
kansas city hockey history

Kansas City hockey history is a rich tapestry that intertwines the growth of a passionate fan base with the
evolution of the sport itself. While Kansas City may not be the first place that comes to mind when discussing
hockey, its impact on the sport is significant. From the early days of minor league teams to the current presence
of the Kansas City Mavericks in the ECHL, the hockey scene in Kansas City has seen numerous developments,
challenges, and triumphs.

Early Days of Hockey in Kansas City

Kansas City’s journey into the world of hockey began in the early 1900s. The city, which had a burgeoning
population and a burgeoning sports culture, was ripe for the introduction of ice hockey.

Formation of Early Teams

The first major hockey team was the Kansas City Pla-Mors, established in 1928. They played in the American
Hockey Association (AHA), which was a minor league at the time. The Pla-Mors were notable for being one of
the first teams to bring organized hockey to the Midwest. Their name, inspired by the local Pla-Mor Ice Skating
Rink, quickly became synonymous with early hockey in the region.

Challenges and Changes

The team faced several challenges, including competition from other sports and financial struggles. Despite
this, the Pla-Mors laid the groundwork for future hockey endeavors in Kansas City. Unfortunately, they
folded after just three seasons in 1931, but the passion for hockey remained.

The National Hockey League Era

Kansas City made its first foray into the National Hockey League (NHL) in the late 1970s. The Kansas City
Scouts were established in 1974 as an expansion team, marking a significant milestone in Kansas City hockey
history.

The Kansas City Scouts

Although the Scouts were welcomed with enthusiasm, they struggled to find success on the ice. The team's
performance was dismal, finishing last in their division for most of their existence. The franchise's lack of
success, combined with a limited fan base and financial difficulties, ultimately led to their relocation in 1976
to Denver, where they became the Colorado Rockies.

Impact of the Scouts' Departure

The departure of the Scouts left a void in the Kansas City hockey community. Despite being a short-lived
franchise, the Scouts helped to cultivate a sense of identity around hockey in the region. Fans were left
yearning for a return of the sport, and many turned to supporting minor league teams in the meantime.



The Rise of Minor League Hockey

Following the exit of the Scouts, Kansas City saw the emergence of several minor league teams. These teams
played an essential role in maintaining the ice hockey culture and keeping fans engaged.

The Kansas City Blades

One of the most notable teams to emerge was the Kansas City Blades, established in 1990. They joined the
International Hockey League (IHL) and quickly became a fan favorite.

Success on the Ice: The Blades made the playoffs in several seasons, even reaching the IHL finals in 1995.

Community Engagement: The Blades were known for their community outreach programs, which helped to
nurture a loyal fan base.

Merger with the NHL: The IHL eventually folded in 2001, but the legacy of the Blades remains a cherished
part of Kansas City hockey history.

The Kansas City Outlaws

In 2004, the Kansas City Outlaws were formed in the Central Hockey League (CHL). They played for a few
seasons but ultimately folded in 2006 due to financial difficulties. Despite their short-lived existence, the
Outlaws contributed to the local hockey culture and kept the spirit of the sport alive.

The Current Landscape: Kansas City Mavericks

As of now, the Kansas City Mavericks represent the city in the ECHL, which is a major professional league in the
United States. Established in 2014, the Mavericks have quickly become a staple in the local sports scene.

Achievements and Growth

Since their inception, the Mavericks have made significant strides:

Playoff Appearances: The Mavericks have consistently made playoff appearances, showcasing their1.
competitive spirit and talent.

Community Involvement: The team actively engages with the community through charitable initiatives,2.
youth programs, and promotional events, fostering hockey's growth at the grassroots level.

Fan Experience: The Mavericks have focused on creating an exciting game-day experience, drawing larger3.
crowds to the Silverstein Eye Centers Arena.



The Future of Hockey in Kansas City

The future of hockey in Kansas City appears promising. With the Mavericks leading the charge, interest in the
sport continues to grow. The establishment of youth programs and local leagues has fostered a new
generation of players and fans.

Hockey Culture in Kansas City

Kansas City’s hockey culture is unique and multifaceted. While it may not boast the same level of recognition
as cities like Detroit or Montreal, its community’s dedication to the sport cannot be denied.

Fan Engagement

Hockey fans in Kansas City display a deep-rooted passion for the game. Local bars and restaurants often host
viewing parties during NHL playoffs, drawing in large crowds. The camaraderie among fans, both old and new,
creates a vibrant atmosphere that is essential to the city’s sports culture.

Youth Development Programs

Local organizations have made significant investments in youth hockey programs to ensure the sport's future.
Rinks across the city offer coaching clinics and training camps, attracting young athletes and nurturing their
skills.

Conclusion

In examining Kansas City hockey history, it becomes evident that the city has faced its share of challenges and
triumphs. From the early days of the Pla-Mors to the current success of the Mavericks, hockey has been a
defining element of Kansas City’s sports identity. The passion of fans and the commitment to developing the
sport at all levels offer a promising outlook for the future. As the community continues to rally around
hockey, Kansas City is poised to become a significant player in the world of ice hockey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year did the Kansas City Scouts begin play in the NHL?

The Kansas City Scouts began play in the NHL in 1974.

What was the fate of the Kansas City Scouts after only two seasons in
the NHL?

The Kansas City Scouts relocated to Denver and became the Colorado Rockies after the 1975-76 season.

Which team was the first to represent Kansas City in the NHL?

The Kansas City Scouts were the first team to represent Kansas City in the NHL.



What notable event took place in Kansas City hockey history in 1986?

In 1986, the NHL announced the relocation of the Minnesota North Stars to Dallas, which included Kansas
City as a potential market, but ultimately did not lead to a new team.

Which minor league team has been a staple of Kansas City hockey since
1986?

The Kansas City Mavericks, a minor league team, has been a staple of Kansas City hockey since 1986.

What is the name of the arena that has hosted hockey games in Kansas City
since 2007?

The T-Mobile Center has been the primary arena hosting hockey games in Kansas City since 2007.

How did the Kansas City Blades contribute to the city's hockey history?

The Kansas City Blades, who played in the International Hockey League from 1990 to 2001, contributed
significantly to the local hockey culture and fan base.

What year did Kansas City last have an NHL franchise?

Kansas City last had an NHL franchise in 1976 when the Scouts relocated.

Are there any current efforts to bring an NHL team back to Kansas City?

Yes, there have been ongoing discussions and efforts by local stakeholders to potentially attract an NHL
team back to Kansas City.
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