
killing is my business and business is
good
Killing is my business and business is good is a phrase that has become
emblematic of the heavy metal band Megadeth, encapsulating a blend of dark
themes, social commentary, and a unique sense of humor. This phrase serves as
both a title for their debut album and a reflection of the band’s ethos. In
this article, we will explore the origins of the phrase, the cultural and
musical significance of Megadeth, and how the themes of the album resonate
with broader societal issues.

Origins of the Phrase

The phrase originates from the title of Megadeth's first studio album,
"Killing Is My Business... And Business Is Good!" released in 1985. The album
marked a significant entry into the thrash metal genre, which was burgeoning
in the mid-1980s. The phrase itself is a stark and provocative statement that
reflects the darker side of human nature and society's propensity for
violence.

The Context of the 1980s

The 1980s were a turbulent time, characterized by political unrest, economic
struggles, and a rising awareness of global issues such as war and crime. The
heavy metal scene was no exception; it was a reaction to the chaos of the
world. Bands embraced themes of rebellion, aggression, and existential angst,
making Megadeth's debut particularly resonant.

Megadeth: A Band Defined by Contradictions

Megadeth was formed by Dave Mustaine after his departure from Metallica, and
the band has since become a cornerstone of the thrash metal movement. Known
for their intricate guitar work and complex song structures, Megadeth's music
often contains a mix of personal struggles and broader societal critiques.

Musical Style and Influences

Megadeth’s sound is characterized by:

- Speed and Aggression: Their fast tempos and aggressive riffs set them apart
from other bands.
- Technical Proficiency: Complex guitar solos and intricate arrangements
demonstrate the band's musicianship.
- Lyrical Depth: The lyrics often address war, politics, and personal
turmoil, providing a platform for social commentary.

Key Influences

The band's music is influenced by various genres, including:



1. Heavy Metal: The foundational style that incorporates loud guitars and
powerful vocals.
2. Punk Rock: The aggressive energy and anti-establishment themes resonate in
their early work.
3. Classical Music: Some songs feature intricate arrangements reminiscent of
classical compositions.

Themes of the Album

"Killing Is My Business... And Business Is Good!" features several tracks
that delve into themes of violence, addiction, and existential dread. The
album sets the tone for Megadeth's future works, which often explore similar
topics.

Notable Tracks

1. "Last Rites/Loved to Deth": This track sets the stage for the album's
exploration of death and despair.
2. "Killing Is My Business... And Business Is Good!": The title track is a
commentary on the nature of violence and its acceptance in society.
3. "The Skull Beneath the Skin": This song examines the psychological impacts
of violence, both on the perpetrator and the victim.

Social Commentary

The lyrics of Megadeth's songs often reflect a critique of society’s
normalization of violence. They challenge listeners to confront uncomfortable
truths about human nature and the consequences of war and conflict.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

The phrase "Killing is my business and business is good" has transcended the
music world, becoming a part of pop culture. It is often referenced in
discussions about violence in media, war, and the moral implications of
business practices in the modern world.

Influence on Other Artists

Megadeth's impact can be seen in the works of numerous bands that followed.
Their blend of technical proficiency and socially conscious lyrics has
inspired generations of musicians across various genres.

Noteworthy Bands Influenced by Megadeth

- Metallica: Although they were contemporaries, the rivalry and mutual
influence have shaped both bands' sounds.
- Slipknot: Their heavy sound and aggressive performances echo Megadeth’s
influence.
- Trivium: This band incorporates complex guitar work and socially aware
lyrics, similar to Megadeth.



The Broader Conversation on Violence

The phrase also opens up a broader conversation about violence in society. As
media consumption increases, so too does the portrayal of violence in film,
music, and video games. Many argue that these depictions desensitize
audiences, while others believe they serve as a reflection of reality.

Violence in Media vs. Reality

1. Desensitization: Critics argue that constant exposure to violent imagery
can numb individuals to real-world violence.
2. Reflection of Society: Others suggest that violent media is simply a
reflection of societal issues that need to be addressed.

The Role of Music

Music, especially in the heavy metal genre, often serves as a cathartic
outlet for both artists and listeners. It can provide a space for exploring
difficult emotions and experiences.

Conclusion

"Killing Is My Business... And Business Is Good!" is more than just an album
title; it is a commentary on the darker aspects of human existence and a
reflection of societal norms. Megadeth's ability to weave intricate musical
compositions with profound lyrical themes has cemented their place in the
annals of music history. As we continue to grapple with issues of violence
and morality in society, the phrase serves as a reminder of the complexities
of human nature and the ongoing dialogue about the consequences of our
actions.

In an age where the lines between entertainment and reality blur, it is
essential to critically evaluate the messages conveyed through art and
consider their implications on our understanding of the world. The legacy of
Megadeth and their provocative mantra remains a significant touchstone in
discussions about violence, art, and societal values.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes are explored in 'Killing Is My
Business... and Business Is Good'?
The album explores themes of violence, survival, and the darker aspects of
human nature, often using metaphorical language to depict the struggles of
life and the music industry.



How did 'Killing Is My Business... and Business Is
Good' influence the thrash metal genre?
The album is credited with helping to define the thrash metal sound, blending
speed, aggression, and complex guitar work, influencing countless bands in
the genre that followed.

What is the significance of the album cover for
'Killing Is My Business... and Business Is Good'?
The album cover, featuring a cartoonish depiction of a skull, has become
iconic in metal culture, symbolizing the band's raw and unapologetic approach
to music and themes of death.

How did the band's lineup change affect the sound of
'Killing Is My Business... and Business Is Good'?
The debut album featured a different lineup than later works, showcasing a
raw, energetic sound that was less polished, which some fans view as a
hallmark of the band's early identity.

What impact did 'Killing Is My Business... and
Business Is Good' have on Megadeth's career?
The album launched Megadeth's career, establishing them as a formidable force
in heavy metal and setting the stage for their future success and evolution
as a band.
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