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Judges and Ruth: The Preacher's Commentary on Judges 7 delves into the complexities and
themes that emerge in the Book of Judges, particularly focusing on the story of Gideon in Chapter 7.
This chapter is pivotal in illustrating the dynamics of faith, leadership, and divine intervention in
Israel's history. By examining the context and implications of this narrative, we gain deeper insights
into both the role of judges in ancient Israel and the enduring lessons that can be drawn from the
story of Ruth.

Understanding the Context of Judges

The Book of Judges serves as a historical account of Israel's tumultuous period between the conquest
of Canaan and the establishment of the monarchy. Each judge emerged as a leader raised by God to
deliver Israel from oppression, often characterized by cycles of sin, suffering, supplication, and
salvation.

The narrative unfolds through various judges, including Othniel, Ehud, Deborah, and Gideon, each
showcasing unique qualities and divine encounters. Judges 7 specifically highlights Gideon’s
leadership during a critical confrontation with the Midianites.

The Story of Gideon in Judges 7

Judges Chapter 7 recounts Gideon’s campaign against the Midianites, a formidable enemy that had
oppressed Israel for years. The chapter is notable for several reasons:

1. Divine Selection: God chose Gideon, a seemingly unlikely leader, to confront a vast Midianite army.
This reflects the biblical theme that God often calls individuals who might appear weak or inadequate
by worldly standards.

2. Reduction of Forces: In an unusual strategic move, God instructs Gideon to reduce his army from
32,000 to just 300 men. This drastic reduction emphasizes the idea that victory comes not from
human strength or numbers but from reliance on God.

3. The Role of Faith: Gideon’s initial doubts and fears are addressed by God through various signs,
including the famous fleece test. His journey illustrates the struggle of faith, which is central to the
narrative.

4. Victory Through Obedience: The unconventional tactics employed by Gideon and his 300
men—using trumpets, torches, and shouting—led to panic among the Midianites, resulting in their
self-destruction. This episode underscores the theme of divine intervention and the importance of
obedience to God’s directives.



Thematic Elements in Judges 7

Several themes emerge in Judges 7 that are significant in both ancient and contemporary contexts:

1. Divine Sovereignty

The story of Gideon exemplifies God’s sovereignty over Israel’s affairs. The reduction of Gideon’s
army serves to highlight that success in battle is determined by divine will rather than human
capability. This theme resonates with believers today who may face challenges that seem
insurmountable.

2. Leadership and Service

Gideon’s leadership style is characterized by humility and dependence on God. He does not rely on
his own strength or wisdom but seeks confirmation from God at each step. This aspect of leadership is
crucial in any community, emphasizing that true leaders serve with a heart aligned with divine
purpose.

3. Faith and Doubt

Gideon’s story is a testament to the struggle between faith and doubt. Despite receiving direct
communication from God, Gideon still seeks reassurance. This duality is a common human
experience, making Gideon a relatable figure for many who wrestle with their faith.

4. Community and Collective Identity

The gathering of the 300 men signifies the importance of community in the fulfillment of God’s plan.
Each member of Gideon’s small army played a role in the victory over Midian, illustrating how God
often works through His people collectively.

The Book of Ruth: A Complementary Narrative

While Judges focuses on Israel's leadership and divine intervention during a time of turmoil, the Book
of Ruth presents a contrasting narrative of loyalty, kindness, and redemption. Set during the same
period, Ruth provides lessons that complement the themes in Judges.

Key Themes in Ruth



1. Loyalty and Commitment: Ruth’s unwavering loyalty to her mother-in-law Naomi highlights the
importance of familial bonds and commitment. Her famous declaration, “Where you go, I will go,”
emphasizes the strength of relationships.

2. God’s Providence: The story showcases God’s providential care, as Ruth’s decision to glean in
Boaz’s fields ultimately leads to her redemption and inclusion in the lineage of David. This theme
mirrors the divine orchestration seen in the story of Gideon.

3. Redemption and Restoration: Ruth’s story emphasizes the theme of redemption, which is deeply
woven into the fabric of biblical narratives. Boaz’s role as a kinsman-redeemer signifies hope and
restoration, contrasting with the chaos often depicted in Judges.

Connecting Judges and Ruth

Both Judges and Ruth offer a rich tapestry of Israel’s history during a time marked by moral ambiguity
and social upheaval. While Judges highlights the need for leadership and divine intervention, Ruth
showcases the power of individual choices and relationships.

- Moral Lessons: The contrasting narratives provide moral lessons—Judges challenges readers to
consider the consequences of disobedience and the need for faithful leadership, whereas Ruth
encourages loyalty, kindness, and the transformative power of love.

- Historical Continuity: Together, these books illustrate the continuity of God's plan for His people.
While Judges portrays the struggle against external oppression, Ruth highlights internal resilience and
faithfulness, ultimately leading to God’s redemptive purposes.

Conclusion

In examining Judges and Ruth: The Preacher's Commentary on Judges 7, we uncover profound
insights into the nature of leadership, faith, and divine providence. Gideon’s story serves as a
powerful reminder of the importance of relying on God amidst challenges, while Ruth’s narrative
complements this by emphasizing loyalty and redemption.

The lessons drawn from these texts continue to resonate, encouraging believers to seek God’s
guidance, embrace community, and remain steadfast in their faith, even in uncertain times. As we
reflect on these narratives, we are reminded that God’s sovereign hand is at work, shaping the lives
of individuals and communities throughout history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the Book of Judges in the Bible?
The main theme of the Book of Judges is the cycle of sin, oppression, repentance, and deliverance,
illustrating how the Israelites repeatedly turn away from God and face consequences, only to be
saved by judges raised by God.



Who is Ruth, and how does her story connect to the Book of
Judges?
Ruth is a Moabite woman who becomes the great-grandmother of King David. Her story, found in the
Book of Ruth, occurs during the time of the judges, highlighting faithfulness and loyalty amidst the
moral decline of Israel.

What role did judges play in the society of ancient Israel?
Judges served as military leaders and arbiters of disputes in ancient Israel, guiding the people in times
of crisis and helping them return to faithfulness to God.

How does 'Ruth the Preacher's Commentary' interpret Ruth's
character?
In 'Ruth the Preacher's Commentary,' Ruth is interpreted as a model of steadfastness, loyalty, and
faith, showcasing how her actions align with God's plan and contribute to the lineage of David.

What lessons can contemporary readers learn from the Book
of Judges?
Contemporary readers can learn about the importance of faithfulness, the consequences of turning
away from God, and the hope of redemption through God's chosen leaders, as exemplified by the
judges.

Why is the Book of Ruth significant in understanding the
narrative of the Judges?
The Book of Ruth is significant because it provides a personal story of faith and redemption during the
chaotic period of the judges, emphasizing God's providence and the importance of individual choices
in the broader narrative of Israel's history.
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