
jordan 11 release history
jordan 11 release history traces the fascinating journey of one of the most iconic basketball
sneakers ever created. Since its debut, the Air Jordan 11 has become a symbol of style, innovation,
and performance, capturing the hearts of sneaker enthusiasts and athletes alike. This article explores
the detailed timeline of the Jordan 11 releases, highlighting key editions, colorways, and the sneaker's
evolution over the years. From the original "Concord" to limited edition collaborations, the Jordan 11
release history showcases a blend of groundbreaking design and cultural impact. Understanding this
release history provides valuable insight into why the Jordan 11 remains a staple in sneaker culture
and why it continues to influence modern sneaker designs. The following sections will cover the
origins, major releases, special editions, and recent drops to offer a comprehensive view of the Jordan
11 legacy.
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Classic and Original Releases

Special Editions and Collaborations

Jordan 11 Retro Releases

Recent Releases and Future Outlook

The Origins of the Jordan 11
The Jordan 11 was first introduced in 1995, designed by Tinker Hatfield, a legendary Nike designer
responsible for many iconic Air Jordan models. The sneaker was revolutionary in terms of both
aesthetics and technology, featuring patent leather for the first time on a basketball shoe. This design
choice elevated the shoe's style, making it suitable for both on-court performance and off-court wear.
The Jordan 11 was crafted with a ballistic nylon upper, carbon fiber spring plate, and full-length Air-
Sole cushioning, demonstrating a blend of innovative materials and superior comfort.

Design Philosophy and Innovations
The design of the Jordan 11 aimed to merge luxury with athletic performance. The patent leather not
only added a glossy finish but also increased durability and support. The sneaker's translucent sole
and carbon fiber plate enhanced traction and stability, setting new standards in basketball footwear.
These innovations contributed significantly to the shoe’s appeal and longevity in the market.

Michael Jordan’s Role
Michael Jordan wore the Jordan 11 during the 1995-1996 NBA season, including the playoffs and NBA
Finals, making the shoe an essential part of his legendary career. His success while wearing the



Jordan 11 helped propel the sneaker to iconic status, cementing its place in basketball and sneaker
history.

Classic and Original Releases
The initial releases of the Jordan 11 quickly became highly sought-after due to their unique design
and association with Michael Jordan’s championship-winning season. The original colorways
established the foundation for the sneaker's enduring popularity.

"Concord" and "Bred" Colorways
The most famous original colorways were the "Concord" and "Bred" editions. The "Concord," featuring
a clean white and black color scheme with patent leather overlays, debuted in 1995 and became
synonymous with the Jordan 11 line. The "Bred" (black and red) was released shortly after and gained
notoriety after Jordan wore it during the 1996 NBA Playoffs.

Other Early Colorways
Following the success of "Concord" and "Bred," other notable early colorways included the "Space
Jam," "Cool Grey," and "Columbia." Each of these releases helped diversify the Jordan 11 lineup and
enhanced the sneaker’s appeal across different audiences.
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Bred (1996)

Space Jam (2000)

Cool Grey (2001)

Columbia (2001)

Special Editions and Collaborations
Over the years, the Jordan 11 has been released in numerous special editions and collaborations that
have heightened its status within sneaker culture. These editions often feature unique design
elements and limited production runs, making them highly collectible.

“Space Jam” and Pop Culture Tie-Ins
The "Space Jam" Jordan 11, released originally in 2000 and retroed in later years, became a cultural



icon after being featured in the popular 1996 film starring Michael Jordan. Its sleek black patent
leather upper and translucent outsole made it one of the most beloved versions in the Jordan 11
release history.

Collaborations with Designers and Brands
Collaborations with designers like Virgil Abloh’s Off-White and brands such as Carhartt have
introduced fresh takes on the Jordan 11 silhouette. These partnerships typically involve reimagined
color schemes, materials, and deconstructed aesthetics, appealing to both sneakerheads and fashion
enthusiasts.

Limited Editions and Holiday Releases
Jordan Brand has also released limited editions and holiday-themed Jordan 11s, including Christmas
editions and exclusive colorways for special events. These releases often come with unique packaging
and additional accessories, enhancing their collectible value.

Jordan 11 Retro Releases
Jordan Brand has consistently brought back the Jordan 11 in retro form, preserving the sneaker’s
legacy and making it accessible to new generations. Retro releases often feature faithful
reproductions of original colorways or slight updates to materials and construction.

Faithful Retro Reproductions
Many Jordan 11 retros closely mirror the original releases, maintaining the same color schemes,
materials, and design details. These retros allow sneaker collectors to own a piece of history while
enjoying modern production quality and comfort.

Updates and Material Enhancements
Some retros include updated materials or improved comfort technologies, such as better cushioning
or more durable soles. These enhancements keep the Jordan 11 relevant for contemporary use while
respecting the original design ethos.

Notable Retro Release Years
Key retro releases have occurred in years such as 2000, 2008, 2010, 2014, and 2018, each
contributing to sustained interest and demand for the Jordan 11. These releases often coincide with
anniversaries or significant milestones in the sneaker’s history.



Recent Releases and Future Outlook
The Jordan 11 continues to be a flagship model for Jordan Brand, with recent releases showcasing
both classic looks and innovative new designs. The sneaker remains popular among athletes,
collectors, and casual wearers alike.

Modern Colorways and Innovations
Recent Jordan 11 releases have introduced fresh colorways, including pastel tones, metallic finishes,
and reflective materials. These innovations keep the silhouette contemporary while appealing to
diverse tastes.

Market Impact and Popularity
The Jordan 11 remains one of the most sought-after sneakers in the market, often selling out quickly
upon release. Its enduring popularity reflects the successful blend of heritage, performance, and style.

Future Release Expectations
Looking ahead, the Jordan 11 is expected to continue evolving with new collaborations, technology
improvements, and retro drops. Jordan Brand’s commitment to innovation and honoring its legacy
ensures the sneaker will maintain its iconic status.

Original Launch: 19951.

Classic Retro Releases: 2000, 2008, 2010, 20142.

Major Collaborations: Off-White (2017), Carhartt (2022)3.

Recent Releases: 2020–20244.

Future Drops: Anticipated new editions and retros5.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the original Air Jordan 11 first released?
The original Air Jordan 11 was first released in 1995.



What makes the Air Jordan 11 unique in terms of design?
The Air Jordan 11 is unique for its use of patent leather and a translucent sole, which was innovative
at the time and gave the shoe a formal yet athletic look.

Which Air Jordan 11 colorway is considered the most iconic?
The 'Concord' colorway, featuring white and black with purple accents, is considered the most iconic
Air Jordan 11 release.

How often does Nike typically release new versions or retro
editions of the Jordan 11?
Nike usually releases retro editions of the Jordan 11 several times a year, often coinciding with
anniversaries or special events.

Have there been any collaborations or special editions of the
Jordan 11?
Yes, there have been several collaborations and special editions of the Jordan 11, including versions
with designers like Travis Scott and limited releases featuring unique materials and colorways.

Additional Resources
1. The Legacy of the Jordan 11: A Complete Release History
This book offers an in-depth exploration of the Air Jordan 11's iconic status in sneaker culture. It
covers the original 1995 release and traces every major retro and special edition drop. Readers will
find detailed timelines, design evolutions, and the cultural impact of each release. Perfect for
collectors and enthusiasts wanting to understand the shoe's legacy.

2. From Courts to Closets: The Story of Jordan 11 Releases
Focusing on the journey of the Jordan 11 from basketball courts to fashion statements, this book
highlights key release dates, collaborations, and variations. It includes interviews with designers and
sneakerheads who witnessed the shoe's rise to fame. The narrative also discusses the marketing
strategies that made the Jordan 11 a must-have sneaker.

3. Air Jordan 11: A Sneakerhead’s Guide to Every Release
This comprehensive guide catalogs every official Jordan 11 release, including limited editions and
regional exclusives. The book is richly illustrated with photos and features release dates, retail prices,
and resale values. It serves as an essential reference for collectors aiming to complete their Jordan 11
collections.

4. Jumpman History: The Evolution of the Jordan 11
Examining the design and technological advancements of the Jordan 11, this book details its release
history alongside its innovation in sneaker design. It explores how each release reflected shifts in
basketball culture and sneaker technology. The book provides context on how Nike crafted the Jordan
11 to balance performance and style.



5. The Jordan 11 Chronicles: Release Dates and Cultural Impact
This title dives into the chronological release history of the Jordan 11 and its influence beyond sports.
It discusses the shoe’s appearances in popular media, celebrity endorsements, and its role in sneaker
culture worldwide. The book highlights how each release contributed to the enduring popularity of the
Jordan 11.

6. Sneaker Releases Unveiled: A Deep Dive into Jordan 11 Editions
Offering detailed breakdowns of every Jordan 11 edition, this book includes rare colorways, sample
editions, and collaborations. It provides insights into the decision-making behind each release and the
sneaker market’s reaction. The narrative is supported by expert commentary and historical context.

7. Iconic Kicks: The Story Behind the Jordan 11’s Most Famous Releases
This book focuses on the most memorable and sought-after Jordan 11 releases, such as the Concord,
Bred, and Space Jam editions. It details the history, design tweaks, and the hype surrounding each
drop. Readers gain a deeper appreciation for what makes these releases stand out in sneaker culture.

8. Air Jordan 11 Retros: Tracking the Returns
Documenting the retro releases of the Jordan 11, this book highlights how Nike revisited and
refreshed the classic silhouette over the years. It includes comparisons between original and retro
versions, discussing differences in materials and production quality. The book is ideal for those
interested in the evolution of sneaker retros.

9. The Complete Air Jordan 11 Release Timeline
This title offers a straightforward, detailed timeline of every Jordan 11 release from 1995 to the
present. It includes information on release cities, dates, pricing, and special edition notes. The book is
a valuable tool for collectors and fans wanting a clear overview of the sneaker’s release history.
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