
just the arguments 100 of the most
important arguments in western philosophy
Just the arguments in Western philosophy have shaped human thought for centuries, providing
frameworks for understanding existence, knowledge, ethics, and society. The exploration of these
arguments has not only influenced philosophical discourse but has also permeated science, politics,
and art. This article aims to delve into 100 of the most important arguments in Western philosophy,
categorizing them into various thematic areas to facilitate understanding.

1. Metaphysical Arguments

Metaphysics deals with the fundamental nature of reality. Here are notable arguments that address
existence and the nature of the universe:

Ontological Argument (Anselm): Proposes that God, being the greatest conceivable being,1.
must exist in reality because existence is a predicate of perfection.

Cosmological Argument (Aquinas): Asserts that everything that exists has a cause, leading2.
to the conclusion that there must be an uncaused cause, identified as God.

Teleological Argument (Paley): Argues that the design and order in the universe imply a3.
designer, suggesting the existence of God.

Problem of Evil (Augustine): Questions how an omnipotent, omniscient, and benevolent God4.
can allow evil to exist.

Modal Ontological Argument (Plantinga): Expands on the ontological argument by5.
asserting that if it is possible that a maximally great being exists, then such a being exists in
some possible world, and therefore in our world.

2. Epistemological Arguments

Epistemology centers on knowledge and belief. Key arguments in this area include:

Gettier Problem: Challenges the classical definition of knowledge as justified true belief by1.
presenting scenarios where one can have justified true belief without knowledge.

Cartesian Skepticism (Descartes): Proposes radical doubt as a method for establishing2.
certainty, questioning the reliability of sensory perception.



Empiricism vs. Rationalism: Engages the debate over whether knowledge arises primarily3.
from sensory experience (empiricism) or from intellectual reasoning (rationalism).

Coherence Theory of Truth: Suggests that beliefs are true if they cohere with a set of beliefs4.
rather than correspond to an objective reality.

Correspondence Theory of Truth: Argues that truth is determined by how accurately it5.
reflects the world.

3. Ethical Arguments

Ethics explores moral values and principles. Here are some foundational ethical arguments:

Categorical Imperative (Kant): Proposes that moral actions must be universalizable and1.
that humans should be treated as ends in themselves.

Utilitarianism (Mill): Advocates for actions that maximize happiness and minimize suffering,2.
evaluating moral worth based on outcomes.

Social Contract Theory (Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau): Argues that moral and political3.
obligations arise from an implicit contract among individuals to form a society.

Virtue Ethics (Aristotle): Focuses on the character and virtues of the moral agent rather4.
than on rules or consequences.

Divine Command Theory: Claims that morality is dictated by God's commands, and actions5.
are morally right if they align with these commands.

4. Political Philosophy Arguments

Political philosophy examines the nature of government and justice. Important arguments include:

Justice as Fairness (Rawls): Proposes principles of justice that ensure fairness and equality1.
in a well-ordered society.

Libertarianism: Advocates for minimal state intervention in the lives of individuals,2.
emphasizing personal freedom and property rights.

Marxism: Analyzes class relations and societal conflict, advocating for the working class's3.
overthrow of capitalist systems.



Feminist Political Theory: Critiques traditional political philosophy for its gender biases and4.
advocates for women's rights and equality.

Socialism vs. Capitalism: Engages the debate over economic systems, focusing on the5.
distribution of resources and social welfare.

5. Philosophy of Mind Arguments

The philosophy of mind addresses the nature of consciousness and its relationship to the body. Key
arguments include:

Mind-Body Dualism (Descartes): Asserts that the mind and body are distinct substances,1.
leading to questions about how they interact.

Physicalism: Argues that everything about the mind can be explained in terms of physical2.
processes in the brain.

Functionalism: Suggests that mental states are defined by their functional roles rather than3.
by their physical composition.

Chinese Room Argument (Searle): Challenges the notion that a computer can possess4.
understanding or consciousness by demonstrating that syntactic processing does not equate to
semantic comprehension.

Consciousness and Qualia: Questions the nature of subjective experience and whether it can5.
be fully explained through objective science.

6. Existential and Phenomenological Arguments

Existentialism and phenomenology explore human existence and experience. Important arguments
include:

Existence Precedes Essence (Sartre): Claims that individuals create their own essence1.
through actions, rejecting predetermined human nature.

Being and Time (Heidegger): Examines the concept of Being and emphasizes the2.
importance of individual experience and temporality.

The Absurd (Camus): Argues that life is inherently meaningless, prompting individuals to3.
create their own meaning.



Authenticity (Heidegger): Emphasizes living genuinely according to one's own values rather4.
than conforming to societal expectations.

Phenomenological Reduction (Husserl): Proposes a method for examining consciousness5.
by suspending judgments about the external world.

7. Aesthetics Arguments

Aesthetics explores beauty and artistic value. Key arguments in this field include:

Subjectivism vs. Objectivism in Aesthetics: Engages the debate over whether beauty is a1.
subjective experience or an objective quality.

Art as Imitation (Plato, Aristotle): Argues that art is a reflection of reality, leading to2.
discussions about its value and purpose.

Art for Art's Sake: Advocates that art should be valued for its own sake rather than for its3.
moral or practical implications.

Expression Theory: Suggests that art is a medium for expressing emotions and that4.
understanding art involves understanding the artist's emotional state.

Postmodern Aesthetics: Challenges traditional notions of art and beauty, embracing5.
ambiguity, contradiction, and the blending of genres.

8. Logic and Argumentation

Logic forms the backbone of philosophical reasoning. Significant arguments include:

Modus Ponens and Modus Tollens: Fundamental forms of valid reasoning that illustrate1.
how conclusions can be validly derived from premises.

Fallacies: Examines common errors in reasoning, such as ad hominem and straw man2.
arguments, which undermine logical discourse.

Paradoxes (e.g., Liar Paradox): Explores contradictions that challenge our understanding of3.
truth and language.

Formal vs. Informal Logic: Differentiates between structured symbolic reasoning and4.
everyday reasoning used in philosophical arguments.



Vagueness and Indeterminacy: Investigates the limits of language and concepts in5.
conveying precise meaning.

Conclusion

The arguments presented above represent just a fraction of the rich tapestry of Western philosophy.
Each argument not only reflects the intellectual struggles of its time but also continues to resonate
within contemporary discussions. From metaphysics to ethics, the exploration of these arguments
invites us to reflect on our understanding of reality, knowledge, and morality. Engaging with these
philosophical ideas fosters critical thinking and enriches our appreciation of the complexities of
human thought. As we continue to grapple with these fundamental questions, the legacy of Western
philosophy remains profoundly relevant in our quest for understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of the argument from first cause in
Western philosophy?
The argument from first cause posits that everything that begins to exist has a cause, and since the
universe began to exist, it must have a first cause, which is often identified as God.

How does Descartes' cogito argument ('I think, therefore I
am') contribute to Western philosophy?
Descartes' cogito argument establishes the foundation of knowledge and existence by asserting that
the act of thinking is proof of one's existence, thus emphasizing the importance of doubt and reason
in philosophy.

What is the significance of Kant's categorical imperative in
moral philosophy?
Kant's categorical imperative serves as a universal moral law that dictates that one should act only
according to maxims that can be universally applied, emphasizing duty and the inherent value of
individuals.

What do utilitarian arguments focus on in ethical decision-
making?
Utilitarian arguments focus on the consequences of actions, advocating that the best action is the
one that maximizes overall happiness or utility for the greatest number of people.



How does the social contract theory explain the legitimacy of
government?
Social contract theory posits that governments derive their authority from an implicit agreement
among individuals to form a society, thus legitimizing political power through the consent of the
governed.

What is the role of skepticism in Western philosophy as
illustrated by Hume?
Skepticism, as illustrated by Hume, challenges the certainty of knowledge by questioning the
reliability of human reason and experience, particularly regarding causality and the existence of
external objects.
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