kelly gallagher article of the week

kelly gallagher article of the week is a popular educational resource
designed to enhance students' reading comprehension and critical thinking
skills through weekly articles selected by renowned literacy expert Kelly
Gallagher. This instructional approach integrates current events and relevant
topics into classroom discussions, encouraging students to engage with
diverse texts and develop analytical abilities. The kelly gallagher article
of the week strategy emphasizes close reading, annotation, and reflective
writing, helping learners to connect with texts on a deeper level. Educators
widely adopt this method to promote literacy across various grade levels and
content areas, ensuring that students build vocabulary and comprehension
incrementally. This article explores the origins, implementation strategies,
benefits, and practical tips related to the kelly gallagher article of the
week program. The discussion will also cover how this approach aligns with
common core standards and supports differentiated instruction tailored to
diverse learner needs.
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Understanding the Kelly Gallagher Article of
the Week Concept

The kelly gallagher article of the week is a structured literacy activity
that involves the weekly distribution of carefully chosen articles to
students. These articles are intended to expose students to a variety of
genres, topics, and writing styles while promoting active reading strategies.
Kelly Gallagher, a respected educator and author in the field of literacy,
developed this approach to address the challenge of engaging students with
nonfiction texts and improving their critical reading skills. The core idea
is to provide consistent, manageable reading opportunities that foster
discussion and reflection. By regularly interacting with current and relevant
articles, students build background knowledge and develop the ability to
analyze complex texts effectively.



The Origin and Purpose

Kelly Gallagher introduced the article of the week method as part of his
broader approach to teaching reading and writing. The purpose is to motivate
students to read regularly and thoughtfully, enhancing both comprehension and
writing skills. The method supports the development of critical thinking by
requiring students to annotate texts, consider author purpose, and form
reasoned opinions. It also serves as a tool for vocabulary development and
academic language acquisition.

Core Components

Key elements of the kelly gallagher article of the week include:

e Weekly selection of relevant, engaging articles
e Structured reading and annotation guides

e Reflection prompts and writing assignments

e Classroom discussions to deepen understanding

e Assessment of comprehension and critical analysis

Implementation Strategies for Educators

Successfully integrating the kelly gallagher article of the week into
classroom instruction requires careful planning and adaptation to student
needs. Educators must select articles that align with curriculum goals and
student interests while maintaining appropriate reading complexity. Effective
implementation also involves teaching annotation techniques and guiding
students through structured reflection activities. Timing and frequency
should be consistent to establish routine and maximize learning outcomes.

Choosing Appropriate Articles

Selecting articles that resonate with students’ experiences and academic
levels is essential. Teachers often consider factors such as text complexity,
relevance, and diversity of perspectives. Utilizing a variety of sources
ensures that students encounter multiple viewpoints and genres, which
broadens their understanding and engagement.



Instructional Practices

Instructional strategies include modeling annotation, facilitating guided
reading sessions, and encouraging peer discussions. Educators can use graphic
organizers to help students track main ideas and supporting details.
Additionally, integrating writing prompts related to the articles supports
the development of argumentation and synthesis skills.

Assessment and Feedback

Regular assessment through quizzes, written responses, and class
participation helps monitor student progress. Providing timely and
constructive feedback encourages students to refine their analytical
abilities and deepen their comprehension. Teachers may also use rubrics
aligned with learning objectives to evaluate student work consistently.

Benefits of Using Articles of the Week in
Classrooms

Incorporating the kelly gallagher article of the week into educational
settings offers numerous advantages for both students and teachers. This
approach promotes sustained reading habits and enhances literacy skills
across disciplines. It also cultivates critical thinking and equips students
with tools to engage thoughtfully with complex texts.

Improved Reading Comprehension

Regular exposure to diverse articles improves students’ ability to understand
and analyze nonfiction texts. Annotating and discussing articles help
learners identify key ideas, infer meanings, and evaluate arguments, thereby
strengthening their overall comprehension.

Academic Vocabulary Development

Students encounter specialized vocabulary and academic language through
varied articles, which expands their lexicon and improves language
proficiency. This growth supports success in standardized tests and academic
writing tasks.

Connection to Real-World Issues

Articles often address current events and relevant social topics, enabling
students to connect their learning to the world around them. This relevance
increases motivation and encourages civic awareness and engagement.



Integrating Articles of the Week with Common
Core Standards

The kelly gallagher article of the week aligns well with Common Core State
Standards (CCSS) by emphasizing critical reading and writing skills. The
approach supports standards related to reading informational texts, citing
textual evidence, and constructing arguments based on text analysis.
Educators can leverage articles to address specific CCSS objectives while
providing meaningful, contextual learning experiences.

Alignment with Reading Standards

CCSS require students to analyze central ideas, determine author’s purpose,
and integrate information from multiple sources. Articles of the week provide
ample opportunities to practice these skills in a structured manner.

Supporting Writing Standards

Through reflective and argumentative writing assignments related to the
articles, students meet CCSS writing standards that focus on text-based
evidence and coherent expression of ideas. This practice strengthens writing
mechanics and critical reasoning.

Tips for Selecting Effective Articles

Choosing the right articles is critical for maximizing the impact of the
kelly gallagher article of the week. Articles should be engaging, accessible,
and relevant to students’ academic and personal interests. Consideration of
text complexity, length, and topic diversity helps maintain student interest
and ensures instructional effectiveness.

Characteristics of Effective Articles

Clear and coherent structure

e Appropriate reading level for the target students

Relevance to current events or curricular themes

e Diverse perspectives and topics

Rich vocabulary with opportunities for academic language development



Sources and Selection Methods

Teachers may utilize newspapers, magazines, educational websites, and curated
collections from literacy organizations. Reviewing articles in advance to
assess suitability and prepare guiding questions is recommended.

Supporting Diverse Learners with Article-Based
Instruction

The kelly gallagher article of the week can be adapted to meet the needs of
diverse learners, including English language learners (ELLs) and students
with varying reading abilities. Differentiated instruction and scaffolding
techniques ensure all students benefit from article-based literacy
activities.

Strategies for Differentiation

Providing vocabulary support, simplified texts, and graphic organizers helps
scaffold complex content. Pairing students for peer support and offering
audio versions of articles can also enhance accessibility.

Encouraging Engagement

Incorporating student choice in article selection and connecting topics to
student interests increases motivation. Interactive discussions and
multimedia supplements further support comprehension and engagement among
diverse learners.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Kelly Gallagher and what is her 'Article of
the Week' program?

Kelly Gallagher is an educator and literacy expert known for her 'Article of
the Week' program, which is a classroom strategy designed to improve
students' reading comprehension, critical thinking, and writing skills by
engaging them with current articles regularly.

What are the main goals of Kelly Gallagher's
'Article of the Week' strategy?

The main goals of the 'Article of the Week' strategy are to increase
students' exposure to authentic texts, improve their ability to analyze and



interpret information, encourage critical thinking, and develop writing
proficiency through regular practice with diverse articles.

How often should teachers assign articles in the
'Article of the Week' program?

Typically, teachers assign one article each week as part of the 'Article of
the Week' program, allowing students time to read, analyze, and respond
thoughtfully, which helps build consistent literacy habits.

What types of articles are recommended for use in
the 'Article of the Week' program?

Articles used in the 'Article of the Week' program should be timely,
relevant, and appropriate for the students' reading levels. They often
include news stories, opinion pieces, and feature articles that connect to
current events or curriculum themes.

How does the 'Article of the Week' program benefit
students' academic performance?

The program benefits students by enhancing their reading comprehension,
expanding vocabulary, fostering critical thinking skills, and improving
writing abilities, which collectively contribute to better performance across
various subjects and standardized assessments.

Additional Resources

1. Readicide: How Schools Are Killing Reading and What You Can Do About It
Kelly Gallagher explores how the current educational system often stifles
students' love for reading by overemphasizing standardized testing and
disconnected assignments. The book offers practical strategies for teachers
to create more engaging and meaningful reading experiences that foster
lifelong literacy.

2. In the Best Interest of Students: Staying True to What Works in the ELA
Classroom

This book presents Gallagher’s philosophy on teaching English Language Arts
with a focus on authentic reading and writing experiences. It emphasizes
student choice and critical thinking, encouraging educators to prioritize
meaningful engagement over rigid curricula.

3. Deeper Reading: Comprehending Challenging Texts, 4-12

Gallagher provides techniques for helping students tackle complex texts
through close reading and annotation strategies. The book aims to build
students’ analytical skills and improve comprehension, making difficult
literature accessible and enjoyable.



4. Teaching Adolescent Writers

Focused on writing instruction, this book offers practical advice for guiding
middle and high school students through the writing process. Gallagher
highlights the importance of modeling, mentorship, and writing for real
audiences to develop confident and skilled writers.

5. Readicide Prevention: Strategies to Save Reading in Schools

This collection of strategies addresses the problem of “readicide,” or the
killing of reading motivation in schools. Gallagher outlines ways to reignite
students' passion for reading by incorporating choice, relevant texts, and
balanced assessments.

6. Strategies That Work: Teaching Comprehension for Understanding and
Engagement

Though not authored by Gallagher, this book complements his work by offering
evidence-based strategies for teaching reading comprehension. It provides
practical classroom techniques that align with Gallagher’s emphasis on
engagement and deeper understanding.

7. Building Literacy Communities: Techniques for Teaching Writing and Reading
This book focuses on creating classroom environments that support
collaborative learning and literacy growth. Gallagher advocates for
community-building as essential to fostering student motivation and success
in reading and writing.

8. Readicide and the Common Core: Balancing Standards with Student Engagement
This text examines the impact of Common Core standards on reading
instruction, highlighting Gallagher'’s concerns about maintaining student
interest. It offers approaches to align standards with engaging, student-
centered reading practices.

9. Engaging Adolescents in Reading: Practical Approaches for Teachers
Targeting adolescent literacy, this book provides tools and ideas to capture
the interest of teenage readers. Gallagher’s insights help educators select
appropriate texts and design activities that motivate reluctant readers to
develop strong reading habits.
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