
jorge luis borges tlon uqbar orbis tertius
jorge luis borges tlon uqbar orbis tertius is a seminal work of speculative fiction and
philosophical literature authored by the Argentine writer Jorge Luis Borges. This enigmatic story
explores themes of reality, fiction, and the power of language through the discovery of a mysterious
encyclopedia entry about the fictional world of Tlon. "Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius" delves into the
blurred boundaries between fact and fabrication, challenging readers to question the nature of
existence and knowledge. The narrative intricately weaves a fictional conspiracy involving secret
societies and a meticulously crafted imaginary world that begins to influence real life. This article
provides a comprehensive analysis of the story’s background, themes, literary significance, and its
enduring impact on philosophy and literature. Below is an outline of the main topics covered in this
exploration of Borges’s masterpiece.

Background and Context of "Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius"

Plot Summary and Narrative Structure

Thematic Analysis

Philosophical Implications

Literary Significance and Influence

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

Background and Context of "Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius"
"Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius" was first published in 1940 in the literary magazine Sur and later included
in Borges’s 1944 collection "Ficciones". The story emerges from a period of intense literary
experimentation in Latin America, where Borges was a central figure. His fascination with labyrinths,
infinite regress, and fictional worlds is evident in this work. The story itself is framed as a fragmentary
essay or report, blurring the lines between fiction and nonfiction. Borges’s erudition and interest in
philosophy, particularly idealism and skepticism, underpin the narrative’s complex structure.

Historical and Literary Influences
Borges drew inspiration from a variety of philosophical and literary sources, including German
idealism, the work of Berkeley and Schopenhauer, and the tradition of metafiction. The concept of an
invented world influencing reality echoes the ideas of secret societies and conspiracies prevalent in
early 20th-century literature. The story also reflects Borges’s engagement with encyclopedias and the
nature of knowledge compilation, showcasing his skepticism toward absolute truths.



Publication and Reception
Upon its release, "Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius" garnered critical acclaim for its originality and
intellectual depth. It solidified Borges’s reputation as a pioneering figure in modern literature and
speculative fiction. The story’s innovative narrative style and philosophical depth have made it a
staple in literary and academic discussions worldwide.

Plot Summary and Narrative Structure
The narrative begins with the discovery of a mysterious encyclopedia entry about Uqbar, a fictional
country, by the narrator and his friend Bioy Casares. This initial discovery leads to the revelation of a
larger, more elaborate fictional world called Tlön, described in an extensive, secret encyclopedia. Tlön
is presented as a detailed imaginary planet with a unique language, philosophy, and culture that
challenge conventional understanding of reality.

Key Events in the Story

Discovery of the Uqbar entry in a rare edition of an encyclopedia.1.

Investigation into Tlön, an invented world with a comprehensive encyclopedia describing its2.
reality.

Recognition that Tlön’s philosophy denies the existence of objects independent of perception.3.

Gradual infiltration of Tlön’s ideas into the real world, affecting culture and thought.4.

Revelation of Orbis Tertius, a secret society of intellectuals who fabricated Tlön.5.

Narrative Style and Structure
The story employs a pseudo-academic tone, blending fictional references with real philosophical
concepts. Borges uses a first-person narrator who presents the events as a factual investigation,
adding layers of authenticity and ambiguity. The narrative’s fragmented and referential style invites
readers to question the boundary between reality and fiction.

Thematic Analysis
"Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius" explores several complex themes that intersect literature, philosophy,
and epistemology. The interplay between imagination and reality is central to the narrative,
highlighting the power of language and ideas to shape perception and existence.



Reality versus Fiction
The story challenges the traditional distinction between what is real and what is invented. Tlön’s
fictional world starts to influence the real world, suggesting that human reality is malleable and
constructed through shared beliefs and narratives. This theme raises questions about the reliability of
knowledge and the nature of truth.

Language and Perception
The fictional languages of Tlön emphasize idealist philosophy, wherein objects do not exist
independently of perception. The story illustrates how language structures thought and reality, and
how altering linguistic frameworks can transform understanding of the world.

Conspiracy and Creation
The story reveals that Tlön was created by a secret society, Orbis Tertius, symbolizing the human
capacity for invention and deception. This theme reflects on the power dynamics involved in
knowledge production and the cultural impact of fabricated realities.

Philosophical Implications
Borges’s "Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius" is rich with philosophical inquiry, particularly concerning
metaphysics, epistemology, and ontology. The story engages with classical and contemporary ideas,
making it a profound meditation on existence and cognition.

Idealism and Subjectivity
Tlön’s worldview aligns with philosophical idealism, especially the concept that reality is
fundamentally mental or immaterial. The story dramatizes the principle that objects have no
independent existence outside perception, aligning with Berkeleyan philosophy and challenging
materialism.

The Nature of Knowledge
The encyclopedic project of Tlön symbolizes the human endeavor to systematize and control
knowledge. Borges critiques the assumption of objective knowledge by illustrating how entire realities
can be fabricated through textual authority. This raises critical issues about the construction and
dissemination of knowledge.

Reality as a Construct
The story anticipates postmodern ideas of reality as a social or linguistic construct. By showing how
the fictional world of Tlön intrudes upon and reshapes the real world, Borges emphasizes the fluidity



of reality and the role of narrative in shaping human experience.

Literary Significance and Influence
"Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius" is considered one of Borges’s most important and influential works. It has
had a profound impact on literature, philosophy, and popular culture, inspiring writers, thinkers, and
artists worldwide.

Innovations in Narrative Technique
Borges’s blending of fictional scholarship and storytelling pioneered metafiction, a genre that self-
consciously addresses its own artificiality. The story’s fragmented, intertextual approach has
influenced countless authors and genres, including magical realism and speculative fiction.

Impact on Philosophy and Literary Theory
The story is frequently cited in discussions of postmodernism, deconstruction, and the philosophy of
language. Its exploration of the instability of meaning and reality resonates with theoretical
movements that question grand narratives and objective truth.

Influence on Contemporary Media
The themes and motifs of "Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius" have permeated various forms of media,
including film, television, and digital storytelling. Its concepts of alternate realities and constructed
worlds presage modern virtual realities and simulation theories.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance
Decades after its publication, Borges’s "Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius" remains a vital text for
understanding the intersections of fiction, philosophy, and reality. Its insights continue to provoke
reflection in a world increasingly shaped by digital media and information technology.

Enduring Questions About Reality
The story’s interrogation of what constitutes reality is particularly resonant in contemporary debates
about virtual environments, fake news, and the nature of truth in the information age. Borges’s work
anticipates challenges posed by technology to human perception and knowledge.

Continued Academic Interest
Scholars across disciplines regularly engage with "Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius" to explore its rich



philosophical content and literary craftsmanship. Its blend of storytelling and philosophical exploration
makes it a unique subject of study in literature, philosophy, and cultural studies.

Popular and Cultural Impact
The story’s imaginative scope and intellectual playfulness continue to inspire writers, artists, and
thinkers. It encourages a critical stance toward accepted realities and invites creative exploration of
alternative worlds and ideas.

Exploration of fictional worlds and their influence on reality

Philosophical idealism and the problem of perception

Metafictional narrative structures and innovations

The role of language in constructing knowledge

Legacy in postmodern thought and digital culture

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius' by Jorge Luis Borges
about?
'Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius' is a short story by Jorge Luis Borges that explores the creation of a fictional
world called Tlön through an elaborate conspiracy, blending philosophy, literature, and metaphysics.

Who is Jorge Luis Borges?
Jorge Luis Borges was an Argentine writer, poet, and librarian known for his complex and philosophical
short stories that often explore themes of infinity, reality, and identity.

What is the significance of the fictional country Uqbar in
Borges' story?
Uqbar is a fictional country introduced in Borges' story as part of the fabricated encyclopedia entry
that leads to the discovery of the imaginary world Tlön, highlighting themes of reality versus fiction.

How does Borges use Tlön to explore philosophical ideas?
Borges uses Tlön to delve into idealism and the nature of reality by presenting a world where objects
and concepts exist only through perception and language, challenging conventional notions of
existence.



What role does the fictional encyclopedia play in 'Tlön, Uqbar,
Orbis Tertius'?
The fictional encyclopedia acts as a catalyst for the story, serving as a source that introduces the
fabricated world of Tlön and blurs the lines between fact and fiction.

What is Orbis Tertius in Borges' story?
Orbis Tertius is the name of the secret society responsible for creating and disseminating the detailed
fabrication of Tlön, representing the power of collective imagination and conspiracy.

How does 'Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius' reflect Borges' views on
language?
The story reflects Borges' interest in language as a tool that shapes reality, showing how the invented
language and concepts of Tlön influence and eventually alter the perception of the real world.

What literary techniques does Borges use in 'Tlön, Uqbar,
Orbis Tertius'?
Borges employs metafiction, unreliable narration, and detailed fabrication of fictional texts to create a
layered narrative that questions the boundaries between reality and fiction.

Why is 'Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius' considered a seminal work
in speculative fiction?
It is considered seminal because it pioneers themes of constructed realities and fictional worlds,
influencing later speculative and philosophical fiction with its imaginative complexity.

What impact has 'Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius' had on popular
culture and philosophy?
The story has inspired discussions on epistemology, reality, and the power of literature, influencing
writers, philosophers, and artists interested in the interplay between fiction and reality.

Additional Resources
1. Labyrinths by Jorge Luis Borges
This is a seminal collection of Borges’ short stories and essays, including the famous "Tlön, Uqbar,
Orbis Tertius." The book explores themes of infinity, mirrors, labyrinths, and fictional worlds, blending
philosophy with imaginative storytelling. It is essential reading for understanding Borges’ literary style
and intellectual influences.

2. The Aleph by Jorge Luis Borges
Another influential collection of Borges’ works, "The Aleph" features stories that delve into concepts of
infinity, the universe, and the nature of reality. Borges’ unique narrative voice and metaphysical



inquiries make this book a cornerstone of modern literature, complementing the themes found in
"Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius."

3. Borges and Philosophy: Self, Time, and Metaphysics by Jean-Jacques Lecercle
This book provides a philosophical analysis of Borges’ writings, including an in-depth discussion of
"Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius." Lecercle explores Borges’ engagement with metaphysics, identity, and
the construction of fictional realities, making it a valuable companion for readers interested in the
philosophical dimensions of Borges’ work.

4. Fictions by Jorge Luis Borges
"Fictions" is a comprehensive collection of Borges’ short stories that includes many of his most
famous works. The stories often blur the lines between reality and fiction, a theme central to "Tlön,
Uqbar, Orbis Tertius." This collection showcases Borges’ inventive storytelling and his fascination with
the power of language and imagination.

5. Imaginary Worlds: The Art of Jorge Luis Borges by Emir Rodríguez Monegal
This critical study explores Borges’ creation of fictional universes, with a focus on "Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis
Tertius." Monegal examines how Borges constructs alternative realities and the impact of these
imaginative worlds on literature and philosophy. The book offers insight into Borges’ innovative
narrative techniques and thematic concerns.

6. The Book of Imaginary Beings by Jorge Luis Borges
In this whimsical encyclopedia, Borges compiles mythical creatures from various cultures, blending
reality with imagination. While not directly related to "Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius," this work reflects
Borges’ fascination with the boundaries between fact and fiction, a core theme in his writing.

7. Borges: A Life by Edwin Williamson
This biography provides a comprehensive look at Jorge Luis Borges’ life, influences, and literary
career. Understanding Borges’ personal history and intellectual background enriches the reading of
"Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius" and other works, revealing the context behind his imaginative
explorations.

8. Metaphysical Fictions: Jorge Luis Borges and the Philosophy of Literature by Alexander Coleman
Coleman’s book examines Borges’ blending of literary creativity and philosophical inquiry, with
particular attention to stories like "Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius." It discusses how Borges uses fiction as
a vehicle for metaphysical speculation, making this an insightful resource for readers interested in the
interplay between literature and philosophy.

9. Other Inquisitions, 1937-1952 by Jorge Luis Borges
This collection of essays includes Borges’ reflections on literature, language, and reality, themes
central to "Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius." The essays provide context and commentary on Borges’
approach to fiction and his philosophical interests, offering readers a deeper understanding of his
literary universe.
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