kansas state basketball coach history

Kansas State basketball coach history is a rich tapestry woven through decades of
competition, triumph, and change. The program, based in Manhattan, Kansas, has seen a
variety of coaching philosophies and styles, each contributing to the evolution of Kansas
State basketball. This article delves into the history of the coaches who have shaped the
program, highlighting their achievements, coaching styles, and the impact they’ve had on
the Wildcats’ legacy in NCAA basketball.

Early Years and Founding Coaches

The Kansas State Wildcats men's basketball program began in 1902. The early years were
marked by a lack of formal coaching structures and a focus on developing the game within
the state. Here are some key figures from the early years:

1. James Naismith (1907-1909)

- Naismith, famously known as the inventor of basketball, had a brief tenure at Kansas
State before moving to the University of Kansas.

- His time at K-State was foundational for the program, as his influence helped establish the
importance of coaching in basketball.

2. Ralph Miller (1947-1964)

- Ralph Miller is often credited with laying the groundwork for Kansas State's basketball
success.

- Under his leadership, the Wildcats made significant strides, including:

- 1951: K-State won the Big Seven Conference title.

- 1959: The team reached the NCAA Tournament, marking a pivotal moment in program
history.

- Miller emphasized discipline and strong defense, setting a tone for future coaches.

The Rise of National Recognition

As the program matured, several coaches took K-State to new heights, leading to national
recognition.

3. Tex Winter (1953-1968)



- Tex Winter is perhaps one of the most influential figures in Kansas State basketball
history.

- He introduced the "Triple-Post Offense," which revolutionized college basketball and
influenced future coaches at all levels.

- Achievements during his tenure include:

- 1964: Leading the team to the NCAA Championship game, a remarkable accomplishment
that still resonates with fans.

- 1966: Winning the Big Eight Conference title with a talented roster.

4. Jack Hartman (1970-1986)

- Hartman succeeded Winter and continued to build on the program's success.

- He led the Wildcats to:

- 10 postseason appearances, including four NCAA Tournament berths.

- A notable 1977 season, where K-State reached the Sweet 16.

- Hartman was known for his ability to recruit and develop talent, which laid the foundation
for the program's future success.

Challenges and Resurgence

The program faced challenges in the late 1980s and early 1990s, but it also saw periods of
resurgence that reinvigorated the fan base and the program's reputation.

5. Dana Altman (1986-1989)

- Altman had a short tenure but was instrumental in revitalizing the program after Hartman.
- He led the Wildcats to the NCAA Tournament in 1988, marking a return to national
prominence.

- His coaching style emphasized fast-paced offense and strong recruiting, which helped K-
State attract talent.

6. Lon Kruger (1986-1990)

- Kruger followed Altman and continued to build upon the successes of his predecessors.
- He led the Wildcats to the NCAA Tournament in 1990 and was known for his focus on
player development.

- Kruger later achieved significant success at other schools, including the University of
Florida and Oklahoma, showcasing the coaching lineage of K-State.



The 1990s and the "Rodney Dangerfield" Era

The 1990s were a mixed bag for the Wildcats, with some ups and downs as the program
tried to find its footing.

7. Bill Snyder (1991-1997)

- Snyder, primarily known for his success with the K-State football program, took a brief
detour to coach basketball.

- His approach was characterized by discipline and a focus on fundamentals, but he
struggled to find sustained success in basketball.

8. Tom Asbury (1993-1996)

- Asbury returned to K-State after serving as an assistant under Hartman.

- He led the Wildcats to the NCAA Tournament in 1996, but his tenure was marred by
inconsistency in performance.

- Asbury's coaching style emphasized hard work and defense but struggled to gain traction
in the increasingly competitive Big 12 Conference.

New Millennia and Continued Evolution

As the new millennium approached, Kansas State basketball underwent significant changes,
leading to a revitalization of the program.

9. Jim Wooldridge (1996-2006)

- Wooldridge’s tenure was marked by a return to NCAA Tournament play in 2002.

- He focused on building a competitive team and successfully recruited several standout
players.

- His coaching style was characterized by an up-tempo offense and a strong emphasis on
teamwork.

10. Frank Martin (2007-2012)

- Frank Martin brought a new level of energy and intensity to the Wildcats.

- He led K-State to three NCAA tournaments, including a remarkable run to the Elite Eight in
2010.

- Martin was known for his defensive-minded approach and his ability to connect with
players on a personal level.



Recent Coaches and Current Era

The most recent coaching tenures have shaped Kansas State basketball into a competitive
program in the Big 12 Conference.

11. Bruce Weber (2012-2022)

- Weber took over after Martin and had a successful run, leading the Wildcats to multiple
NCAA Tournament appearances.

- Under his guidance, K-State won the Big 12 Championship in 2013.

- Weber's coaching style was characterized by a balanced offensive approach and strong
defensive tactics.

12. Jerome Tang (2022-Present)

- Jerome Tang, previously an assistant coach at Baylor, took over the program in 2022.

- His early tenure has shown promise, with strong recruiting and a focus on building a
cohesive team culture.

- Tang’s style emphasizes player development and adaptability, aiming to elevate K-State
back to national prominence.

Conclusion

The Kansas State basketball coach history is a reflection of the program'’s resilience and
ability to adapt to the changing landscape of college basketball. From the early pioneers
like James Naismith to the modern-day strategies employed by Jerome Tang, each coach
has left an indelible mark on the Wildcats’ legacy. As K-State continues to evolve, the
foundation laid by its past coaches will undoubtedly influence the future of the program,
aiming to reclaim its status as a powerhouse within college basketball. The journey is
ongoing, and the Wildcats' history is a testament to the power of coaching in shaping young
athletes and building a legacy that resonates through generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the current head coach of the Kansas State
Wildcats men's basketball team?

As of October 2023, the current head coach is Jerome Tang.



Which coach led Kansas State to its first NCAA
tournament appearance?

Jack Gardner led Kansas State to its first NCAA tournament appearance in 1940.

What significant achievement did Frank Martin
accomplish during his tenure as head coach?

Frank Martin led the Wildcats to the Elite Eight in the 2010 NCAA tournament.

How long did Jim Wooldridge serve as the head coach
for Kansas State basketball?

Jim Wooldridge served as the head coach from 2000 to 2006.

What was the tenure of Lon Kruger as the head coach
of Kansas State?

Lon Kruger was the head coach from 1986 to 1990.

Which Kansas State coach is known for revitalizing the
program in the early 2000s?

Bob Huggins is credited with revitalizing the Kansas State basketball program during his
time from 2006 to 2010.

What notable conference championships did Kansas
State win under coach Tom Asbury?

Under Tom Asbury, Kansas State won two Big Eight Conference championships in the early
1990s.

Who was the first African American head coach for
Kansas State basketball?

The first African American head coach for Kansas State basketball was John McLendon, who
served briefly in the 1970s.

What impact did Bruce Weber have on the Kansas State
basketball program?

Bruce Weber, who coached from 2012 to 2022, led the Wildcats to multiple NCAA
tournament appearances, including a trip to the Elite Eight in 2018.
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