john p kee clap your hands

John P. Kee Clap Your Hands is a vibrant anthem that has transcended the boundaries of
traditional gospel music, embodying both celebration and spiritual awakening. Written and
performed by the renowned gospel artist John P. Kee, this song encapsulates the essence of joy and
worship in the African American church experience. Kee, often referred to as the "Prince of Gospel
Music," has made significant contributions to the genre, and "Clap Your Hands" is one of his
standout pieces. This article delves into the song's background, themes, musical composition, and its
impact on gospel music and culture.

Background of John P. Kee

John P. Kee was born on June 4, 1962, in Durham, North Carolina. His early exposure to music came
from his church environment, where he developed an affinity for gospel music. Kee's musical journey
began in earnest in the 1980s, when he formed the New Life Community Choir, a group that would
gain significant acclaim in the gospel music scene. His style is characterized by a blend of traditional
gospel, contemporary sounds, and a strong emphasis on worship and praise.

Kee's influence extends beyond his music; he is also a pastor and a community leader. His
commitment to uplifting others, both spiritually and socially, has made him a respected figure in the
gospel community. Over the years, Kee has released numerous albums, with "Clap Your Hands"
being a hallmark of his discography.

The Song: "Clap Your Hands"

Composition and Musical Elements

"Clap Your Hands" is a high-energy gospel song that encourages congregational participation. The
song features a lively tempo, infectious rhythm, and a powerful chorus that invites listeners to
engage physically and spiritually.

Key musical elements include:

- Upbeat Rhythm: The song is driven by a pulsating beat that compels listeners to move, making it a
favorite in church services and gospel concerts.

- Call and Response Structure: A hallmark of African American gospel music, this structure allows
the leader to sing a line, followed by the congregation's enthusiastic response.

- Rich Harmonies: John P. Kee's arrangements include rich vocal harmonies, showcasing the talents
of his choir while creating a fuller sound that resonates with the audience.



Thematic Elements

Thematically, "Clap Your Hands" revolves around joy, celebration, and the act of worship. The lyrics
encourage believers to express their faith and gratitude through physical manifestations of joy, such
as clapping hands and singing. The key themes include:

1. Celebration of Faith: The song serves as a reminder of the joy that comes from a relationship with
God.

2. Community Worship: It emphasizes the importance of gathering together as a community to
celebrate faith, fostering a sense of belonging and unity.

3. Physical Expression of Worship: Kee encourages worshippers to express their emotions physically,
breaking down barriers and allowing genuine worship to flow freely.

Impact on Gospel Music

John P. Kee's "Clap Your Hands" has had a lasting impact on gospel music and has influenced many
contemporary gospel artists. The song's energetic style and engaging lyrics have made it a staple in
various worship settings, from local churches to large gospel events.

Influence on Artists

Many contemporary gospel artists have cited Kee as an inspiration, and his style of music has paved
the way for a new generation of gospel musicians. Some notable artists influenced by Kee include:

- Kirk Franklin: Known for his innovative blend of gospel and hip-hop, Franklin's work echoes Kee's
ability to fuse traditional and contemporary styles.

- Tasha Cobbs Leonard: Her powerful vocal delivery and contemporary worship style reflect the
influence of Kee's energetic performances.

- Travis Greene: Greene's music often features themes of joy and celebration reminiscent of Kee's
approach.

Legacy and Recognition

John P. Kee's contributions to gospel music have been recognized with numerous awards, including
several Stellar Awards and a Grammy nomination. His ability to connect with audiences through
powerful messages and uplifting music has solidified his place as a legend in the gospel genre.

The enduring popularity of "Clap Your Hands" is a testament to Kee's artistry and the song's
universal appeal. It continues to be performed in churches, concerts, and gospel festivals, bringing
people together in worship and celebration.



Reception and Cultural Significance

"Clap Your Hands" has resonated with a wide audience beyond the church community. Its catchy
melody and uplifting message have made it a crossover hit, often played in various settings,
including community events and celebrations.

Community Engagement

The song's call for clapping and participation fosters a sense of community and collective worship. It
encourages individuals to set aside their differences and unite in a shared expression of faith and
joy, making it particularly significant in diverse congregations.

- Youth Engagement: The song has been particularly effective in engaging younger audiences,
drawing them into the worship experience through its lively tempo and catchy refrain.

- Cultural Events: Beyond church services, "Clap Your Hands" is often featured in cultural
celebrations, emphasizing joy, unity, and community spirit.

Conclusion

In conclusion, John P. Kee's "Clap Your Hands" is more than just a song; it is a powerful anthem that
encapsulates the joy of worship and the importance of community in the gospel tradition. Through
its infectious rhythm and uplifting message, the song has left an indelible mark on gospel music,
influencing artists and engaging audiences across generations. As a testament to Kee's artistry and
the rich tradition of gospel music, "Clap Your Hands" will continue to inspire and uplift those who
hear it, inviting them to celebrate their faith with enthusiasm and joy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of John P. Kee's song 'Clap Your
Hands'?

The main theme of 'Clap Your Hands' is about worship and celebration, encouraging listeners to
express their joy and gratitude through clapping and praise.

How has 'Clap Your Hands' influenced contemporary gospel
music?

The song has influenced contemporary gospel music by incorporating upbeat rhythms and call-and-
response elements, making it a popular choice for choir performances and church services.



What are some popular performances of 'Clap Your Hands'?

Some popular performances include live recordings at gospel concerts and church events,
showcasing vibrant energy and audience participation.

What year was 'Clap Your Hands' released?

'Clap Your Hands' was released in the early 1990s as part of John P. Kee's album 'Life and Favor'.

What instruments are commonly featured in 'Clap Your
Hands"?

Common instruments in 'Clap Your Hands' include drums, keyboards, and guitars, which contribute
to its lively and rhythmic sound.

Who are some artists that have covered 'Clap Your Hands'?

Artists like Kirk Franklin and various church choirs have covered 'Clap Your Hands', adding their
unique styles to the song.

What is the significance of clapping in John P. Kee's music?

Clapping serves as a physical expression of praise and unity among the congregation, reinforcing the
communal aspect of worship.

How does 'Clap Your Hands' fit into the broader genre of
gospel music?

'Clap Your Hands' fits into the broader genre of gospel music by blending traditional hymns with
contemporary sounds, making it accessible to a diverse audience.

What message does John P. Kee convey through 'Clap Your
Hands'?

John P. Kee conveys a message of joy, celebration, and the importance of worshiping God with
enthusiasm and energy.

Has 'Clap Your Hands' received any awards or nominations?

'Clap Your Hands' has received recognition in the gospel music community, including nominations
for various music awards celebrating its impact and popularity.
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