john rutter the lord bless you and keep you lyrics

John Rutter The Lord Bless You and Keep You Lyrics is a phrase that resonates with many choral music

enthusiasts and spiritual seekers alike. This beautiful piece, composed by John Rutter, has become a staple

in choral repertoires across the world. The piece is not only known for its soothing melody but also for its

profound lyrics, which are derived from the biblical blessing found in the book of Numbers. In this article,
we will delve into the origins of the piece, its lyrical content, and its significance in both musical and

spiritual contexts.

Understanding the Composition

John Rutter, an English composer and conductor, is well-known for his contributions to the world of choral
music. Born in 1945, Rutter has created a multitude of works that are celebrated for their melodic beauty
and engaging harmonies. "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" is one such piece, composed in 1981. It is
often performed during church services, weddings, and various ceremonial occasions, making it a beloved

selection in choral settings.

The Biblical Origin of the Lyrics

The lyrics of "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" are adapted from a passage in the Bible, specifically from
Numbers 6:24-26. This passage is a priestly blessing that emphasizes God's protection and favor. The text

reads:

1. The Lord bless you and keep you;
2. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;

3. The Lord turn His face toward you and give you peace.

These words encapsulate a heartfelt wish for well-being and divine presence, making them a perfect

choice for Rutter's composition.

The Musical Elements

Rutter’s composition is characterized by its lush harmonies and gentle, flowing melodies. The piece is
typically performed by a four-part choir and is often accompanied by piano or a small orchestra. Here are

some notable musical elements that contribute to the beauty of this work:



¢ Melodic Simplicity: The melody is straightforward yet deeply expressive, allowing singers to

convey the meaning of the text effectively.

¢ Rich Harmonies: Rutter employs rich, warm harmonies that create a sense of comfort and peace,

aligning perfectly with the lyrics.

¢ Dynamic Contrast: The piece features subtle variations in dynamics, enhancing the emotional impact

of the text.

¢ Repetitive Structure: The repetition of the opening lines reinforces the message of blessing and

peace, making it memorable for listeners.

Performance Contexts

The versatility of "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" allows it to fit seamlessly into various performance

contexts. Some of the most common settings include:

1. Weddings: The piece is often chosen for its uplifting message, making it a popular choice for nuptial
ceremonies.

2. Funerals: Its comforting lyrics provide solace and hope during times of grief.

3. Church Services: Many congregations incorporate this piece into their worship services, particularly
during blessings or benedictions.

4. Choral Concerts: The piece is a favorite among choirs, often performed in concert settings to showcase

vocal harmony and expression.

The Impact of Rutter’s Work

John Rutter’s compositions, including "The Lord Bless You and Keep You," have made a significant impact

on the world of choral music. Here are some reasons why his work is so influential:
¢ Accessibility: Rutter's music is approachable for choirs of varying skill levels, making it a popular
choice for school and community choirs.

¢ Emotional Resonance: His ability to convey deep emotion through music allows listeners to connect

with the pieces on a personal level.

¢ Expanding Choral Repertoire: Rutter has contributed extensively to the choral repertoire, helping to



elevate the genre and attract new audiences.

How to Find the Lyrics

For those interested in the lyrics of "The Lord Bless You and Keep You," they can be found in various

resources, including:

1. Choral Music Books: Many published collections of choral music include Rutter’s works.
2. Online Lyrics Databases: Numerous websites provide lyrics for popular choral pieces.
3. Sheet Music Retailers: Purchasing the sheet music will often include the text alongside the musical

notation.

Conclusion

In summary, John Rutter The Lord Bless You and Keep You lyrics capture a timeless message of hope and
blessing that transcends musical boundaries. Rutter's ability to weave together beautiful melodies with
profound texts has secured this piece a cherished place in the hearts of many. Whether performed at a
wedding, a church service, or a concert, "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" continues to inspire and
uplift audiences around the world. As both a musical and spiritual anthem, it is a testament to the enduring

power of choral music.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of John Rutter's "The Lord Bless You and Keep
You'?

The main theme of the piece is a blessing, conveying goodwill and protection, often used in liturgical

settings.

When was 'The Lord Bless You and Keep You' composed by John
Rutter?

John Rutter composed "The Lord Bless You and Keep You' in 1981.



Where can I find the lyrics for "The Lord Bless You and Keep You"?

The lyrics can typically be found in choral music books or online musical resources that provide sheet

music and lyrics.

Is 'The Lord Bless You and Keep You' suitable for weddings?

Yes, this piece is often chosen for weddings, as it conveys a message of blessing and well-wishing for the

couple.

‘What musical elements are prominent in Rutter's "The Lord Bless You
and Keep You'?

The piece features rich harmonies, lyrical melodies, and a gentle, flowing style characteristic of Rutter's

choral works.

How has 'The Lord Bless You and Keep You' been received by

audiences?

The piece has been well-received, becoming a favorite in choral repertoire for its emotional depth and

beautiful melody.

Can "The Lord Bless You and Keep You' be performed by a soloist?

While primarily composed for choir, it can be arranged for a soloist, but the choral version is the most

popular.
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