
john rutter we wish you a merry christmas sheet
music

John Rutter We Wish You a Merry Christmas sheet music is a delightful arrangement of the traditional
Christmas carol, showcasing Rutter's signature choral style and harmonic richness. The piece not only
captures the spirit of the holiday season but also provides an engaging experience for choirs and audiences
alike. In this article, we will explore the background of the piece, its musical characteristics, performance
considerations, and resources for obtaining the sheet music.

Background of John Rutter and His Arrangement

John Rutter is a prominent British composer, conductor, and arranger, known for his contributions to
choral music. Born on September 24, 1945, in London, Rutter's early musical education laid the foundation
for his future work, which often combines elements of traditional choral music with contemporary
harmonies and rhythms. He has written extensively for choir, orchestras, and various instrumental
ensembles, making him one of the most performed contemporary choral composers in the world.

Rutter's arrangement of "We Wish You a Merry Christmas" is part of his broader body of work that
includes numerous Christmas pieces, such as "Magnificat" and "Gloria." This particular arrangement is
celebrated for its joyful and accessible nature, making it a popular choice for choirs of all levels during the
holiday season.

Musical Characteristics

Rutter’s "We Wish You a Merry Christmas" combines traditional elements with his unique musical
language. Here are some of the key characteristics of this arrangement:

Structure and Form

- Verse and Refrain: The piece follows the traditional verse-refrain structure found in many folk songs.
Each verse is typically followed by the familiar refrain, which reinforces the message of goodwill associated
with Christmas.
- Modulation: Rutter often employs modulation to create a sense of movement and excitement throughout
the piece. This adds a dynamic quality, making the music feel lively and engaging.



Harmony and Texture

- Rich Harmonies: Known for his lush harmonic language, Rutter's arrangement features rich, often
unexpected chord progressions that elevate the traditional melody.
- Counterpoint: The use of counterpoint is evident, providing a complex texture that enhances the choral
experience. The interplay between different vocal parts adds depth and interest to the performance.

Rhythm and Tempo

- Joyful Rhythms: The rhythm of Rutter's arrangement is upbeat and celebratory, reflecting the festive
nature of Christmas. Syncopation and varied rhythmic patterns create a sense of movement and excitement.
- Flexible Tempo: While the piece is generally performed at a brisk tempo, Rutter allows for some
flexibility, giving conductors the freedom to adjust the pace to suit the choir and the performance context.

Performance Considerations

Performing Rutter's "We Wish You a Merry Christmas" can be a rewarding experience for both choirs and
audiences. Here are some considerations to keep in mind when preparing this piece:

Rehearsal Strategies

1. Vocal Warm-Ups: Start rehearsals with vocal warm-ups focusing on breath control and vocal production
to prepare for the demands of the piece.
2. Sectional Rehearsals: Divide the choir into sections (soprano, alto, tenor, bass) for targeted practice on
harmonies and entrances.
3. Focus on Dynamics: Pay attention to dynamics, as the piece features a range of expressive markings.
Encourage singers to interpret these markings to enhance the overall musicality.

Interpretation and Expression

- Articulation: Clear articulation is essential, especially in the lively sections. Encourage singers to enunciate
the text to convey the joyful message effectively.
- Phrasing: Work on shaping phrases to create emotional peaks and valleys throughout the piece. This adds
depth and helps tell the story of the carol.



Accompaniment Options

- Piano Accompaniment: The piano part is integral to the arrangement, providing harmonic support and
rhythmic drive. Ensure that the pianist is well-prepared and can complement the choir's sound.
- Orchestral Accompaniment: If available, consider using a small orchestra to enhance the performance.
Strings, woodwinds, and brass can add richness and warmth to the overall sound.

Sheet Music Resources

Finding the sheet music for John Rutter's "We Wish You a Merry Christmas" is relatively straightforward.
Here are some recommended resources:

Where to Buy

1. Music Retailers: Many online music retailers offer Rutter's arrangements. Websites like Sheet Music
Plus, MusicNotes, and JW Pepper typically have a wide selection.
2. Publisher Websites: Rutter's works are published by Oxford University Press. Visiting their website can
provide access to the official score, along with other resources related to Rutter’s compositions.
3. Local Music Stores: Don’t overlook the possibility of finding the sheet music at local music stores. They
may carry a selection of choral music for the holiday season.

Digital Downloads

- Many retailers offer digital downloads of the sheet music, making it easy for conductors and choir
directors to obtain the arrangement quickly and efficiently.
- Platforms such as Scorch or MuseScore might also have user-created scores available for those looking for
alternative arrangements or versions.

Conclusion

John Rutter's "We Wish You a Merry Christmas" is an exemplary piece that captures the joy and spirit of
the holiday season through its vibrant harmonies and engaging rhythms. Whether performed by a small
choir or a large ensemble, this arrangement provides an excellent opportunity for singers to explore
Rutter's unique compositional style while celebrating one of the most beloved Christmas carols.



As you prepare to perform this delightful piece, consider the rehearsal strategies, interpretation tips, and
resources mentioned in this article. By doing so, you can ensure that your choir delivers a memorable
performance that resonates with audiences and embodies the festive spirit of Christmas.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of John Rutter's arrangement of 'We Wish You
a Merry Christmas'?
John Rutter's arrangement adds a contemporary and choral flair to the traditional carol, making it popular
for both choirs and audiences during the holiday season.

Where can I find the sheet music for John Rutter's 'We Wish You a
Merry Christmas'?
The sheet music is available for purchase online through music retailers like Sheet Music Plus, Hal
Leonard, and the Oxford University Press website.

Is John Rutter's 'We Wish You a Merry Christmas' suitable for children’s
choirs?
Yes, Rutter's arrangement is accessible for children's choirs, featuring simple melodies and harmonies that
are easy to learn.

What vocal parts are included in John Rutter's arrangement of 'We Wish
You a Merry Christmas'?
Rutter's arrangement typically includes parts for soprano, alto, tenor, and bass, making it suitable for SATB
choirs.

Does John Rutter's version of 'We Wish You a Merry Christmas' include
instrumental accompaniment?
Yes, the arrangement includes piano accompaniment, and additional orchestral parts may also be available
for larger performances.

How does John Rutter's arrangement of 'We Wish You a Merry



Christmas' differ from traditional versions?
Rutter's version incorporates rich harmonies, rhythmic variations, and a more sophisticated choral texture
compared to the simpler traditional versions.

Can I use John Rutter's 'We Wish You a Merry Christmas' arrangement
for a school concert?
Yes, as long as you have the appropriate rights to perform the piece, it is a great choice for school concerts
due to its festive nature and appeal.

What is the level of difficulty for performing John Rutter's 'We Wish
You a Merry Christmas'?
The arrangement is considered moderate in difficulty, making it suitable for intermediate choirs and
experienced singers.

Are there any recordings of John Rutter's 'We Wish You a Merry
Christmas' available?
Yes, several recordings by various choirs and orchestras are available on music streaming platforms, as well
as on CD.

What is the typical performance length of John Rutter's 'We Wish You a
Merry Christmas'?
The performance length varies but generally lasts around 3 to 4 minutes, depending on tempo and
interpretation.
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