
johnny tremain
Johnny Tremain is a classic novel written by Esther Forbes, published in 1943. Set in the tumultuous
period leading up to the American Revolution, the story follows a young boy, Johnny, who is a talented
silversmith’s apprentice in colonial Boston. Through his experiences, Forbes captures the essence of
adolescence, the struggle for independence, and the fight for freedom that defined a nation. The
novel is not only a coming-of-age story but also a rich historical narrative that intertwines personal
growth with the larger context of American history.

Plot Summary

Introduction to Johnny Tremain

The novel begins by introducing Johnny Tremain, a fourteen-year-old boy who is proud of his
apprenticeship to the skilled silversmith, Mr. Lapham. Johnny is described as handsome, intelligent,
and skilled at his trade, but he also possesses a certain arrogance that sets him apart from his peers.
He enjoys a relatively privileged life, but everything changes when he suffers a terrible accident.

The Accident

While working on a silver project, Johnny makes a critical mistake when he tries to use a crucible that
is too hot, resulting in a severe burn on his hand. This injury not only incapacitates him but also
destroys his chances of becoming a master silversmith. As a result of the accident, he is forced to
leave his apprenticeship and confront the harsh realities of life without a trade.

Life After the Accident

Struggling to find his place in the world, Johnny experiences feelings of despair and hopelessness. He
encounters various characters that significantly influence his journey:

1. Rab: A distant cousin and friend who becomes a mentor figure for Johnny. He is a member of the
Sons of Liberty and introduces Johnny to the world of revolutionary politics.
2. Cilla and Isannah: The Lapham girls, who represent different aspects of femininity and familial
bonds in Johnny's life. Cilla becomes a close friend, while Isannah is more self-absorbed.
3. Mr. Hancock: A wealthy merchant who becomes involved in Johnny's life and offers him an
opportunity for work.

Through these relationships, Johnny begins to find his identity and purpose beyond being a
silversmith.



Thematic Elements

Coming of Age

One of the most prominent themes in Johnny Tremain is the coming-of-age journey. Johnny's
transformation from a self-centered boy to a mature young man is beautifully depicted throughout the
narrative.

- Self-Discovery: Johnny learns valuable lessons about humility, responsibility, and sacrifice. His injury
serves as a catalyst for this growth, forcing him to reevaluate his priorities.
- Friendship and Loyalty: The bonds he forms with Rab and the Lapham sisters highlight the
importance of friendship and loyalty during tumultuous times. Johnny learns to rely on others and to
offer support in return.

Historical Context

The backdrop of the American Revolution is a crucial element of the novel. Johnny's personal
struggles mirror the broader fight for independence, providing readers with a sense of the era's
urgency and spirit.

- Colonial Boston: The setting is richly described, allowing readers to immerse themselves in the daily
life and tensions of the time.
- Political Unrest: The novel highlights key historical events, such as the Boston Tea Party and the
growing discontent with British rule, which serve to propel Johnny’s transformation.

Social Class and Identity

Forbes also explores themes of social class and identity through Johnny's experiences.

- Class Distinctions: Johnny’s initial privilege as a silversmith’s apprentice contrasts sharply with his
later struggles. The novel examines how social status can change and how character is ultimately
defined by actions, not birthright.
- Identity Formation: As Johnny navigates his way through various social circles, he grapples with his
identity and what it means to be a part of the revolutionary movement.

Character Analysis

Johnny Tremain

Johnny is a complex character whose development is central to the story.



- Strengths: He is intelligent, resourceful, and ambitious. His skills as a silversmith reflect his creativity
and potential.
- Flaws: Johnny’s arrogance and impulsiveness often lead him into trouble. His journey teaches him
the importance of humility and thoughtfulness.

Rab Silsbee

Rab serves as a foil to Johnny.

- Courageous and Committed: Rab’s dedication to the revolutionary cause and his calm demeanor
provide a grounding influence on Johnny.
- Role Model: He embodies the qualities of bravery and loyalty, encouraging Johnny to step up and
fight for what is right.

The Lapham Sisters

Cilla and Isannah represent different aspects of society and femininity.

- Cilla: Practical and nurturing, she becomes a confidante for Johnny. Her character offers insight into
the role of women during this period.
- Isannah: More self-centered, she serves as a contrast to Cilla, highlighting the varied responses to
the challenges of their environment.

Significance of the Novel

Educational Value

Johnny Tremain is often included in school curricula for its rich historical context and moral lessons.

- Historical Insight: It provides an engaging way to learn about the American Revolution through the
eyes of a young protagonist.
- Character Development: The themes of growth, friendship, and moral integrity resonate with young
readers, making it a timeless story.

Cultural Impact

Since its publication, the novel has influenced generations of readers and writers.

- Adaptations: It has been adapted into various formats, including films and stage productions, further
cementing its place in American literature.
- Legacy: The character of Johnny Tremain continues to inspire discussions about youth, responsibility,



and the fight for freedom.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Johnny Tremain is much more than just a historical narrative; it is a profound
exploration of identity, growth, and the socio-political landscape of colonial America. Through Johnny's
journey, readers are invited to reflect on their own values and beliefs while gaining a deeper
understanding of the complexities surrounding the American Revolution. Esther Forbes' masterful
storytelling and rich character development ensure that Johnny Tremain will remain a cherished
classic for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Johnny Tremain'?
The main theme of 'Johnny Tremain' is the journey of personal growth and maturity, set against the
backdrop of the American Revolution, highlighting the importance of courage, friendship, and
sacrifice.

Who is the author of 'Johnny Tremain'?
'Johnny Tremain' was written by Esther Forbes and published in 1943.

What historical events are depicted in 'Johnny Tremain'?
The novel depicts significant events leading up to the American Revolution, including the Boston Tea
Party and the role of key figures like Samuel Adams and Paul Revere.

What is Johnny Tremain's profession at the beginning of the
story?
At the beginning of the story, Johnny Tremain is an apprentice silversmith.

How does Johnny's injury impact his life in the story?
Johnny's hand is severely burned in an accident, which disables him from continuing his work as a
silversmith and forces him to find a new path, ultimately leading him to become involved in the
revolutionary cause.

What role does friendship play in 'Johnny Tremain'?
Friendship is a crucial element in 'Johnny Tremain', as it helps Johnny navigate his struggles, find a
sense of belonging, and gain support from others in the revolutionary movement.



Is 'Johnny Tremain' considered a children's book?
'Johnny Tremain' is often classified as a historical novel for young readers, but it contains themes and
complexities that resonate with older audiences as well.

What lessons does Johnny learn throughout the novel?
Throughout the novel, Johnny learns about resilience, the importance of teamwork, the value of
selflessness, and the impact of personal choices on the greater good.
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