
kareem abdul jabbar career points
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar career points are not just a statistic; they represent decades of
remarkable talent, dedication, and impact on the game of basketball. As one of the most
celebrated athletes in NBA history, Abdul-Jabbar’s scoring achievements have left an
indelible mark on the sport. This article delves into his career points, explores the
milestones he achieved, and reflects on the legacy he built throughout his time in the
league.

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar: A Brief Overview

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, born Ferdinand Lewis Alcindor Jr. on April 16, 1947, is widely
regarded as one of the greatest basketball players of all time. He played 20 seasons in the
NBA, primarily with the Milwaukee Bucks and the Los Angeles Lakers. Known for his
skyhook shot, which was nearly impossible to block, Abdul-Jabbar dominated the league in
scoring and was a crucial player in his teams' successes.

Early Life and College Career

Abdul-Jabbar's basketball journey began at Power Memorial Academy in New York City,
where he led his team to an impressive 71-game winning streak. He then attended UCLA,
playing under the legendary coach John Wooden. During his college career, he won three
consecutive NCAA championships and was awarded the Naismith College Player of the Year
in 1969. His college success set the stage for a highly anticipated entry into the NBA.

Entering the NBA: The Milwaukee Bucks Era

In 1969, Abdul-Jabbar was selected as the first overall pick in the NBA Draft by the
Milwaukee Bucks. His impact was immediate, earning him the NBA Rookie of the Year
award. During his time with the Bucks, he achieved several milestones:

1. First NBA Championship (1971): In just his second season, Abdul-Jabbar led the Bucks to
their first NBA title, averaging 27 points and 18 rebounds in the Finals.
2. MVP Awards: He won his first MVP award in 1971 and went on to win a total of six during
his career, a record that still stands today.

By the time he left Milwaukee in 1975, he had already amassed over 14,000 points, laying
the foundation for his legendary scoring record.



Moving to the Los Angeles Lakers

In 1975, Abdul-Jabbar was traded to the Los Angeles Lakers, where he would spend the
majority of his career. His time with the Lakers was marked by incredible individual
achievements and team success:

- Showtime Lakers: Abdul-Jabbar became a central figure in the "Showtime" era,
characterized by fast-paced play and high-scoring games, alongside other stars like Magic
Johnson.
- Further Championships: He won five more NBA championships with the Lakers,
contributing significantly to the team's success during the 1980s.

Record-Breaking Career Points

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar's scoring ability was unparalleled. He is the all-time leading scorer in
NBA history, with a staggering 38,387 career points. Several factors contributed to this
remarkable achievement:

1. Longevity: Abdul-Jabbar played 20 seasons in the NBA, allowing him ample opportunity
to accumulate points.
2. Consistent Scoring: He averaged over 24 points per game throughout his career, with his
scoring ability peaking during several seasons.
3. Diverse Scoring Techniques: From his signature skyhook to jump shots and layups,
Abdul-Jabbar was adept at finding ways to score from various positions on the court.

Milestones and Records

Abdul-Jabbar’s career points are just one part of his legacy. Throughout his career, he
achieved numerous milestones and set records that underscore his greatness:

- All-Star Appearances: He was selected to the NBA All-Star Game 19 times, showcasing his
status as one of the league’s elite players.
- All-NBA Teams: Abdul-Jabbar was named to the All-NBA First Team 10 times, reflecting his
dominance during his peak years.
- Scoring Titles: He won the NBA scoring title twice, further cementing his reputation as a
prolific scorer.

The Final Seasons

Abdul-Jabbar's final seasons in the NBA were still marked by impressive performances. Even
as he aged, he remained a vital contributor to the Lakers, helping them secure their last
championship in 1987. His career culminated in 1989, when he officially retired after an
illustrious 20-year career.



Legacy Beyond Scoring

While his career points are a significant aspect of his legacy, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar’s
influence extends far beyond the basketball court:

- Cultural Icon: Abdul-Jabbar has been a prominent voice on social issues, advocating for
civil rights and equality. His activism has inspired many both within and outside the sports
community.
- Author and Speaker: Post-retirement, he has authored several books and has become a
respected public speaker, sharing his experiences and insights on various topics.
- Mentorship: He has taken on mentorship roles for younger players, sharing his knowledge
of the game and life lessons learned throughout his career.

Post-Retirement Recognition

Since retiring, Abdul-Jabbar has received numerous accolades recognizing his contributions
to basketball and society:

1. Basketball Hall of Fame: He was inducted into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of
Fame in 1995, securing his place among the game's legends.
2. Presidential Medal of Freedom: In 2016, he was awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, one of the highest civilian honors in the United States, for his contributions to
culture and society.

Conclusion

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar’s career points tell a compelling story of talent, perseverance, and
excellence in basketball. With 38,387 points, he not only holds the title of the NBA's all-time
leading scorer but also represents a generation of players who have shaped the game. His
legacy is a rich tapestry woven from his scoring achievements, championship victories, and
profound societal contributions, making him one of the most respected figures in sports
history. As basketball continues to evolve, Abdul-Jabbar’s influence will undoubtedly
endure, inspiring future generations of players and fans alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Kareem Abdul-Jabbar's total career points in
the NBA?
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar scored a total of 38,387 points during his NBA career.



How many seasons did Kareem Abdul-Jabbar play in the
NBA?
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar played 20 seasons in the NBA from 1969 to 1989.

What record does Kareem Abdul-Jabbar hold for career
points?
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar holds the record for the most career points scored in NBA history.

Which player is currently closest to Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar's career points record?
As of October 2023, LeBron James is the player closest to Kareem Abdul-Jabbar's career
points record.

In which year did Kareem Abdul-Jabbar retire from
professional basketball?
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar retired from professional basketball in 1989.

How many times did Kareem Abdul-Jabbar lead the
league in scoring during his career?
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar led the league in scoring for six seasons during his career.

Did Kareem Abdul-Jabbar achieve any championships
during his career?
Yes, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar won six NBA championships during his career.

What was Kareem Abdul-Jabbar's scoring average over
his career?
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar had a scoring average of 24.6 points per game over his career.

What was the significance of Kareem Abdul-Jabbar's
skyhook shot?
The skyhook shot was a signature move for Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, contributing significantly
to his scoring success and making him one of the hardest players to defend.
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