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Kabbalah and Ecology: Gods' Image in the More-Than-Human World

Kabbalah, a mystical branch of Judaism, provides profound insights into the interconnection between
humans and the universe. This ancient wisdom not only explores the divine aspects of creation but also
offers a framework for understanding our ecological responsibilities. As we delve into the relationship
between Kabbalah and ecology, we uncover the image of the divine in the more-than-human world,
where every element of nature resonates with spiritual significance.

The Foundations of Kabbalah: Understanding the Divine
Structure

Kabbalistic teachings reveal a multi-layered understanding of the universe, often illustrated through the
Tree of Life, a central symbol in Kabbalah. This diagram consists of ten sefirot (emanations) that represent
different attributes of God, demonstrating how the divine manifests in the material world.

The Ten Sefirot and Their Ecological Correspondences

Each sefirah corresponds to various aspects of existence, and by understanding these connections, we can
perceive how they relate to ecology:

1. Keter (Crown): Represents divine will and unity. In ecology, it symbolizes the interconnectedness of all
life forms, suggesting that all beings are part of a greater whole.

2. Chokhmah (Wisdom): Embodies the power of creation. This aspect can be seen in the intricate systems of
nature, where wisdom is evident in the balance and harmony of ecosystems.

3. Binah (Understanding): Reflects the discernment necessary for sustainable practices. It encourages us to
comprehend the impact of our actions on the environment.

4. Chesed (Kindness): Associated with love and benevolence, this sefirah emphasizes the importance of
compassion towards all living beings and the earth itself.

5. Gevurah (Severity): Represents strength and discipline. In ecological terms, it can be interpreted as the
need for responsible stewardship and the necessary boundaries to protect nature.



6. Tiferet (Beauty): Aesthetic harmony in the natural world, Tiferet reminds us of the beauty found in
biodiversity and the importance of preserving it.

7. Netzach (Eternity): Symbolizes endurance and victory. It reflects the resilience of ecosystems and the
need for long-term ecological thinking.

8. Hod (Glory): Represents humility and gratitude. In an ecological context, it encourages us to appreciate
the earth's resources and acknowledge our dependence on them.

9. Yesod (Foundation): Acts as a bridge between the spiritual and material. It relates to the physical
environment we inhabit and highlights the importance of sustainable foundations for future generations.

10. Malkuth (Kingdom): Represents the material world and our physical existence. This sefirah grounds us
in the reality of our ecological responsibilities.

The More-Than-Human World: Expanding Our Understanding
of Ecology

In recent years, the concept of the more-than-human world has gained traction in ecological discourse. It
emphasizes that humans are not the sole actors in the environment; rather, all beings—animals, plants, and
even ecosystems—have agency and intrinsic value. Kabbalistic teachings align with this perspective,
encouraging a holistic view of existence that transcends anthropocentrism.


