
jon pertwee i am the doctor

Jon Pertwee I Am The Doctor is a phrase that resonates deeply within the hearts of Doctor Who fans. As the
Third Doctor, Jon Pertwee brought a unique blend of charisma, adventure, and authority to the role, leaving
an indelible mark on the beloved British sci-fi series. In this article, we will explore Jon Pertwee's tenure as the
Doctor, his contributions to the franchise, and why he remains a cherished figure in the Whovian community.

Who Was Jon Pertwee?

Jon Pertwee was a British actor born on July 7, 1919, in Chelsea, London. Before stepping into the role of the
Doctor, Pertwee had a diverse career in film, television, and theater. His extensive background in performing
arts, combined with his unique voice and commanding presence, made him an ideal choice for the iconic role of the
Doctor.

The Third Doctor: A New Era Begins

Jon Pertwee took over the role of the Doctor in 1970, succeeding Patrick Troughton, who portrayed the
Second Doctor. The transition marked a significant change in the series, as Pertwee brought a more action-
oriented approach to the character. His Doctor was not only a time-traveling alien but also a man of action,
often seen engaging in physical confrontations and employing gadgets.

Characterization of the Third Doctor

The Third Doctor was characterized by several distinct traits that set him apart from his predecessors:

Authority and Confidence: Pertwee's portrayal exuded authority and confidence. He was often seen as a
leader, taking charge in dire situations and rallying his companions.

Gadgets and Technology: The Third Doctor had a penchant for gadgets, often utilizing a range of devices
created by the Time Lords. His association with UNIT (United Nations Intelligence Taskforce) allowed
him to wield advanced technology in his battles against various foes.

Style and Charisma: Pertwee's flamboyant style, characterized by his ruffled shirts, velvet jackets, and
capes, added a layer of charisma to the character. He brought sophistication to the role while
maintaining a sense of playfulness.

Companions of the Third Doctor

Jon Pertwee's Doctor was often accompanied by a variety of companions, each bringing their own dynamic to
the show. Some notable companions included:

Liz Shaw: Portrayed by Caroline John, Liz was a scientific advisor to the Doctor and brought a strong1.
intellectual presence to the series.

Jo Grant: Played by Katy Manning, Jo was a UNIT agent whose adventurous spirit and bravery2.



complemented the Doctor's character.

Sarah Jane Smith: One of the most iconic companions, Sarah Jane, played by Elisabeth Sladen, became a fan3.
favorite and continued to resonate with audiences long after Pertwee's departure.

Iconic Episodes and Story Arcs

Jon Pertwee's era is marked by several memorable episodes and story arcs that showcased his unique
interpretation of the Doctor. Here are some highlights:

1. Spearhead from Space (1970)

This was the first episode of Jon Pertwee's tenure as the Doctor. It introduced the Autons, a race of plastic
creatures that became a staple of the series. The story redefined the show's format by featuring a more action-
driven narrative while also establishing the Doctor's association with UNIT.

2. The Daemons (1971)

This story arc is a fan favorite, blending science fiction with elements of folklore. The Doctor faces off
against a demonic entity in a small English village, showcasing Pertwee's ability to combine action with drama.

3. The Time Warrior (1973)

In this serial, the Third Doctor meets his future companion, Sarah Jane Smith. The plot involves a time-traveling
warrior and features a blend of science fiction and historical elements, highlighting Pertwee's versatility in
storytelling.

Legacy of Jon Pertwee

Jon Pertwee's influence on the Doctor Who franchise extends beyond his time on the show. His portrayal of the
Doctor helped to shape the character's identity for future generations. Here are some key aspects of his legacy:

Setting the Standard: Pertwee established a model for the Doctor that emphasized action, adventure,
and heroism. This framework influenced subsequent actors, including Tom Baker and David Tennant.

Broad Appeal: His charismatic performance attracted a broader audience, ensuring the show's survival
during a time of intense competition in television.

Return to the Franchise: Jon Pertwee returned to the Doctor Who universe in various forms, including
audio dramas and specials, proving his enduring connection to the character.



Jon Pertwee’s Influence on Modern Doctor Who

The legacy of Jon Pertwee continues to resonate in modern Doctor Who. His emphasis on strong character
development and engaging storytelling has influenced recent showrunners and actors. The blend of humor,
action, and emotional depth that Pertwee mastered can be seen in the performances of contemporary Doctors.

1. The Eleventh Doctor

Matt Smith's portrayal of the Eleventh Doctor echoes Pertwee's charm and wit. Both actors share an ability
to balance lighthearted moments with intense drama, drawing on the rich history of the character.

2. The Thirteenth Doctor

Jodie Whittaker's Thirteenth Doctor maintains Pertwee's spirit of adventure and inclusivity. The modern
iterations of the show continue to honor the legacy of the Third Doctor, showcasing the timelessness of
Pertwee's portrayal.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Jon Pertwee I Am The Doctor encapsulates the essence of a performer who not only embraced the
role but transformed it into something iconic. His tenure as the Third Doctor set the stage for the evolution of
the series, and his legacy continues to inspire new generations of fans and creators alike. Whether through his
remarkable episodes, memorable companions, or the charisma he brought to the character, Jon Pertwee remains a
vital part of Doctor Who history, ensuring that his impact will be felt for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Jon Pertwee and what is his significance in 'Doctor Who'?

Jon Pertwee was an English actor who played the Third Doctor in the British science fiction television series
'Doctor Who' from 1970 to 1974. He is significant for introducing a more action-oriented and charismatic
portrayal of the Doctor.

What is the famous quote 'I am the Doctor' associated with Jon Pertwee's
portrayal?

'I am the Doctor' is a catchphrase often used by the Doctor, emphasizing his identity and authority. Pertwee's
version delivered it with a sense of confidence and flair.

How did Jon Pertwee's portrayal of the Doctor differ from his predecessors?

Jon Pertwee's Doctor was more physical and adventurous compared to earlier incarnations. He often engaged in
action sequences and had a strong affinity for gadgets and technology.



What notable companions did Jon Pertwee work with during his time on
'Doctor Who'?

During his tenure, Pertwee worked with companions like Sarah Jane Smith, Jo Grant, and Brigadier Lethbridge-
Stewart, each contributing significantly to the show's dynamics.

What was the impact of Jon Pertwee's 'Doctor Who' on the show's legacy?

Pertwee's era introduced a new tone and style, blending humor with adventure, and set the stage for the
show's future direction, influencing subsequent Doctors.

Did Jon Pertwee return to 'Doctor Who' after his original run?

Yes, Jon Pertwee reprised his role as the Third Doctor in various special episodes, including the 20th-
anniversary special 'The Five Doctors'.

What were some of the iconic villains during Jon Pertwee's era?

Some iconic villains included the Master, a renegade Time Lord, and classic monsters like the Daleks and Autons,
which added to the suspense and drama of Pertwee's stories.

How did Jon Pertwee's background in theater influence his performance as the
Doctor?

Pertwee's extensive theater experience contributed to his strong vocal delivery, physicality, and ability to
convey a wide range of emotions, enhancing his performance as the Doctor.

What was the tone of the 'Doctor Who' episodes featuring Jon Pertwee?

The tone of Pertwee's episodes was often adventurous, with a mix of humor and drama, reflecting both the
whimsical and serious aspects of the show.

What legacy did Jon Pertwee leave for future actors portraying the
Doctor?

Jon Pertwee's legacy includes setting a precedent for strong characterizations and the idea that the Doctor
can be both serious and playful, inspiring future actors in the role.
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