
kansas city chiefs playoff history

Kansas City Chiefs playoff history is a rich and storied narrative that reflects the evolution of one of the
NFL's most successful franchises. Since their inception in 1960, the Chiefs have experienced a rollercoaster of
triumphs and challenges, with their playoff performances often defining their legacy. This article delves into the
significant milestones, key players, and memorable games that have shaped the Chiefs' playoff journey.

Early Years and AFL Championships

The Kansas City Chiefs were a charter member of the American Football League (AFL) and quickly established
themselves as a competitive team. The franchise’s playoff history began in the 1960s, and their early success
laid the groundwork for future achievements.

1966 Championship Game

- The Chiefs made their first playoff appearance in 1966, reaching the AFL Championship game.
- They faced the Buffalo Bills but were unable to secure a victory, losing the game 31-7.

1969 AFL Championship

- The Chiefs found redemption in 1969 by winning the AFL Championship.
- They defeated the Oakland Raiders 17-7, earning a trip to Super Bowl IV.
- Kansas City went on to face the Minnesota Vikings, winning 23-7 and securing their first Super Bowl title.

The Drought of the 1970s and 1980s

After their Super Bowl victory, the Chiefs faced a long playoff drought that lasted until the late 1980s.
This period was marked by inconsistent performances and coaching changes, which hindered their ability to reach
the postseason.

Playoff Appearances in the 1980s

- The Chiefs made several playoff appearances during the 1980s:
- 1986: They faced the New York Jets in the wild card round but lost 35-15.
- 1989: The Chiefs reached the playoffs again but were eliminated by the Miami Dolphins in the wild card round.

Despite these appearances, the Chiefs struggled to make a significant impact in the playoffs during this time.

The Marty Schottenheimer Era

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, the arrival of head coach Marty Schottenheimer marked a turning point for
the franchise. Under his leadership, the Chiefs became a perennial playoff team.



1990s Playoff Runs

- The Chiefs made the playoffs in the following years:
- 1990: They lost to the Miami Dolphins in the wild card round.
- 1991: Kansas City advanced to the AFC Championship but lost to the Buffalo Bills.
- 1993: The Chiefs won the AFC West and reached the playoffs, ultimately falling to the Bills again in the
AFC Championship.
- 1994: They won the wild card game against the Miami Dolphins but were eliminated by the Pittsburgh Steelers
in the divisional round.
- 1995: The Chiefs reached the playoffs again but lost to the Indianapolis Colts in the wild card round.

Despite not making it to the Super Bowl, Schottenheimer's tenure solidified the Chiefs as a competitive force in
the NFL.

The 2000s: Rebuilding Years

The early 2000s were challenging for the Chiefs, with coaching changes and roster turnover impacting their
playoff aspirations. However, a resurgence was on the horizon.

2003 Playoff Appearance

- The Chiefs returned to the playoffs in 2003, finishing the season with a 13-3 record.
- They hosted the Indianapolis Colts in the wild card round, but unfortunately lost 38-31 in a heartbreaking
game.

2006 and 2007 Seasons

- Kansas City made the playoffs again in 2006 but lost to the Colts.
- In 2007, the Chiefs again struggled to find consistency, leading to another disappointing season.

The Andy Reid Era

In 2013, the Chiefs hired head coach Andy Reid, which marked the beginning of a new and exciting chapter in
franchise history. Reid's leadership and strategic acumen revitalized the team, leading to consistent playoff
appearances.

Playoff Success in the 2010s

- 2015 Super Bowl Run: The Chiefs reached the playoffs and advanced to the divisional round but fell to the
New England Patriots.
- 2016 Season: Kansas City won the AFC West and secured a wild card spot but lost to the Pittsburgh
Steelers.
- 2017 Season: The Chiefs claimed the division title again and reached the playoffs, but were eliminated by the
Tennessee Titans.



The Breakthrough: 2019 Super Bowl LIV

- The 2019 season was a turning point for the franchise.
- The Chiefs finished with a 12-4 record and made a deep playoff run.
- They defeated the Houston Texans in the divisional round and overcame the Tennessee Titans in the AFC
Championship.
- In Super Bowl LIV, the Chiefs faced the San Francisco 49ers and secured a 31-20 victory, earning their first
Super Bowl title in 50 years.

Recent Success: Dominance in the AFC

Following their Super Bowl victory, the Kansas City Chiefs have continued to establish themselves as a
dominant force in the NFL.

2020 Season: Defending the Title

- The Chiefs entered the 2020 season as defending champions and finished with a 14-2 record.
- They advanced to Super Bowl LV but were defeated by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

2021 and Beyond

- The Chiefs maintained their playoff presence, consistently winning the AFC West and making deep playoff runs.
- In 2022, they returned to the Super Bowl, defeating the Philadelphia Eagles in a thrilling matchup to secure
their second title in four years.

Key Players in Chiefs Playoff History

Throughout their playoff history, several players have made significant contributions to the team's success.

Len Dawson: The legendary quarterback led the Chiefs to their first Super Bowl victory.

Tony Gonzalez: The Hall of Fame tight end was a key offensive weapon during the late 1990s and early
2000s.

Travis Kelce: A pivotal player in recent years, Kelce has been instrumental in the Chiefs' offensive
success.

Patrick Mahomes: The dynamic quarterback has redefined the position and led the team to multiple
playoff appearances and Super Bowl victories.

Conclusion

The Kansas City Chiefs playoff history is a testament to resilience, talent, and the unwavering support of
their fans. From early AFL championships to the modern-day success under Andy Reid and Patrick Mahomes, the



Chiefs have carved out a place among the NFL's elite franchises. As they continue to build on their legacy, the
future looks bright for this storied organization.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year did the Kansas City Chiefs win their first Super Bowl?

The Kansas City Chiefs won their first Super Bowl in 1970, defeating the Minnesota Vikings in Super Bowl IV.

How many Super Bowl appearances have the Kansas City Chiefs made?

As of the end of the 2022 season, the Kansas City Chiefs have made a total of 3 Super Bowl appearances:
Super Bowl I, Super Bowl IV, and Super Bowl LIV.

Which season did the Chiefs achieve their first playoff victory in 22 years?

The Chiefs achieved their first playoff victory in 22 years during the 2015 NFL season, defeating the Houston
Texans in the Wild Card round.

What historic comeback did the Chiefs achieve in the playoffs during the
2019 season?

During the 2019 playoffs, the Chiefs made a historic comeback from a 24-0 deficit to defeat the Houston
Texans in the AFC Divisional Round.

Who was the head coach of the Chiefs during their Super Bowl LIV victory?

Andy Reid was the head coach of the Kansas City Chiefs during their Super Bowl LIV victory in 2020.

What is the Chiefs' all-time playoff record as of the end of the 2022
season?

As of the end of the 2022 season, the Kansas City Chiefs have an all-time playoff record of 21 wins and 22
losses.

How many times have the Chiefs hosted the AFC Championship Game since
2018?

The Kansas City Chiefs have hosted the AFC Championship Game four times since 2018, in the 2018, 2019,
2020, and 2022 seasons.
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