is a poetic masterpiece consisting of six verses. Its
structure follows a pastoral theme, using the metaphor of the Lord as a shepherd who
provides, protects, and guides the faithful. The text is renowned for its rhythmic cadence
and timeless language, which have contributed to its memorability and reverence.

Complete Text of Psalm 23 (KJV)

The full text reads as follows:

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's
sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for



thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my
head with oil; my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in
the house of the Lord for ever.

Literary Devices and Poetic Elements

The psalm employs various literary techniques that enhance its emotional and spiritual
impact:

Metaphor: The Lord as a shepherd symbolizes guidance and care.

Imagery: Vivid pictures like green pastures and still waters evoke peace and
restoration.

Parallelism: Balanced phrases emphasize the psalm’s themes, a common feature in
Hebrew poetry.

Repetition: The assurance of God’s presence reinforces the message of comfort.

Historical and Literary Context

Understanding the historical and literary background of the King James Version of Psalm
23 enriches appreciation of its significance. This psalm was composed during the time of
King David, approximately 1000 BCE, in ancient Israel. It reflects the pastoral culture and
spiritual life of that era, where shepherding was a common occupation and a powerful
symbol of leadership and care.

Origin and Authorship

Traditionally attributed to King David, Psalm 23 is part of the Book of Psalms—a collection
of religious songs, prayers, and poems. David’s own experience as a shepherd before
becoming king informs the metaphorical language, making the psalm a personal yet
universal expression of trust in God’s providence.



The King James Version and Its Translation History

The King James Bible, commissioned in 1604 and published in 1611, aimed to provide an
authoritative English translation of the scriptures. The translators sought to balance
accuracy with poetic eloquence, preserving the majesty of the original texts. The King
James Version of Psalm 23 reflects this goal with its dignified phrasing and memorable
cadence, which has deeply influenced English-speaking Christian traditions.

Theological Themes and Interpretations

The King James Version of Psalm 23 conveys several profound theological themes that
have resonated with believers for centuries. These themes revolve around divine
provision, protection, guidance, and eternal hope.

God as Shepherd and Provider

Central to Psalm 23 is the portrayal of God as a shepherd who cares for His flock. This
metaphor emphasizes God’s role in meeting the needs of His people, providing physical
sustenance and spiritual nourishment. The phrase “I shall not want” expresses complete
trust in God’s provision.

Divine Guidance and Protection

The psalm highlights God’s guidance “in the paths of righteousness” and His protective
presence “through the valley of the shadow of death.” These images reassure believers
that God leads them safely through life’s challenges and dangers, offering comfort and
courage.

Restoration and Blessing

Verses describing restoration of the soul and anointing with oil symbolize renewal and
blessing. The overflowing cup reflects abundance and favor, reinforcing the theme of
God’s generous care.

Hope in Eternal Fellowship

The concluding verse affirms the believer’s hope to “dwell in the house of the Lord for
ever,” signifying eternal communion with God. This promise anchors the psalm’s message



in the hope of everlasting life and unending divine goodness.

Impact and Usage in Worship and Culture

The King James Version of Psalm 23 has had a profound impact on Christian worship,
literature, music, and popular culture. Its words continue to inspire and console believers
worldwide.

Role in Liturgical and Personal Worship

Psalm 23 is frequently recited or sung in various worship settings, including church
services, funerals, and private devotions. Its comforting message provides solace during
times of grief, anxiety, and uncertainty, making it a staple of spiritual practice.

Influence on Music and Literature

Throughout history, Psalm 23 has inspired countless hymns, choral works, and literary
references. Its phrases appear in poems, novels, and speeches, often evoking themes of
faith, hope, and divine care.

Common Uses and Occasions

Funeral services to offer comfort to mourners

Memorial services honoring the deceased

Personal meditation during difficult times

Inspiration for sermons and religious teachings

Inclusion in wedding ceremonies to invoke blessing

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the King James Version of Psalm 23?
The King James Version of Psalm 23 is a translation of the 23rd Psalm from the Bible,
rendered in early 17th-century English, beginning with the famous line, 'The Lord is my
shepherd; I shall not want.'

Who wrote Psalm 23 in the King James Bible?
Psalm 23 is traditionally attributed to King David, who is believed to have written it as a
song of trust and comfort in God’s guidance and protection.

What is the main theme of Psalm 23 in the King James
Version?
The main theme of Psalm 23 in the King James Version is God's guidance, provision, and
protection, portraying the Lord as a shepherd who cares for and leads His people.

Why is Psalm 23 popular in the King James Version?
Psalm 23 is popular in the King James Version due to its poetic language, comforting
message, and its use in religious services, funerals, and personal devotion, offering hope
and reassurance.

Can you provide the full text of Psalm 23 in the King
James Version?
Yes, Psalm 23 (KJV) reads: 'The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie
down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he
leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy
staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.'

What literary devices are used in the King James
Version of Psalm 23?
Psalm 23 uses metaphors (the Lord as a shepherd), imagery (green pastures, still waters),
parallelism, and repetition to convey its message of divine care and protection.

How does the King James Version of Psalm 23 differ
from other Bible translations?
The King James Version uses older English vocabulary and phrasing, giving it a formal and
poetic tone, whereas modern translations use contemporary language for easier
understanding but may lose some of the traditional cadence.



How is Psalm 23 in the King James Version used in
modern religious practice?
Psalm 23 in the King James Version is often recited in worship services, funerals, and
personal prayer for comfort and reassurance, and is also memorized due to its memorable
and poetic language.

Additional Resources
1. The Lord is My Shepherd: Reflections on Psalm 23
This book offers a profound meditation on the timeless words of Psalm 23 from the King
James Version. It explores the themes of comfort, guidance, and divine protection,
providing readers with spiritual encouragement. Each chapter delves into a different
verse, unpacking its meaning and relevance for contemporary life.

2. Paths of Righteousness: Walking with Psalm 23
"Paths of Righteousness" invites readers to journey through Psalm 23 and discover the
spiritual nourishment it offers. The author combines historical context with personal
stories to illuminate how the psalm can guide believers through life's challenges. Practical
applications and prayers accompany the reflections to deepen the reader’s faith
experience.

3. Beside Still Waters: A Devotional on Psalm 23
This devotional focuses on the soothing imagery of Psalm 23, emphasizing peace and
restoration found in God's presence. Through daily readings and thoughtful questions,
readers are encouraged to find rest and renewal in the shepherd’s care. The King James
Version text is used to maintain the psalm’s poetic beauty and cadence.

4. Green Pastures and Quiet Waters: Understanding Psalm 23
An insightful exploration of the symbolic language within Psalm 23, this book deciphers its
rich metaphors and spiritual significance. It provides theological commentary alongside
practical reflections to help readers apply the psalm's promises to their own lives. Ideal for
both personal study and group discussion.

5. The Valley of the Shadow: Finding Courage in Psalm 23
This book addresses the darker verses of Psalm 23, focusing on overcoming fear and
finding courage in God's protection. Drawing from biblical scholarship and real-life
testimonies, it encourages readers to trust God even in the most difficult circumstances.
The King James Version text serves as a foundation for hope and resilience.

6. My Cup Overflows: Celebrating Blessings in Psalm 23
Celebrating the abundance and blessings described in Psalm 23, this book highlights the
joy of God's provision and love. It includes stories of gratitude and faith that illustrate the
psalm’s message of divine generosity. Readers are inspired to recognize and rejoice in
their own "overflowing cup."

7. Shepherd of My Soul: A Journey Through Psalm 23
This narrative-driven book takes readers on a spiritual journey through the psalm,
emphasizing the intimate relationship between the shepherd and the soul. It combines



poetic reflections with practical guidance for deepening one’s faith walk. The King James
Version’s lyrical language enhances the contemplative experience.

8. Restoring the Soul: Healing with Psalm 23
Focused on the healing power of Psalm 23, this book offers comfort to those facing
emotional or spiritual pain. It explores how the psalm’s promises can restore hope and
bring peace amid turmoil. Through prayers, meditations, and personal stories, readers are
invited to experience God’s healing presence.

9. The Shepherd’s Voice: Listening to Psalm 23 in the King James Version
This book emphasizes the importance of attentive listening to the words of Psalm 23 in the
King James Version. It encourages readers to hear the shepherd’s voice guiding,
comforting, and leading them. The author provides practical tips for incorporating the
psalm into daily prayer and worship.
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